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This Work is not an Essay on what is technically understood as 
Woman’s Rights. One could hardly do more than glean in such a field, 
after it had been harvested by reapers like Mary Wolistonecraft, Joho 
Stuart Mill, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, George W. Curtis, Lucy Stone, 
Susan B. Anthony, and many others. 

But, notwithstanding so much has been written and said on the 
particular subject of Woman’s Rights, the Woman question is by no 
means exhausted. There is a whole side of the question of her en- 
franchisement (and it seems to me much the larger side), which has 
been but incidentally noticed; and that is, its moral bearings and 
relations, Giving full weight to the legal claims of Woman, which 
are as sacred and inalienable as those of man, I am confident it wiil 
yet be found that there are special moral interests wrapped up in this 
issue, Which far transcend, in point of importance, any and every 
other consideration. 

In expressing this opinion, I would not have it thought that I cast 
the least reflection upon the pioneer advocates of Woman’s Suffrage 
for any seeming neglect of duty, or lack of perception to recognize 
the moral significance of this Movement. No, no; their devotion to 
the cause has been as vigilant as a mother’s love, and their vision of 
its future triumph radiant with the morning light of a brighter day. 
No work could have been more fitting and timely than their’s. In the 
first stage of the reform, it was not only natural, but it was neces- 
sary to consider alone the question of Woman’s abstract rights; for 
however desirable it might be to clothe her with civil and political 
power, however great the blessing which the ballot in her hand might 
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be supposed to confer on others, it must be withheld if she has not a 
just claim to its possession. We are not permitted to do wrong that 


good even may come of it. So it was incumbent to first establish 
Woman’s rightful claim to suffrage before other questions could be 


entertained. 

But that great field of controversy is now virtually won, and the 
public are eager to know what this Movement contemplates, if any, 
over and beyond the establishment of justice for Woman, in granting 
her prayer for an equal right to participate in making the laws and 
governments under which she is obliged to live, and for whose sup- 
port she is taxed. 

No considerable statement of a special and definite character, setting 
forth its higher aims and ultimate designs, has yet been made; and it 
is the object of this work to supply, in some small degree, this great 
want. In view of the vastness of the field the inquiry covers, 1 am 
deeply conscious of its incompleteness, and can only hope that I have 
been able to point out enough of interest and worth to induce some 
master hand to follow and give to the world a more elaborate and 
worthy statement. But such as it is, I send it forth, believing that 
what it lacks in fullness and finish, is more than compensated for in 
the general correctness and soundness of the views and principles 
laid down: and for these I court considerate criticism. 


L. M. 
Mr, Morais, N. Y., September, 1875. » 


iy ag Ne gee 1S oa 
INTRODUCTION. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE WOMAN MOVEMENT. 


The civil and political enfranchisement of Woman, 
at no distant day, is now pretty generally accepted as 
a foregone conclusion, both by intelligent opposers of 
the cause as well as its friends; but with what result, 
is a question on which there is the widest difference 
of opinion, But whether for weal or woe, it is an 
experiment which seems destined to be tried. The 
agitation of the subject is too far advanced, and its 
friends are too numerous, too powerful, and too intel- 
ligent to be put down. The issue is upon us, and 
must be met. 

John Stuart Mill says that, “every great reform 
must pass through three stages of development: first, 
ridicule; second, discussion; third, adoption.” The 
Woman Suffrage Movement has already passed the 
first stage of its growth, and is now receiving an 
earnest and candid discussion of its merits at the 
hands of many of the ablest thinkers of the world. 
No reform, in its earlier stages, ever had such an array 
of talent and respectability enlisted in its behalf. It 
would be too tedious to attempt to call the roll of 
eminent statesmen, jurists, divines, editors, authors 
and reformers who are avowed friends of the cause. 


The rapid progress this Movement is making, in one 
form or another, is most gratifying to friends and 
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appalling to foes. Legislative bodies are voting upon 
the question; Constitutional Conventions are submit- 
ting it to the people for adoption or rejection; the 
Press is agitating it; political parties are. giving it 
‘‘respectful consideration ;” several of the States are 
preparing the way for it by making Woman eligible 
to office under the school laws, and the Grangers, a 
semi-political organization, admit her to equal mem- 
bership in their order. 

In England the subject is even more popular, if 
anything, than in the United States. In all town, 
parochial and municipal elections, Woman is now per- 
mitted to vote; and more than a third of the members 
of Parliament have signified by ballot their willingness 
to grant her Imperial Suffrage. Disraeli and Glad- 
stone are both said to be favorable to the cause. 

But not alone to the United States and England is 
the reform confined. Every civilized nation’ on the 
globe has its Woman Suffrage organizations, papers 
and advocates, engaged in agitating this question. 
And the fruit of all these labors is seen in the gen- 
eral enlargement of Woman’s sphere of activities. 
New fields of industry are being opened to her nimble 
fingers; colleges are endowed for her special benefit 
and higher education; the doors of the oldest institu- 
tions of learning are swinging open to her admission, 
and the learned professions are inviting her to come 
in and master their lore, and share in the responsibili- 
ties and rewards. 

In other, and, perhaps, more congenial fields of 
employment, she is marching on to conquest. Tem- 
perance movements, Foreign and Home Missionary 
Societies, and Christian and Sanitary Commissions, all 
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on the grandest scale, are instituted by Woman, and 
entrusted to her sole care and direction. In the 
Church, her advancement to unprecedented honors and 
responsibilities, is signal. Several religious bodies 
permit her to vote, and a few to preach; and the pro- 
found interest and agitation which this subject is now 
creating in all denominations, leave little doubt that 
her ordination for the Ministry, in most Protestant 
churches, is a triumph of the near future. 

And all these things are but the forerunners of 
Woman’s civil and political equality with man. This 
is the goal. Equal suffrage is the climax, the ultimate 
object of the whole Movement. When this is attained, 
the final battle is won, and every barrier to her inde- 
pendence and equal rights is removed. She now rises 
out of her ‘‘subject state,” where the ages of masculine 
rule have held her, and stands erect in the sovereignty 
of her emancipated and enfranchised Womanhood, 
the peer of man. She enters the Legislative Halls 
and Cabinets and Courts of the world, to co-operate 
with him in making laws, administering governments, 
building States, and directing the destinies of nations 
and empires. 

That such a change in Woman’s condition as this 
is fraught with momentous consequences, both to her- 
self and the world, no one can doubt who will give 
the subject reflection. The experiment is entirely 
new. It is the introduction of an untried yet power- 
ful element into public affairs, which cannot fail to 
work the most radical changes. It will either be a 
savor of life unto life or of death unto death. The 
extension of suffrage to additional millions of men 
would not necessarily produce any particular change 
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in existing systems, because it adds no new element; 
it simply augments the quantity of the masculine 
energy already in operation. But the admission of 
the feminine mind to a direct and equal share in 
making and administering the laws and institutions 
of society, is an experiment we have never yet 
seen tried; and anything so new, so radical and revo- 
lutionary, it is reasonable to expect, will excite in many 
minds serious apprehensions of evil. Determined 
opposition is, therefore, to be expected, and, if it be 
candid and critical, it is entitled to the utmost consid- 
eration and respect; it is even to be desired rather 
than deprecated. Such an opposition is always the 
ally of truth and reform. 

In saying that Woman’s direct influence in public 
affairs is an untried experiment, I do not lose sight of 
the fact that women have been queens and nominal 
rulers at the head of vast empires and kingdoms, 
exhibiting often the rarest judgment and highest ex- 
ecutive ability; but their rule has been exceptional, 
occurring at irregular intervals, here and there, in a long 
line of kings. They attempted no change in the ancient 
regime ; neither would any have been tolerated; they 
simply carried out the dominant masculine spirit of 
the world; and though their personal influence has 
generally softened and humanized the administration 
during their temporary reign, the characteristic ele- 
ments of the feminine life in the nation had no 
appreciable representation. Queen Victoria is osten- 
sibly at the head of the English people, but the policy 
that governs her and the British empire, comes not 
from her own feminine soul, but from the House of 
Lords, the House of Commons, the Ministry, and the 
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male half of the nation. Anything like a fair and 
perfect experiment of Woman’s Suffrage, her equal 
voice and influence with men in making and adminis- 
tering the constitutions and laws of human society, is 
without example in the history of the world; and 
hence, we have no experience, as data from which to 
draw our conclusions, pro or con, as to the probable 
effect of making such radical changes in government 
as is quite certain to follow her enfranchisement. We 
have, it is true, evidence in abundance of the charac- 
ter of her influence in other departments of life, and 
this is of immense value in helping us to form right 
conclusions respecting the effect of her exercising 
functions which are more exclusively civil and polit- 
ical; and for the rest, we are left to the study of 
Woman herself. And in doing this, it will be neces- 
sary to understand the intrinsic characteristics of her 
nature; not merely the perversions and superficial 
manifestations of disposition developed under artificial 
circumstances, and a subject state, but we must fathom 
the deeps of Womanhood, and learn what are the 
actual qualities and tendencies of the feminine soul as 
distinguished from the masculine; and from a know- 
ledge of these we may determine what elements and 
forces she will bring with her into the new relations, 
and be able to decide, with considerable accuracy, 
their effect upon public affairs. 

In my view of the subject, the outlook is most 
hopeful. I see nothing to fear, nothing to recoil at 
in this extraordinary promotion of the feminine sex. 
On the contrary, I am persuaded that it will not only 
elevate Woman herself, but it will be the means of 
improving the condition of society to an extent only 
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equaled by the greatness of the change produced. 
If it were of man (or woman), it might come to 
nought, to evil. But that it is of God, that it is a 
natural outgrowth of the workings of the great law 
of human progress, and not a “reform against nature,” 
seems evident from the character and universality of 
its development. It is no common reform, but a 
mighty peaceful revolution, which carries the world 
forward, and marks an epoch in its advancement. 


In the following pages I shall endeavor to prove 
from the indubitable principles of Nature and Revela- 
tion that the Woman Movement, taken together in all 
its branches, will culminate in the development of a 
new and distinct type of civilization, a system of laws 
and government worthy to be called the Diving Rr- 
PUBLIC. This I hope to make clear, as step by step we 
proceed through the pages of the book; and when we 
shall have reached the Conclusion, I confidently trust 
that the reader will be able to see, what has long been 
evident to the author’s mind, that Woman is God’s 
chosen instrument on earth to subdue and regenerate 
a material age, and usher in the reign of the spint 
divine. 


Capac PR 1 1. 


SEX OF SOUL. 


It is impossible to form a clear and full conception 
of the nature and importance of the Woman Move- 
ment, its underlying principles and ultimate design, 
without considering the differences of sex: 

**¥or Woman is not undeveloped man, 
But diverse : could we make her as the man, 


Sweet love were slain; whose dearest bond is this— 
Not like to like, but like in difference.” 


Before we approach the main subject of inquiry, let 
us endeavor to ascertain in what these distinctions con- 
sist; for upon certain marked dissimilarities of char- 
acter existing between man and Woman, the whole 
theory of a new civilization rests. 

There are ineradicable differences of sex beyond the 
merely corporeal; differences that inhere in the very 
constitution of the soul, and no amount of culture and 
opportunity will ever obliterate them. 

The origin of these differences will be found, I be- 
lieve, in the dual organization of the universe, which 
is material and spiritual, and the union of these two 
principles in humanity. We are the offspring of uni- 
versal nature, so that both sides of this infinite system 
are represented in us, each having a special exponent 
in humanity. In man, the material world finds its 
personal representative ; in Woman, the spiritual. Not 
that the man is wholly material, and the Woman 
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wholly spiritual. There is a blending of both princi- 
ples, in unequal measure, in each sex, so that each has 
something of the other’s nature. ach one is bi-sexual. 
No man is entirely masculine; he has a feminine side, 
which is his best side, the spiritual part. No Woman 
is entirely feminine; she has a masculine side, which 
is the inferior, the material part. But by nature so 
much more of the material principle predominates in 
the composition of one as to render him the masculine 
type; and the preponderance of the spiritual in the 
other, determines the feminine type. Doubtless, man 
and Woman's endowments are numerically balanced, 
each possessing a like number of faculties of mind; 
and they are apparently the same in kind, but they do 
greatly differ in degree. The plus quantity in man is 
minus in Woman, and the plus quantity in Woman is 
minus in man; and I confidently believe that a higher 
mental chemistry and science will yet reveal the fact 
that these differences involve principles of polarity, 
and explain the mysterious attractions between the 
- sexes—the more and the less on each side ever being 
drawn together to give and receive. And as perfect 
equality in the amount of the material and spiritual 
elements between the two would terminate the attrac- 
tion, if it did not produce repulsion, we may be 
yee that nature has wisely provided against such a 
calamity by making the inherent life of each so unlike 
that of the other, in tensity, temper and tone, that by 
no possible means can their relative differences ever 
be overcome. They are matter and spirit wedded, not 
merged ; together forming €@ microcosm, and image of 
God; the man representing and revealing the nature 
and attributes of the material universe, and Woman the 
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spiritual universe. Hence, each-is superior and infe- 
rior to the other, in some things. The man has more 
of the material nature, Woman more of the moral; he 
excels in animal life, she excels in the spiritual; he 
is more coercive, she more persuasive; he is exterior, 
she interior; he is self-loving, she loving; he is more 
theological and speculative; she more religious and 
practical; he is doctrinal, she devotional ; he distrusts, 
she trusts; he walks by sight, she by faith; he has 
more head, she more heart: that is, the man excels in 
that special kind of talent that I would denominate 
the material, or head-type of mind, which is character- 
istically matter-of-fact, objective, inductive, logical, 
aggressive, and forceful; while Woman excels in 
spiritual, or heart-type of intellect, which is subjective, 
deductive, intuitive, affectional and persuasive—a 
higher and diviner type of mind, as the world will yet 
acknowledge; though for the uses of a material age, — 
where material interests and an outward life rank first 
in importance, it is held subordinate and inferior; but 
with the dawning of a higher spiritual civilization, its 
will assume an acknowledged sovereignty of position. 

The heart-type of mind is occasionally found among 
men, and in such cases we see the noblest specimens 
of manhood. Macaulay says, there never was a truly 
great man without possessing a good deal of Woman 
in his nature. Jesus and the “ Beloved Disciple” were 
of this type. They had the feminine stamp of mind, 
spiritual, deductive, gentle, compassionate and loving ; 
while Peter and Paul were of the masculine or head- 
type, logical, aggressive, stern and forceful. 

But, as a law, each sex inherits in a less degree the 
special qualities of the other, and notwithstanding the 
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minus nature may sometimes be largely developed, 
and produce a feminine type of man, or a masculine 
type of Woman, these general features of dissimilarity 
will ever remain distinguishing traits of character of 
the man and Woman. They are essentially so differ- 
ent that they constitute in reality sex of soul; and the 
integrity of these differences will be maintained 
through time and eternity. . 

What is sex? - Is it an ephemeral incident of exist- 
ence? something to be obliterated and outgrown? or 
is it a great and sublime fact of lifeand nature? Does 
it belong to the body alone? or to both body and 
soul? External forms are but the exponents and 
manifestations of indwelling principles of life; and if 
the outward expression be sexual, it is evident the in- 
ner life must be sexual also : 

“For of the Soul the Body form doth take : 
For Soul is form, and doth the Body make,” 

Sex is a principle that pervades universal nature, 
and human minds and souls form no exception. 
There is nothing that is not sexual in character; that 
does not partake either of masculine or feminine 
qualities. In the lowest kingdom of nature, even, 
this principle is discernible, as shown in the law of 
polarity, positive and negative forces in electricity and 
magnetism. It is seen also in the union of the 
inorganic elements, which produce the innumerable 
compounds of nature. Thus, “by the attraction and 
union of oxygen and hydrogen, two invisible gases, 
water is produced; by that of the metal calcium and 
oxygen, lume; by that of oxygen and nitrogen, nitric 
acid.” Dr. Mason Good, in his “Book of Nature,” 
says that, “loves and marriages are common to all 
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nature. They exist between atom and atom, and the 
philosopher calls them attraction; they exist between 
congeries and congeries, and the chemist calls them 
affinity; they exist between iron and the loadstone, 
and every one denominates them magnetism.” : 
If we discern evidences here of sex, how clearly 
visible it becomes when we rise above the mineral to the 
vegetable kingdom; and still more palpable when we 
reach the animal kingdom. And does it end with 
matter? If we consider Man as the product of these 
kingdoms, the crowning work of nature and of nature’s 
God, is it not reasonable to suppose that his higher 
mental qualities would bear resemblance to those 
forces of masculine and feminine energy, running 
through all lower gradations of being, and culminating 
in mind, as their offspring and highest expression ? 
There is also another argument that ought to 
have weight here. If there are no natural mental 
differences existing between the sexes, if man and 
woman are alike, or may become alike in their endow- 
ments of mind and spirit, and each move in the same 
sphere, and perform the same functions, what necessity 
was there for the creation of both? Nature is too 
perfect an economist to be so wasteful of her materials. 
Infinite variety and diversity stamp all her works, 
and to each created thing there is given a special mis- 
sion to perform, and a glory all its own, as one star 
differeth in glory from another star. If the lungs 
could do their own work and perform the functions of 
the heart also, it were an act of supererogation to create 
the latter organ. If man and woman may fill each 
other’s sphere, perform the same office, exert the same 
influence, do the same work in precisely the same way, 
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one of them could be dispensed with, and the repro- 
duction of the species, which can be urged as the only 
necessity for the existence of both, and which covers 
but a moment of time in the eternal duration and 
activity of the soul, be provided for on some more 
economical principle. 


In maintaining the doctrine that the principle of sex 
reaches beyond bodily functions, to an equally sepa- 
rate formation of mind and character, I occupy the 
rather unpleasant position of being in accord with 
nearly all the opposers of Woman Suffrage, whose 
conclusions I am obliged, nevertheless, to combat; 
and, at the same time, at variance with a number of 
the leading advocates of the cause, with whose efforts 
to secure Woman’s equal rights, I am in full sympathy. 

Chief among the latter class, who holds quite differ- 
ent views on this point from those here advanced, 
may be mentioned the late John Stuart Mill. This 
honored and powerful champion of Woman’s Rights, 
thinks that, barring the inequality in their physical 
size and strength, all other differences, intellectual, 
moral and spiritual, may be only the result of a 
difference in their relative condition, education, and 
opportunities in life; and that, if all obstacles were 
removed from Woman's path, and her opportunities 
for improvement and mental training made equal 
every way with man’s, the probabilities are that, in 
time, the present distinguishing characteristics would 
disappear. If such a view be correct, I would go 
further back and inquire what caused the difference 
in their conditions and opportunities? If in the be- 
ginning their mental endowments were essentially 
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alike, and equal in power, why did not Woman continue 
to maintain her original position by man’s side? If it 
be said that man, being the stronger party physically, 
used his power to subjugate her and keep her back, 
then do we convict the Author of her being of cruel 
partiality, and of conniving at her certain ema 
by giving to the man such an enormous advantage in 
the outset of the race of life. Nature’s God wisely 
adapts means to ends. Had her Creator designed that 
Woman should share equally with man in the govern- 
ment of the world through the past ages of material 
ascendency, he would have armed her with power of 
bone and _ sinew, anil to maintain her equal 
position. 

It may be claimed that the facts exist, nevertheless, 
and that the same argument might be used to defend 
the institution of slavery, or the extermination of a 
race, if its victims lacked power to resist their oppress- 
ors. The cases are by no means parallel. The two 
sexes start together, each indispensable to the other 
through all the ages of time, and no law of “natural 
selection,” or of necessity, would warrant subjugation 
or extinction of either. Not so with different races 
and species: they may be improved by the disciplinary 
agencies of a temporary servitude, in which forced in- 
dustry and restraint are better than the wild freedom 
and disorganized democracy of savagism; or the 
higher interests of the whole may be better promoted 
by their total extinction, after they have performed 
whatever design their existence contemplated in the 
divine economy. A war of races may be justified by 
the highest wisdom, for the purpose of diminishing 
the weak and inferior, and of peopling the globe with 
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higher and nobler types of streng’h and beauty; but 
a war of the sexes would be against nature itself, and 
bring life to an end. The evident intention of Nature 
is the ultimate perfection of human life, and to permit 
an absolute injury or injustice to come to either sex 
from the hands of the other, would defeat such a de- 
sign. An injury to one sex would be felt equally by 
the other. 

And hence the conclusion, that the subjection of 
Woman in ages past, has either been normal, more or 
less in harmony with her nature, or the wisdom and 
goodness of the Creator must be called in question. 
And in such an alternative, we are forced to lean to 
the side which vindicates the ways of God to man. 
But it does not follow that she is always to remain in 
this state of subjection. She is a spiritual being, and 
her subordination was natural only during the age of 
material supremacy. With the dawning of a higher 
spiritual era, her emancipation and enfranchisement 
are inevitable, and she will come into possession of her 
rightful empire. 

The further discussion of this point in more appro- 
priate connections, will hereafter be resumed, and the 
wisdom of Woman’s temporary subordinaney be 
shown. 

The arguments and conclusion which the opponents 
of Woman Suffrage draw from the circumstance of 
the variations in the mental capacities of the man and 
Woman, will be fully considered in another place; but 
the importance of this inquiry in its bearings upon the 
Woman Suffrage Movement is so great, that I am 
induced to extend here the criticism on the upposite 
position taken by those earnest friends of the cause, 
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from whom I am reluctantly obliged to differ. Could 
their positions be reversed, logical consistency might 
be maintained by both parties; but I cannot see how 
it is to be done now by either. The conclusions which 
the opposer arrives at from his premise, follow legiti- 
mately from the premise of the advocate, and vice versa. 

The opposer assumes a dissimilarity of the mascu- 
line and feminine natures, such as I have set in 
contrast before the reader’s mind; and instead of ac- 
cepting his position and urging therefrom the necessity 
and desirableness of Woman Suffrage, in order that 
politics and government may receive directly an infu- 
sion of these superior moral and spiritual qualities of 
the feminine soul, and be purged of their grossness, 
and lifted to a higher standard, the Suffragist, strangely 
enough, while he admits that these differences exist 
now, denies that they are inherent; and maintains 
that equal opportunities and equal rights, between the 
two sexes, would obliterate these differences, and 
make the intellectual, the moral and spiritual quali- 
ties of man and Woman precisely alike; that is, alike 
in the sense that two men are alike. While such a 
conclusion does not militate against Woman’s abstract 
right to the ballot, it does present a very serious ob- 
jection against the propriety of assuming it. It 
implies that Woman’s present moral superiority is the 
product of her restraint, seclusion and subordination. 
Hence, her emancipation and equal rights would de- 
stroy that, and tend to “make her as the man”— 
coarse, selfish, ambitious, bold, warlike—in a word, 
masculine. Why not? It cannot be denied that 
the man is a natural production. He has enjoyed 
independence, opportunity and education, without 
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obstruction, and we see what he is. If Woman is es- 
sentially like him in mind and spirit, then the like 
conditions for her would produce a like character; but 
if the qualities I ascribe to her are inherent, if they 
enter into the very fiber of her soul, then are they in- 
eradicable, and will go with her whithersoever she 
goes, refining and ennobling all that come within the 
sphere of her influence. 

Much of the opposition to Suffrage which comes 
from Woman herself, is an inward protest of the spirit 
against being transformed into the material lkeness 
of man; and while this protest has been encouraged 
and stimulated by the majority of their male associates, 
not a few of the friends of the cause have unwittingly 
helped to strengthen the feeling of repugnance. Upon 
the hypothesis of like mental characteristics existing 
between the two sexes, it is impossible to escape the 
inference, that all those finer qualities of mind which 
we have been wont to recognize as native to Woman— 
the pitying tone, the sympathetic tear, the tender com- 
passion, the loving kindness, the sweet modesty, the 
intuitive perception, the faith, the hope, the charity— 
all these things that have been the crowning glory of 
Womanhood, are to be changed, and she is to take on 
more and more the cast of the masculine mind. 

It were absurd, while still holding to such a theory, 
to claim that instead of the feminine nature changing, 
the masculine mind will assume gradually these divine 
characteristics; for that would be a concession that 
the best and highest type of mind is developed in a state 
of seclusion, ignorance and subjection; and that the 
envied independence and grand opportunities which 
men have enjoyed, have been to their disadvantage. 
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So long, therefore, as advocates of Woman Suffrage 
hold that there is no sex of mind, must they accept 
these conclusions. When they attempt to deny them 
(as they do of course), they are obliged virtually to 
shift their position, and assume what I have here la- 
bored to establish, that the special qualities of 
Woman’s spirit are what they are by virtue of her sex ; 
and that larger opportunities, higher education and 
responsible participation in public affairs, instead of 
destroying them, would give them an additional lustre, 
and make her more the Woman. 


That abiding and radical differences of some kind 
exist in the mental structure of the two sexes, is pretty 
generally believed; but the character and extent of 
those differences, are not so clearly apprehended. 
While, therefore, it may readily be admitted that the 
man, by nature, occupies a position of supremacy over 
Woman in things material, the converse that Woman 
by nature holds a position of supremacy over the man 
in things moral and spiritual, is not as promptly con- 
ceded. A full admission of this kind would compel 
men to make other concessions, not very agreeable, 
perhaps, which will be considered hereafter. But both 
propositions are equally true; and as they lie at the 
foundation of our whole discussion, the importance of 
the case requires that I should bring forward other 
evidence in their support. Evidence, both deductive 
and inductive, exists in great abundance, much more 
than the limits I have fixed to this work will permit 
me to furnish ; and while the remainder of this chapter 
will be devoted to special arguments and illustrations 
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of the subject, additional proof will also develop itself 
incidentally in every subsequent chapter of the book. 

If it be true, as I assert, that Woman is the higher 
type, morally and spiritually considered, then we may 
expect to find its confirmation in the inherent quali- 
ties and tendencies of her nature; and upon the 
character of these ingrained elements, rather than any 
great achievements in her experience, must we predi- 
cate the future of her activities. We have no right to 
measure Woman’s future by her past life, ‘“ cribbed, 
cabined and confined” as it has been; for, though it 
is impossible to fully estimate the value and extent of 
her moral influence upon the civilization of the world, 
yet if we could do so, such an estimate would fall far 
below the standard of real merit. She must be judged 
by the possibihties of her nature, rather than by what 
she has actually accomplished. 

Her diviner life has been reserved till the dawning 
of a brighter day; or, more strictly speaking, it is a 
later growth, keeping pace with the moral and spiritual 
development of the world; and hence, her special re- 
presentative character will not be fully revealed till 
that moral life gains the ascendancy, and the higher 
spiritual interests of humanity become paramount. 
There was little room for a display of the diviner 
powers of Woman’s nature, had they been quickened 
into activity, in the early pioneer life of the race. 
Muscle was more in demand than morals. Material 
wants must be subserved before moral interests can 
assume a commanding position in human affairs. The 
great work of clearing away the physical obstacles, of. 
laying the foundation-stones, and of rough-hewing, 
framing and erecting the outward, material temple of. 
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civilization, must necessarily precede the more deli- 
cate, artistic labor of polishing, ornamenting, and 
spiritualizing the workmanship. For this latter work 
God, in good time, will bring forward the proper ar- 
tists; but he is too wise, and too economic of His 
forces, to send them on the ground before their services 
are demanded. 

_ Consequently, the moral sublimity of Woman’s 
character has not yet, to any considerable extent, been 
made manifest, because there has been no great de- 
mand made upon the higher resources of her nature; 
and it were as unjust and unreasonable to forecast her 
future career by what we have seen of her in her sub- 
ject condition, as it would be to predicate the future of 
the boy upon his present disposition to chase butter- 
flies, spin tops and fly kites. We look down beneath 
these trifling incidents of childhood, and discover in- 
cipient qualities of greatness that are “father of the 
man.” 

And in like manner would I ask the reader to go 
down below the surface, and examine the latent quali- 
ties of Woman’s soul, and behold there the seal of her 
superior divinity, and the prophesy of what she is to 
be. Her spiritual nature has been in a condition of 
childhood during the ascendancy of the material life ; 
and the weaknesses and follies incident to this state 
are but superficial, and will pass away with the awak- 
ening of her higher energies. And even these often 
reveal the superior cast of spirit; for they are mostly 
perversions of a natural love of the beautiful, or of an 
innate disposition to please others and minister to their 
happiness, which, alas, too often betrays her into a 
sacrifice of her own happiness and honor. 

2 
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In presenting evidence in support of this high claim 
for Woman, we will consider both the inferential, and 
that which becomes apparent from a comparison of 
the actual qualities of the masculine and feminine 
natures. 


And first, I would call attention to the fact that 
men themselves, all through the ages, have unwitting- 
ly borne testimony to Woman’s diviner nature. True, 
their testimony is the assertion of sentiment, expressed 
in the religion and art of the world, rather than an 
intellectual conviction of the outward mind. But, 

_what is sentiment? It is intuition—that prophet of 
the soul that runs far ahead of the external intellect, 
and proclaims truth in advance. 


Sentiment and intellectual perception do not always 
agree, though time proves that the former is more re- 
liable. For a hundred years the democratic sentiment 
of human equality has prevailed in this country. 
Whig, Democrat and Republican adopted it as their po- 
litical creed, and celebrated the principle at every anni- 
versary of American Independence; but while we /elt 
the truth, intellectually and practically, we were guilty 
of sustaining one of he grossest systems of oppression 
and inequality the world ever saw. We are just be- 
ginning to put the cherished sentiment into practice, 
though we are far from a full and hearty adoption of 
it yet. 

So the inner vision of the soul has beheld, far in 
advance of the sensuous mind, the divine radiance of 
the feminine spirit, and heralded to the world its dawn- 
ing glory. Men, while filled with an arrogant pride of 
superiority, entertain, nevertheless, half unconsciously, 


WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. OT. 


an inward conviction the very reverse, and ascribe 
superiority, in all that is divinest and best, to Woman. 

Thus, their art and religion, twin children of the 
higher sentiments, and best interpreters of nature, 
exalt the feminine life to a heavenly plane, and all the 
world bow in reverent acknowledgment of the truth. 
When the artist wishes to bring down to earth and 
preserve upon canvas, or in marble, his highest ideal 
of the absolutely Good and True and Divine, he invari- 
ably selects the female figure as the highest earthly 
type to represent his divine conception; and we in- 
_ stinctively acquiesce in the appropriateness of the 
representation. What a tribute we here pay to 
Woman’s superior excellence ! 

When men want a statue of Justice or Liberty or 
Freedom, to crown their State House, they have the 
artist carve it out in the likeness of Woman. Why 
so? Does she in her nature, more faithfully represent 
these higher qualities than the man? If not, itis a 
burlesque on Woman, in making her assume an un- 
natural and ridiculous position; but if she does, then 
the fitness of things is recognized, and ber superiority 
conceded. This conclusion is not to be evaded by 
saying that we have received these representations, 
without question, from the ancients. If they are 
acknowledged misconceptions, at variance with nature 
and truth, then the weakness, as well as culpable in- 
difference and lack of taste on the part of men in 
accepting and perpetuating the wrong, is a confession 
in itself sufficient to warrant all that can be said of 
Woman’s superior moral perceptions and sense of 
right. It would be weak praise to say that she would 
never be guilty of such unprovoked disrespect and 
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injustice to men; and in vindication of the honor of 
my own sex, I deny that men would. The truth is, 
we accept and perpetuate these representations be- 
cause we instinctively recognize their appropriateness. 

Still further testimony on this point, is found in the 
fact that men in personifying the Christian graces 
and qualities—Faith, Hope, Charity, Mercy, Love, 
Humility, Forgiveness, Innocence, Meekness, Pa- 
tience, and the like—invariably represent them by 
female figures. Can this be done in reason without 
admitting the superior excellence of Woman? Let 
it be remembered, these are the highest attributes 
in the nature of God and Christ, the very elements 
of Divinity itself. Does the feminine nature more 
fully embody these qualities than the masculine? is 
there more of the Christ in it? Such is the meaning 
of these artistic representations. Jesus is our recog- 
nized highest type of perfection, the faultless ideal of 
real greatness. The qualities which He possessed and 
manifested, rank higher than those which go to make 
a Napoleon, a Shakspeare, a Newton, or a Webster. 
And can it be that Woman is more like that Being 
who outranks such names as these? What consti- 
tutes the divine excellence of Jesus? but his infinite | 
love, his forgiveness, his meekness, his tenderness, his 
self-sacrifice? And how like Woman are all these! 
And what a concession to her moral superiority men 
make in always representing these Christ-like quali- 
ties as feminine ! 

Again, evidence of Woman’s moral supremacy is 
seen in the fact of her greater honesty. Merchants, 
grocers, and traders generally affirm that she is more 
trustworthy than man: other things being equal— 
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her ability to pay—she is more reliable. Only one- 
seventh of the inmates of our jails and prison-houses’ 
are women. 

Woman is more religious and devotional, as church 
records and prayer-meetings clearly testify. Three- 
fifths of the church communicants are women; and 
from such facts, Dr. Scott, in his “Christian Life,” 
maintains that in Heaven there will be more women 
than men among the blessed. Should this prove true, 
the sentiment that ‘‘ Woman is the better half,” would 
find an unhappy confirmation in fact. 

Woman’s type of heroism is higher than that of 
man’s. It is of the heart and spirit, while man’s is 
chiefly physical and animal. A man will walk into 
the jaws of death on the battle-field, when aroused and 
thoroughly maddened. Till enraged with passion he 
trembles like a leaf with fear. But when the missiles 
of death begin to rain around him, and comrades fall 
by his side; when stirred to forgetfulness and frenzy 
under the inspiration of fife and drum, the roar of 
cannon and the smoke of battle, he fights like a tiger, 
and no better. His animal spirits are stirred to a pitch 
of utter recklessness, and he flings away life without 
thought; but in all this he does not excel many kinds 
of brutes. } 

But take this same valiant warrior home, and let 
him lie down on his bed and be sick, with a remote 
prospect of facing the grim messenger, Death; where 
- there is nothing to arouse his animal spirits, and where, 
if sustained at all, he must be sustained by moral 
strength and heart-courage; let him encounter but 
slight suffering and danger in such a situation, and 
one would imagine from his loud complaints and fears, 
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that the King of Terrors had ealled for him. Woman, 
in such a_ situation, will endure ten times as 
much pain as man, and never think of speaking of it. 
Question the physician, if you doubt it. Her forti- 
tude under adversity is proverbial. © 

Let us contrast another quality : There is no virtue of 
the soul so near akin to the divine as a self-sacrificing 
disposition, a willingness to surrender one’s own per- 
sonal comfort and happiness for the good of others. 
It is recognized as the crowning glory in the character 
of Jesus. That woman far transcends man in this 
heavenly gift, no one of candor and experience will 
deny; and no one does deny it. And no quality, per- 
haps, furnishes such absolute evidence of the diviner 
cast of her spirit, as this. An inferior, selfish creature, 
never makes sacrifices. It is always the higher being 
that gives up happiness and life for the benefit and 
salvation of the lower. Judging the two sexes by 
this test, and the moral superiority of Woman is 
established beyond controversy. 

Contrast another quality: Woman is more con- 
stant, more pure, more Virtuous than man. Were 
women and girls as ready to go astray from the paths 
of purity and virtue as men and boys are, society 
would soon become a Sodom. And yet woman is 
called the weaker, frailer creature. “Frailty, thy 
name is woman,” says the poet; but the sentiment is 
false. Man, as a moral and spiritual being, is incom- 
parably weaker and frailer than Woman. Woman 
will lift her face heavenward, resisting temptation and 
the tempter, while the man in utter weakness sinks, 
no strength in himself; she must be strength for both 
herself and himself. And when she does fall, it is 
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usually through. betrayal of her trusting confidence. 
Woman commonly falls through love, man always 
falls through lust; and this marks the difference in 
the two natures. Had not Woman been purer than 
man, resisting his unrestrained passions, our race 
would have sunken to a hell of sensualism ages ago. 

The truth that Woman is the temporal savior of the 
world, is beginning to dawn upon the conciousness of 
men, and they will soon be obliged to change the old- 
time opinions of her nature; and in doing so, they 
will honor themselves and the mothers who bore them. 

I shall doubtless be met here with the assertion that 
woman may become more depraved than the man. 
This is no doubt true. When abandoned to evil, 
with all the higher powers of her soul reversed, she 
will descend to depths of infamy that man cannot 
touch; but, remember, she is capable of rising as much 
above him as she is of falling below; and “the dis- 
tance between these extremes is the measure of her 
real greatness.” It is not given to a mediocre to rise 
very high or sink very low. A Hottentot remains a 
Hottentot; he never becomes a great saint nor a great. 
sinner. He holds the even tenor of his way, relishing 
a human pot-pie when he can get it, and lying down » 
to sleep without a compunction of conscience, or a 
fear of being disturbed by the ghost of his slaughtered 
victim. It takes the highest archangel in heaven, 
when he falls, to become the lowest devil in hell. 

So Woman sinks far below man’s level of degrada- , 
tion when she falls, because she descends from a higher 
altitude of virtue. The greater the powers for good, 
the greater they are for evil, and wice versa. Woman's 
nature is love, the highest energy or attribute of being 
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in the universe. “To this principle,” says Elizabeth 
Stewart, “all the peculiar characteristics of. Woman 
may be traced; her sensibility, her quickness of ap- 
prehension, her hopefulness, her fortitude, her patience 
and courage in suffering, her disinterestedness, her 
devotedness; in short all her virtues, as well as her 
vices, when these same qualities are misapplied or 
carried to excess: for Woman is invariably influenced 
by her affections; * * * and according as these 
affections are well or ill directed, she finds her own 
happiness or misery, and makes that of all most nearly 
connected with her. Under an ill-regulated love, her 
sensibility becomes weakness; her hopefulness, rash- 
ness; her fortitude, obstinacy; her ‘disinterestedness, 
improvidence; even the fullness and enduringness of 
her love may be converted, by too acute sense of injury, 
into the most deadly and unrelenting hate; the most 
unquenchable thirst for revenge—so true is the ap- 
parently severe remark of the poet: 


‘Harth hath no rage like love to hatred turned, 
Nor hell a fury like a woman scorned.’” 


The inherent sentiment of compassion in the femi- 
nine soul, which makes her the pitying angel of life, 
and consoler of human suffering, allies her to the di- 
vine excellence, and gives her rank far above her 
masculine companion. In savage, as well as civilized 
life, the native pity and tenderness of her heart are 
alike shown to the stranger, the wanderer, the sick, and 
the destitute, as the testimony of travelers in every 
clime goes to show. “TI never addressed myself in 
the language of kindness and friendship to a woman,” 
says Mungo Purk, ‘‘ whether civilized or savage, with- 
out receiving a kind and friendly answer; with men 
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it has often been otherwise. In wandering over the 
barren plains of inhospitable Denmark, through honest 
Sweden, frozen Lapland, rude and churlish Finland, 
unprincipled Russia, and the widespread regions of 
the wandering Tartar, if hungry, thirsty, cold, wet or 
sick, Woman has ever been friendly to me, and uni- 
formly so; and to add to this virtue, so worthy the 
appellation of benevolence, these actions have been 
performed in so free and so kind a manner that, if I 
was thirsty, I drank the sweet draught, and if hungry, 
ate the coarse morsel with a double relish.” 

The natural disposition of the feminine heart, as 
contrasted with the masculine, finds a signal illustra- 
tion in the conduct displayed by Woman on the 
occasion of that great tragedy of Calvary; and all 
history, with few or no exceptions, furnishes a similar 
record in her favor. How true is the poet's utterance: 

“ Not she, with traitorous lip, the Master stung ; 
Not she denied him with a liar’s tongue ; 
She, when Apostles fled, had power to brave; 
Last at the cross, and earliest at‘the grave.” 

Men alone clamored for Jesus’ life, no Woman’s 
voice, thank God, was heard in the clamor. A man 
betrayed him, and for a very gross, material considera- 
’ tion. A man condemned him to death; the man’s 
wife, in greater pity, begged to have his life spared. 
Men heartlessly deserted him in the hour of his trial. 
Of his chosen friends and diciples, the men, in a cow- 
ardly manner, ran away and left him in the hands of 
his destroyers. Woman followed him, shedding tears 
of sympathy and pity. Woman alone pressed her 
way through that murderous crowd to the very foot of 


the cross, and there poured out her prayers and tears in 
or 
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behalf of the world’s dying Martyr. Woman embalmed 
his precious body. Woman first greeted him when 
he had burst the bands of death and triumphed over 
the grave. Woman was first commissioned to go and 
proclaim the glad tidings of his resurrection. And 
Woman to-day stands first and foremost in her Mas- 
ter’s work, the truest disciple and best representative 
of his divine life the world affords. 

We may dismiss for the present the further consid- 
eration of this subject, the importance and application 
of which will become more apparent as we proceed in 
the investigation of the principles which underlie the 
structure of a new civilization. I shall also adduce 
in a future chapter the views of eminent divines and 
laymen—opposers of Woman Suftrage—confirmatory 
of all that I have here said of the moral and spiritual 
superiority of the feminine soul. 


CHAPTERIII. 


ORIGIN OF HuMAN INSTITUTIONS. 


Governments, laws, religions, customs and institu- 
tions, are faithful exponents of the dominant life of 
humanity. What they are, we are; and what we are, 
they are. We build after models and ideals with n our 
own soul, and our work resembles us. The artist puts 
himself into his painting and statuary, and these re- 
flect his inner life as correctly as the image in the 
mirror does his outward form. So the governments 
and institutions of the people incarnate the ruling 
spirit of those who make them. They are the blos- 
soms and fruit of human life, and reveal the character 
and condition of the tree that bears them. There is 
nothing foreign. The materials for whatever we con- 
struct, are supplied from the diversified resources of 
our own nature, the dominant affections and interests 
of life determining the character of the architecture. 
Our works confront us. The civilization of the world 
is but a vast mirror in which we see ourselves re- 
flected. Behold the image, O Man, and know that it 
is thy counterpart. Every feature, every lineament, 
every expression, is thine. Whatever of beauty or 
ugliness, grace or deformity, good or evil, thou canst 
see, belongs to thee and is of thee. 


How clearly evident is it then, that if we would un- 
derstand the past, interpret the present, and forecast 
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the future, we must analyze and understand Man.* We 
must know what he contains—what the nature of the 
elements of his being, corporeal and mental, and learn 
their possibilities, powers and limitations. For this 
purpose the individual is the subject of analysis; he is 
a type and representative of his race, and whatever his 
nature reveals, we shall find to constitute the warp and 
woof in the fabric of human history. 

In order, therefore, that we may lay our foundations 
upon a firm basis, and have a clear view of the origin 
and animus of past and passing institutions, as well as 
of those that give promise of something better in the 
future, it will be necessary to take a brief look into the 
elemental nature of Man. 

But I shall attempt no elaborate analysis; neither 
shall I try to follow what may be called exact scientific 
methods of statement and explanation; but simply 
and briefly endeavor to lay before the reader a view 
of the leading characteristics, such as have been al- 
most universally conceded as belonging to the 
individual and to the race. 

As already stated, the universe is a vast system of 
dualism, whose two grand divisions are matter and 
spirit. This dualism develops itself in all departments 
of nature, descending from the whole to the parts, 
from the general to the particular. It reveals itself 
most obviously in the two sexes, male and female, and 


extends on again to the individual, making each sex 
bi-sexual or dual. Theologians, moralists and philoso- 


phers pretty generally accept these conclusions, though 


* To prevent confusion of thought to the least intelligent reader, 
let me say that the term Man, when printed with a capital M, is used 
in its generic sense, signifying the human race, male and female; and 
when the capital is omitted, it means exclusively the masculine. 
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they have not usually regarded the duality in the in- 
dividual as involving the principle of sex; but 
whether it does or not is immaterial to our present in- 
quiry, so long as we agree in the main facts of the case. 
They allow that Man is a dual being, a mysterious 
union of two unlike and opposite natures, which have 
been commonly denominated the material and spiritual, 
sometimes the’ animal and moral, or the earthly and 
heavenly. 


Now each of these natures seems to have its separate 
and special laws of life, and so adverse and antago- 
nistic are they, that between the two, the human breast 
is made a perpetual battle-ground, where the spirit and 
the flesh meet in determined conflict for individual su- 
premacy and rule. St. Paul speaks of this warfare in 
his own soul, and the experience of every human 
being confirms his testimony. He says: 

‘¢T find then a law in my members, warring against the law of my 
spirit, so that when I would do good evil is present with me; for the 


good that I would, I do not; but the evil which I would not, that 
Edo; Ue ** : 


‘tor the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against the 
flesh; and these are contrary, one to the other; so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would.” 

Why God, in his inscrutable wisdom, should have 
thus wedded the earthly and the divine, making us 
this ‘‘ strange admixture of heaven and earth and hell,” 
is not our province to inquire in this work; but the 
fact exists, and, to the careful student of human nature, 
furnishes a key to the solution of some of the grand- 
est problems of history. 


We find Man standing at the apex of creation, on 
the topmost round of the ladder of earthly being, and 
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allied on the one hand to the material world below 
him, and on the other to the spiritual above, interme- 
diate between the two, and with a steady upward 
tendency of development. He is Nature concentrated, 
embodying the elements, essences, powers and char- 
acteristics of the highest and the lowest. In his inferior 
nature he is a composite of all material forces, and 
a representative of the animal life of the planet. 

Each animal finds its likeness in Man; not one 
alone, but all, as if it took one of each kind of all the 
animals on earth to make up one single human being. 
He unites them all in a kind of “ Happy Family,” though 
the disposition of each member is more or less visible. 
This is no fanciful speculation so far as the actual 
‘elements in human character are concerned? Who 
cannot see that we have the nature and disposition of 
the brute creation, more or less modified, it is true, by 
the presence of higher qualities; and not alone of any 
one particular species, but something of each? We 
have the ferociousness of the tiger, the courage of the 
lion, the cunning of the fox, the venom of the serpent, 
the treachery of the cat, the flight of the eagle, the 
vanity of the peacock, the greediness of the swine, 
the stubbornness of the mule, the mathematical and 
constructive powers of the honey-bee and beaver, the 
fidelity of the dog, the innocence of the dove, the 
sweet notes of the nightingale, the industry of the 
ant, and the laziness of the sloth—indeed, I doubt if 
there is an animal on earth, roaming the land, swim- 
ming the sea, or flying through air, but what its 
distinguishing nature or disposition is to be found as_ 
an ingredient in the composition of Man. And in 
some persons it would appear that an extra quantity 
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of a particular species had somehow found its way 
into the compound, making them look and act like 
the animals they most fully represent. 

Thus, Daniel Webster had the head and look of a 
lion, and he was courageous and_ powerful as a lion— 
a monarch among men, as the lion is among the beasts 
of the earth. 

Henry Olay had the face of an eagle, and few men 
excelled him in that soaring oratory that would lift 
the multitude from earth to the skies. 

Martin Van Buren had an expression of countenance 
that resembled that of the fox; and either his looks 
or his cunning as a politician—likely both—-was the 
reason of his often being called the “Old Fox.” 

Andrew Johnson, if he does not resemble the mule, 
gave the nation ample proof that he has much of its 
stubbornness. 

General Grant has the tenacity of the bull-dog, and 
will stick to an enemy and “fight it out on that line 
if it takes all summer.” Some men look like whipped 
spaniels; others have a poodle-dog expression of 
countenance, and are quite as noisy and harmless as 
their little prototype; others again resemble sheep, 
aud they have about as much energy and force of 
character as sheep; they never do any particular harm 
in the world, nor much good, except to make mutton 
for the lions and tigers. 

Such a close resemblance between the lower life of 
Man and the various animals that inhabit the earth, 
leaves no doubt that we are linked to the brute crea- 
tion ; that through some unseen channels the inferior 
life of the planet has found its way into our nature. 
How, I do not know; neither does it concern our 


40 WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 


subject to inquire. Therefore we will leave that ques- 
tion to the Darwins and to the anti-Darwins to settle. 
Suffice it to say, that we have a large development of 
the brute nature, and it exerts a most powerful in- 
fluence on human character and destiny. It is this 
nature that arms Man with material force, physical 
courage and selfish ambition and makes him warlike, 
ferocious, aggressive and tyranical. The chief, and, I 
might say, only mainspring of action in the animal 
life, whether in Man or brute, is Self-Love, and it 
scruples at nothing to gratify it. In savage life it is 
almost wholly unrestrained, except by the same selfish 
instinct of self-preservation, which induces the indi- 
vidual to hold the propensity in check, in consideration 
of the benefit and protection he derives from associa- 
tion with others in families and tribes. 

Now every step of progress we have made from a 
brutal savagism to our present state of civilization, 
has been attended by the breaking of some chain of 
selfishness and lessening the dominion of the animal 
over the soul. Whocan doubt but what it is our high 
destiny to break the last fetter, and be wholly eman- 
cipated from the thraldom of the lower life? 


If the view we have had of the elements constitu- 
ting Man’s material life be not very flattering, let us 
take a look at the other side, and be re-assured. Only 
the lower half of Man finds its resemblance in the ani- 
mal. There is a department, let us be thankful, that - 
finds no likeness on earth: it is born of the skies, and 
is allied to the angelic, the heavenly and the divine; 
and that is the Spiritual Department. “The first Man 
is of the earth, earthy; the second Man is the Lord 
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from heaven.” This higher department is the birth- 
place of all sweet affections, the home of righteousness, 
goodness, truth. It is in every quality the very -op- 
posite of the material nature. In the place of Self- 
Love, we find that the central, animating life of the 
spiritual nature, is Love, and its manifestation is joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance, mercy, benevolence, kindness, pity, 
charity, forgiveness, and all the sweet fruit of the 
spirit. Every generous impulse that stirs the breast 
of Man, and leads to words of sympathy and acts of 
love, originates here. It is here that it may truly be 
said, we are created in the image of God, and so chil- 
dren of the Most High, and heirs of an immortal destiny 
in realms of Light and Love. Its very nature is love 
and sacrifice and goodness. Unlike the animal Man, 
it seeketh not its own good, but the good of others, 
finding its highest happiness in ministering to the 
needy, the ignorant, the destitute and the suffering. 
It would establish a universal Brotherhood, and fill 
the whole earth with righteousness; turning hate into 
affection, force into suasion, swords into plow-shares, 
competition into co-operation, retaliation into mercy, 
and Self-Love into Love. 

Such, in brief, is the character of the spiritual nature 
of Man, between which and his lower propensities, as 
we have already seen, there is no likeness or affinity. 
It is the light from this spiritual sun in the human 
firmament, that has given the silver lining to the dark 
clouds that have overhung the ages, and which now 
promises to dissipate the thick darkness, and shed its 
effulgent glory over all the world. 
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There is still a third department that we must briefly 
notice to complete this analysis of Man—the Intellect. 

Notwithstanding the Intellect plays such an indis- 
pensable part in human affairs, I think it has been 
accorded a rank that its nature and office do not war- 
rant. The Intellect is an agent, not a principle; a 
lever, not a power; a servant, not a master. Its pos- 
session implies neither goodness nor badness in the 
possessor. It is destitute of motive, choice, sympathy 
or conscience; being impelled to action entirely by 
one or the other of the two natures we have just de- 
scribed, Self-Love, or Love. It is simply an august 
servant in the temple of the soul, faithful and prompt 
to obey whichever nature is in the ascendant, the ani- 
mal or the spiritual. It takes no sides in any contest 
between the two, looking on with indifference as to 
which shall triumph, and when the battle is over, it 
hastens to enter the service of the stronger party. 
It will cheerfully serve God or the devil, truth or 
error, freedom or slavery, life or death. If the animal 
nature is aroused and clamors for war, the Intellect 
invents and constructs columbiads, needle-guns, iron- 
clad monitors, and all the enginery of destruction and 
death. Or, if the moral affections are in the ascendant, 
and demand works of love and peace, then it will ex- 
plore fields of science, build school-houses and colleges 
for the ignorant, erect hospitals for the unfortunate, 
and invent sewing-machines, spinning-jennies and rail- 
ways to bless the whole earth. 

Thus, it is to be seen that the Intellect is, after all, 
but a servant, very important and grand, it is true, but 
a servant, nevertheless ; and not at all particular whose 
livery it wears; but it shines brightest, and fills its 
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highest office, when it is clothed in the livery of the 
court of heaven, and enlisted in the service of the 
spirit. 


The foregoing analysis of the qualities that enter 
into human nature, reveals the fact that there are two 
sovereign, motive natures in Man, the material and 
spiritual, which keep in their service a very proud and 
self-important waiter, called Intellect. These two na- 
tures are the birth-place of all affections, desires, 
interests, loves and ambitions; the source of all move- 
ments, customs, institutions, laws, religions and 
governments; the inspiration of all art, learning, in- 
dustry, invention, science and philosophy—in a word, 
of everything that pertains to the life and history of 
Man on earth. All have their origin in one. or the 
other of these natures, and faithfully reveal the 
character of the fountain from whence they come. 

And I need hardly add that thus far in the history of 
the race, the material life has been in the ascendant, 
and ruled the world. So evident is this that little 
room is left for difference of opinion. Self-Love, love 
of power, of gain, of pleasure, has held the scepter in 
the empire of the soul. 

Look at history and see the bloody wars that have 
been waged from age to age for conquest, extermina- 
tion, pillage or revenge; the boundless ambition for 
empire and power, and the countless hecatombs of 
men slain to achieve and hold them; the bitter jeal- 
ousies and deadly feuds that have existed between 
families and clans, lasting from generation to genera- 
tion; the heartless oppression and slavery of the weak 
and ignorant through all time; the fiendish persecutions 
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for the enforcement of opinions ; the intense desire for 
wealth, and the shameless competitions and dishonest 
schemes employed to get it, even in what is considered 
legitimate traffic ; the deliberate sacrifice of all that is 
noble and manly in character on the altar of Mam- 
mon ; the gluttony and intemperance that have followed 
an unrestrained indulgence of the appetite in eating 
and drinking; and the long saturnalia of the sexual 
passions, sinking men and women into nameless 
horrors—look at all this, and we see that human life 
on the planet has been little more than a sad picture 
of war, violence, oppression, persecution, injustice, — 
treachery, intrigue and sensuality, with here and there 
a few rays of light to relieve the horrible darkness 
that has overshadowed the world. With such a pic- 
ture before the mind, it is impossible to gainsay the 
conclusion that the lower nature in Man has held 
dominion over the race through all this period of 
gloom. 

And quite as evident and undeniable as all this, is 
another fact of history I would like the reader to 
specially note, viz: this long night of material supremacy 
has been a period of masculine rule. The past is man’s 
creation, and like father, hke child. He has stamped 
the image of his own nature upon every page of his- 
tory, and formed the world in its likeness) Woman 
has had little or no direct influence in making and 
shaping the civilization of the past. Her position has 
been a subject one, and her counsels in the great and 
vital interests of life were neither sought nor received. 
There are exceptions, it is true, but they only serve to 
make the rule plainer. In savage, barbarous, and 
semi-barbarous life, she is bought and sold for wives, 
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concubines and servants, and considered only as a 
creature designed to minister to the necessities and 
pleasures of man. As we rise in the scale of civili- 
zation, many of these degrading features of her 
subject condition are swept away; but she is by no 
means emancipated yet. The masculine mind still 
dominates her spirit, and distorts the characteristic in- 
fluence of her nature; and will continue to do so in 
proportion as the material life of humanity holds sway 
over the spiritual. 

But why multiply reasons on a proposition so plain? 
Whatever civilization awaits us in the future, it is ob- 
vious that the past has been a period of masculine 
rule. Itis the offspring of the man, and father and 
child bear such a striking resemblance to each other, 
that he would be convicted of a double baseness should 
he attempt to disown it. 

Here, then, we see that history, facts, and philosophy 
confirm the proposition laid down in the preceding 
chapter, that man is the personal representative of the 
material nature; and by an inference equally con- 
clusive, it must be admitted that Woman is the 
representative of the spiritual; and this inference goes 
farther: as the supremacy of the material and mascu- 
line energy produces a coarse, selfish, warlike age, so 
we may expect that the elevation of Woman would 
give supremacy to the spiritual forces, and create an 
era of moral refinement, fraternity and peace. 

The discussion, however, of this particular proposi- 
tion will be reserved for a subsequent chapter. 

We have no injustice to complain of in the general 
attitude of the man in ages past. His sovereignty was 
wisely ordered for the best. Material life and its 
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interests naturally precede the development of the 
spiritual, “That is not first that is spiritual,” says 
Paul, “but natural (material); and afterward that 
which is spiritual.” The man must be the forward 
dominating agent of a material age. As its special 
representative, nature assigned to him the pioneership 
of civilization. 

The human race found its lot cast upon a rock- 
ribbed planet, covered with primeval forests, and 
hemmed in on every side by vast mountains, seas and 
oceans. The first work before it was to subdue the 
earth, and make the wilderness and desert places a fit 
habitation for a refined, spiritual humanity. And so 
God rightly assigned this work to the man; and that 
he might be able to accomplish the Herculean under- 
taking, he gave him a brawny physical constitution, a 
powerful intellect, indomitable will, a towering ambi- 
tion, an ardent love of material things and their 
conquest, and back of all, an impassioned Self-Love; 
and thus armed and equipped, his Maker sent him 
forth to conquer the earth; to fell the forests, level or 
tunnel the mountains, explore oceans, establish trade 
and commerce, build villages and cities, and construct 
highways, canals, railroads and telegraphs over land 
and sea. 

But Self-Love, the love of wealth and glory, has 
been his inspiring genius from first to last, and no 
doubt this spirit was best in the rude animal life of 
- the race. Indispensable was the work to be done, and 
grand and glorious have been his achievements, not- 
withstanding his pathway has been marked by the most 
wanton excesses of cruelty, injustice and oppression. 

And here I must reiterate the statement made in 
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the previous chapter, that I believe it has been well 
for Woman and the race that her state has been a sub- 
ject one during this period. Had her equality been 
asserted or recognized, it must have been measured by 
material standards; and to have attempted to cope 
with man on such fields of activity would have im- 
bruted her finer being, and destroyed the unfolding 
germs of a higher spiritual Womanhood. From the 
more delicate muscular organization, and the larger 
nervous endowment, it is evident Nature purposed her 
exemption from the rigors attending the struggles 
~and wars and labors and competitions of such a ma- 
terial age. Besides all this, she could not possibly 
have maintained a position of equality, had it been 
conceded ; for the relations of individuals, as well as 
of nations, have been competitive rather than co- 
operative, giving to the stronger hand and head the 
supremacy ; and with a naturally inferior osseous and 
muscular system, and a less selfish and aggressive 
spirit, she would have been the universal victim of 
overpowering strength. Better, far better was it, to 
be a slave, a social inferior and dependent during this 
iron age, and bide her time for the dawning of a 
spiritual era, to be emancipated and enfranchised. 
Her subjection, though exhibiting many features of 
harshness and injustice, incident to an age of animal 
selfishness and aggression, has been, on the whole, 
natural and providential; a forethought in the mind 
of her Maker, who held her back for higher and di- 
viner uses. What these uses are, will become more 
and more apparent in the following pages. 

Admitting now these two obvious facts: first, that 
the past ages of human history have been the 
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outgrowth of the material nature ; and second, that they 
have been purely masculine in character, the conclu- 
sion and its corollary irresistibly follow—that the 
lower material side of our dual nature is masculine in 
essence, and that the higher spiritual department is femi- 
nine. And, moreover, anticipating a future argument, 
I may suggest in this connection, that should 
the spiritual nature ever gain an ascendancy over the 
material—and who doubts it?—a new era will dawn 
upon the world as distinguishingly feminine in char- 
ter as the old one has been masculine, and as much 
superior to it as the aspirations of the spirit are above 
the self-loving instincts of the animal life. 


Cee nd. 


THE MASCULINE AND FEMININE RELIGIONS. 


Keeping in mind what has been said respecting our 
dualistic organization, we are now prepared to consider 
certain religious developments of the race, which will 
enable us to comprehend more clearly the grounds on 
which we build our hope of a Divine REPUBLIC, as 
well as the evidence for believing that Woman will be 
the principal architect in its construction. 


At the close of the last chapter, I suggested, that 
should the spiritual life of humanity ever gain the 
ascendancy over the material forces, as hitherto the 
material has subordinated the spiritual, a feminine era 
of surpassing goodness and glory would necessarily 
succeed. Let us see how much reason there is to ex- 
pect such an inversion of the order of things. 


In the course of human progress, each side of our 
two-fold nature has given birth to a great system of 
religious ethics ; one of a material type, and the other 
of a spiritual type. These are known as the Mosaic 
and Christian Dispensations. The first is the offspring 
of our material propensities, and exhibits what theolo- 

gians call the Law; the other is the beautiful child of 
_ the spirit, of our higher nature, and reveals the Gospel.* 


* Tt is my desire to run clear of a strictly theological controversy. 
Religion has a human, as well as super-human origin ; andif scientists 
aud theologians would study both sides of the question, the cause of 
truth would be better served. They would be brought to see more 
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If what has been so often emphasized in this treatise 
be correct, that man is Nature’s special representative 
of the material forces of life, and Woman the repre- 
sentative of the moral and spiritual qualities, then we 
would expect to find these two systems of religion 
having originated in such sources, marked by mascu- 
line and feminine characteristics. And so we do. 
Here, as elsewhere, it will be noticed that whatever 
comes of the material organization resembles the man, 
and whatever comes of the spiritual essence bears the 
likeness of Woman. 


The Mosaic Dispensation, being born of the material 


elements of the race, and coming in an age of animal 
supremacy, is full of the thunders and curses and ter- 
rors of the Law, and displays all the masculine qualities 
of retributive justice, force, retaliation and Self-Love. 
On the other hand, the Christian Dispensation, being a 
later development and revelation, reflects the grandeur 
and divinity of the spiritual nature, and gives utter- 
ance to the Gospel system of moral ethics; which is 
distinguished by the feminine principle of mercy, for- 
giveness, kindness, patience, persuasion and Love. 
Hence, one belongs to the man, and the other to the 
Woman; not exclusively, but as representing the two 
types of character, their different qualities, dispositions 
and powers. 


And not less marked by these separate qualities are 


nearly alike, and, as a consequence, our science would become more 
religious, and our religion more scientific—a consummation greatly to be 
desired. 

It is more especially the natural origin and relation of the Mosaic 
and Christian Dispensations, that I wish to bring to view in their ap- 
plication to our subject ; and I claim the right to be criticised on such 
grounds, rather than on those of conflicting theological opinions and 
interpretations of Bibliology. 


i AD i aes ta ee 


—" 


\ 


WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 51 


the two great personal exponents of these systems. 
Moses, standing amid the awful thunders of Sinai, 
proclaiming the terrors of the Law, is the grand, stern 
representative of the masculine spirit, and man’s age. 

Jesus, the meek and lowly, delivering his sermon 
on the Mount of Beatitudes—Jesus weeping over the 
grave of Lazarus and condoling with mourning sisters 
— Jesus in the tender office of blessing little children 
and ministering unto the sick and the afflicted—is the 
perfect type of the feminine spirit, and Woman’s Era. 
Every feature of the one is material and masculine; 
every feature of the other is spiritual and feminine. 
And these separate traits become more and more visi- 
ble as we extend our examination into the origin, 
character and design of these two systems. 

The Mosaic Dispensation embodies man’s perception 
of justice and the principles of government, which he 
has relied upon since the organization of society, and 
which he is reluctant to surrender, however great may 
be the authority which recommends the substitution of 
something different. The maxim of this masculine 
Law of the Jews, tersely expressed in an iron rule, is 
this: Do unto others as they do unto you. Give love 
for love, and hate for hate; good for good, and evil 
for evil: ‘As a man doeth, so shall it be done to him; 
breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, life for 
life.” Jesus expresses in a single sentence the ani- 
mus of the Old Dispensation, when he announced the 
higher law of the spirit that should ultimately super- 
sede it. ‘Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor (friend,) and hate thy enemy.” 
A supremely selfish principle, but not more so than 
the source from whence it originated. 
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Now just the opposite of this system is the spirit 
that animates the feminine Dispensation of Love. Its 
maxim is the Golden Rule: Do unto others as you 
would that others should do unto you. “Love your 
enemies,” as well as friends. ‘ Render no man evil 
for evil,” but “bless them that curse you, and do good 
to them that hate you.” 

But what has been said in vindication of the wisdom 
of allowing the masculine force to dominate the world 
during its primitive development, applies with equal 
propriety here, as respects the time and place and mis- 
sion of the Mosaic Dispensation. While we justly 
attach more importance to its divine successor, around 
which we allow our highest hopes and joys and aspira- 
tions to cluster, it must not be overlooked that it was 
indispensably necessary to human progress. 

The Mosaic system recognized the dominant animal 
propensities of the race, and provided a rigid Law for 
their discipline, regulation and restraint. It was not 
the highest, but it was the best, considering Man’s 
condition; an institution covering the childhood of 
humanity, while the material nature was in the as- 
cendant. It was as wise a provision of the great Ruler 
of the world as was the introduction of the Gospel at 
a later period. Indeed, the Gospel law would have 
been as much out of place as a governing principle, in 
the past ages of material ascendancy, as would Wo- 
man holding the scepter of sovereign power at such 
atime. Both represent spiritual and moral forces, and 
must wait for a more enlightened and spiritual age to 
be recognized and enfranchised. The Mosaic Dispensa- 
tion was for a period when, as Paul expresses it, “we 
were all children, in bondage under the elements of 
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the world; wherefore the law was our school-master 
to bring us unto Christ.” 

We must bear in mind that human nature is a 
thing of growth and development as much as any- 
thing else on earth, and that the spiritual faculties 
were as yet lying in embryo in the great mass of man- 
kind at the dawning of the Mosaic period; and hence 
moral principles and influences could have exerted 
little or no control over the mind. ‘Till the spiritual 
nature begins to unfold, the individual is simply an 
animal, and feels no impulse but self-love, and is re- 
strained in the exercise of that only through fear of 
punishment or hope of reward. 


‘¢The fear of hell and the hangman’s rope 
Keeps many a wretch in order,” 


not man. 2 

Necessity is no less the mother of religions than of 
inventions. The Gospel could have been no revela- 
tion of truth to Man till the awakening of the moral 
perceptions, and he was able to find its confirmation 
in his own consciousness. Had Jesus come into the 
world in the days of Moses, and proclaimed his divine 
system of moral ethics, his mission would have been 
fruitless; Man’s spiritual vision was not then suffi- 
ciently developed to perceive any beauty or truth or 
power in such a system of divine philosophy. Even 
now, with the masses, it is little more than a sublime 
sentiment and profession, which strangely conflicts 
with the laws and practices of society; but in the 
infancy of the race it would have been worse than 
“foolishness,” and more than a ‘“‘stumbling block.” 
We cannot see till we have eyes, nor hear till we have 
ears. An individual destitute of musical taste, in 
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whom the faculties of time and tune are deficient, has 
no appreciation of music. Strike up the sweetest 
chords and melodies of earth, or the spheres, and you 
fail to awaken a response within his soul. So a per- 
son destitute of the love of the Beautiful within, sees 
no beauties without; the gorgeous splendors of nature 
all around him are a sealed book. He is like Words- 
worth’s Peter Bell— 


“4 primrose on the river’s brink, 
A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more.” 


Take two persons to Niagara—a Longfellow, in 
whose nature the sentiment of ideality and sublimity 
are large, and a Peter Bell, destitute of these; how 
different their impressions. Longfellow stands before 
this mighty cataract in rapt wonder and delight. Be- 
fore his inner sight there rises up a vision of the om- 
nipotent power and majesty of Jehovah, and he hears 
the awful thunders of his voice. He bows his spirit 
in solemn awe before the mighty God, and from the 
depths of his inspired heart there pours forth a hymn 
of reverence, prayer and praise 

Peter Bell, standing by his side, with eyes in his 
head, sees not, and ears, hears. not the things that 
transport his companion to the seventh heaven. To 
him it isa big thing, but a great waste of mill privi- 
lege. And instead of contemplating the Almighty, 
clothed in majesty and power, he is most irreverently 
thinking what a splendid Yankee enterprise it would 
be to place an almighty water-wheel under that de- 
scending sheet with a corresponding shaft attached, 
to which might be connected all the machinery and 
manufacturing establishments of the world! Could 
that be accomplished, Niagara would pay to visit. 
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So, persons deficient in moral and spiritual develop- 
ment are inaccessible, except through physical channels 
and agencies. It would be impossible to translate the 
spirit of the Sermon on the Mount, or the sentiment 
of Whittier’s poems, to the perception of a Feejee Is- 
lander. People must be approached somewhere near 
their own plane of life, if they are to be influenced 
and controlled. God always recognizes this principle ; 
and when the race was in its infancy and childhood, com- 
pounded of nine parts animal and only one part spiritual; 
when Man lived down in the basement story of the 
brain, and knew no restraint to his appetites and pro- 
pensities but fear of punishment, then God gave him 
the Mosaic Law, and governments founded on force 
and retaliation ; holding up before the mind rewards 
for obedience and’ penalties for disobedience. Thus 
was he encouraged, even through his self-love, by mo- 
tives of gain, to be good, and restrained through fear 
of pains from doing evil. Thisis well. It is better to 
serve God for the sake of the crown, than not to serve 
Him at all. 

In the light of these principles it is plain to be seen 
that the Mosaic Dispensation, as well as the systems 
of government in the past, which have been in har- 
mony with its spirit, has been expedient in time and 
place, the outgrowth of a divine necessity in the 
economy and purposes of human advancement. But 
it is temporary in its sway. It belongs exclusively to 
the animal phase of life, and it will have fulfilled its 
mission, and must pass away, when the spiritual 
powers of Man are sufficiently developed to assume 
the reins of government in the empire of the soul. It 
is just what Paul calls it. “our school-master to bring 
us unto Christ.” 
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The human race is subject to the law of growth like 
the individual, unfolding from an infantile and ado- 
lescent state to one of maturity, and the spiritual nature 
is the last to develop. It is the period of fruitage, to 
which human life has been steadily culminating 
through the ages, and it is as certain to come as that 
manhood follows childhood, or as fruit follow flowers 
and crown the tree with perfection. 

Our spiritual life may be said to have already blos- 
somed ; it blossomed with the advent of the Christian 
religion ; or more strictly speaking, the Christian reli- 
gion was the blossoming of our spiritual nature. 
About two thousand years ago the New Dispensation 
dawned upon the world; its coming being no less 
natural than providential. It came in the fullness of 
time as naturally as blossoms come on trees. It was 
both a development, and a revelation. It was born of 
Man’s spiritual affections as the Old Dispensation was 
born of the material, and discloses the nature and es- 
sence of the higher life, as the other does of his lower; 
and yet, in another sense, it was a grand and glorious 
revelation of God, bursting in upon the night of ages 
like the morning sun upon the darkened earth. It re- 
vealed the higher attributes of Deity, as well as the 
higher relations and duties of Man as a moral and 
spiritual being. 

In the youth of the world, the material vision saw 
only the material, masculine aspects of God's character. 
He was an Almighty Ruler, a terrible God, a Consum- 
ing Fire, full of omnipotent power, coercion and 
retribution—a very masculine conception of God, 
indeed. 

The moral vision subsequently awakened, and 
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inspired by the new life in the soul, saw the feminine 
side of Deity; that “God is Love,” a loving Parent, 
infinitely full of mercy, compassion and pity, and 
watching with an ever sleepless eye over his children 
with more than a mother’s solicitude and care. This 
completes, in general outline, the revelation of the di- 
vine Mind. The Old Dispensation shows us the 
Fatherhood of God, the New Dispensation, the Mother- 
hood of God; one is of the material, the other of the 
spiritual. . 

But let us bear in mind that this Dispensation of 
Love belongs to our race as well as to God; that it is 
an outgrowth from the soil of the soul, as well as a 

. revelation from the spiritual heavens. 

I protest against the idea, which, let us be thankful, 
is fast losing ground among our religious teachers, 
that the Christian system of religion is something 
foreign and extraneous to Man; something that has 
been imported and engrafted on our humanity. This 
isa mistake. Ethical Christianity is native to the hu- 
man soul, as much so as art, mathematics and music. 
It blossoms out of the heart, and its divine principles 
are eternal verities founded in the spiritual constitu- 
tion of Man, and reveal alike the moral magnificence 
and destiny of his higher life, and the laws and gov- 
ernment of the whole moral universe. Such a view 
gives an additional sanction to Christianity, and 
harmonizes Reason and Religion, Nature and Reve- 
lation. 

But to resume. The New Dispensation, like the 

Old, had its great representative and expounder in the 

person and character of Jesus Christ. This divine 

Teacher, however we view him, is the perfect type 
3* 
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of Man’s spiritual life, the world’s great Exempler, 
and best Revelation of God. His life seems to have 
been under the complete supremacy and direction of 
the moral affections, and hence self-love found no 
expression in his character. All his powers were con- 
secrated to the good of others in an unremitting service 
of love, sympathy and sacrifice. He went about 
doing good, preaching everywhere the new Gospel of 
the spirit. The central sun of the heavenly system 
which he taught, is LOVE, while Faith, Hope, Charity, 
Kindness, Mercy, Peace, Patience, Forgiveness, Long- 
suffering, and kindred virtues, are but planets and satel- 
lites revolving around this great spiritual Luminary. 

This Dispensation is the last one to Man; it com- 
pletes the circle of his development and crowns him 
with the perfections of the divine. All that may 
come after it will be but elaborations and more perfect 
unfoldings of that great system of spiritual philoso- 
phy and ethics, whose leading general principles were 
so faithfully taught and exemplified in the life and 
utterances of the Man of Nazareth. 

Each of the two hemispheres of human life has 
now been honored with a special religious Dispensa- 
tion, revealing its nature, laws, wants and tendencies; 
and should another one follow, setting, forth new and 
different principles, what part of our being would it | 
relate to or represent? Of course it is an assumption 
to declare that there is no higher life in Man than the 
spiritual part. What may yet be developed none can 
say. The great law of evolution may disclose in fu- 
ture ages a nature as much superior to the spiritual as 
the spiritual is superior to the material—some ser- 
aphic quality, possibly, as yet slumbering in the depths 
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of our being, whose law of life will as far transcend | 
the Golden Rule of Love as that transcends the iron ' 
rule of Self-Love; and if ever it does, there will then be 
another religious disclosure as much in advance of the 
Christian Dispensation as that is in advance of the 
Mosaic ; but such a possibility is so immeasurably dis- 
tant in the future, that we are justified in leaving it 
out of consideration altogether. ‘ 
But though we have reached the expression of the 
highest law of human conduct and relation in the 
Gospel, and may not look for anything to supersede 
it, it is not to be understood that we have reached the 
end of progress, and that henceforth we shall stand 
still. No, no; we are only in our moral and spiritual 
childhood now, and must continue to grow in grace 
and a knowledge of the truth till we reach the stature 
of divine Manhood. Seeing what the law of the 
spirit requires, we must go to work to reduce it to 
practice, substituting it for the law of the material in 
all the relations of life. The spiritual Man must as- 
sume the reins of authority, and rule the life of the 
individual and the race, creating governments, laws 
and institutions after its likeness as in the infancy of 
the race the animal Man held universal empire, and 
projected itself into the civilization of the world. 
This is the hope and realization of Christianity ; and 
when we consider the heavenly excellence of the 
spiritual nature, and the divine system of religion 
which has blossomed out of it, fragrant with richest 
promises, our expectations are placed none too high. 
Man was not created in vain. He shall rise out of the 
earth whence his Maker planted him and stand erect, 
- God-like and divine. The inmost spirit has ever been 
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protesting and struggling against the bondage of the 
flesh, and with prophetic vision stretched across 
the ages, has seen its final triumph in the good time 
coming, 

» * * ‘Of. brotherhood, and joy, and peace, 
Of days when jealousies and hate shall cease ; 
When war shall die, and Man’s progressive mind 
Soar as unfettered as its God designed.” 


This is the final destiny of the race, and whether the 
goal be far or near, we shall reach it. We have trav- 
eled a long way already, and may we not hope that 
we are almost on the border of the Promised Land? 
Commencing with the root-eating Bushman and Can- 
nibal, we have advanced, step by step, from untamed 
savagism to barbarism, from barbarism to semi-bar- 
barism, from semi-barbarism to semi-civilization, and 
from semi-civilization to our present state of civiliza- 
tion ; one more step remains to be taken, and we reach 
the goal of a divine humanity. 

Such an attainment isin harmony with tne great 
laws of development and the analogies of nature. 
Man, as the product of the earth and skies, repeats in 
his unfoldment the principles and changes that mark 
the formation of the parent planet. The early history 
of the race exhibits the same violent and tumultuous 
characteristics that are known to have belonged to 
the primitive development of the globe. 

There is, so to speak, a Mosaic period in nature, 
which is succeeded by a period of perfection and 
peace, typical of the Christian era of Love. In the 
first stages of planetary formation, the Creative Mind 
employed the crudest agencies and most violent means 
to direct, control and arrange elemental forces ‘accord- 


ing to His will. Earthquakes, tornadoes, upheavals, 
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mighty convulsions, which shook young earth from 
centre to circumference, were the rigid school-masiers 
employed to discipline the wild and willful world, and 
bring it unto the Christ of beauty and perfection. 
What unimaginable scenes of confusion and strife in 
that “ primeval war of elements!” Every square foot 
of earth beneath our feet bears the scars and marks of 
the mighty conflict. Is it doubted? Then go read 
the record written on tables of stone, inscribed by the 
finger of Jehovah on mountain and hill. Go to the 
depths of the sea, to the summit of the Andes, to the 
crater of Vesuvius, into the rumbling bowels of earth 
—go where you will, look where you may, and every- 
where you behold the terrible records of war and 


violence. 
‘6 No words can picture those terr:fic nights, 

When youthful earth passed from depths to heights ; 
No conflagration, however deep or dire, 
Could symbol forth the blaze of inward fire 
Peaceful isles to flaming mounts would turn,— 
Here a vale would sink, there a valley burn. 
The Alps, the Andes, the Appenines, and seas, 
The inland lakes, great hills and giant trees 
Like angry gods did heave, and burn, and sigh; 
And belching mountains sent their flames on high.” 


But that turbulent, forceful period is past, and the 
physical world has come under the influence of a kind 
of gospel dispensation. The great processes of nature, 
in the further perfection of the planet, are carried on 
by the milder agencies of heat, light, electricity, mag- 
netism and other silent, subtle forces. If there are 
still occasional earthquakes and upheavals, they are 
but the last mutterings of disbelief of old conserva- 
tism in the practicability of such gentle, feminine 
‘agencies in the growth and government of the globe. 
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And what is here observed to be a law in the forma- 
tion of the planet, is re-enacted in all the kingdoms of 
nature from low to high. The earlier and later career 
of Man through the ages includes the two great stages 
of development. In the first he is under the sway of 
the material energies, and his growth is characterized 
by violence, war and selfishness; this phase of exist- 
ence is succeeded by the maturity of the spiritual 
powers, when human life takes on the type of the di- 
vine, and is filled with works of goodness, peace and 
love. 

He who believes that the old type of civilization is 
a finality; that Man is always to be swayed and 
dominated by the groveling impulses of his material 
life, and remain for all time the same earthly, self-lov- 
ing animal that he has been in the past, reads the book 
of Nature and Revelation to little purpose, and im- 
peaches the wisdom and goodness of theirgreat Author. 

It is impossible to reconcile the idea of wisdom and 
perfection in the great plan of creation, without ad- 
mitting an intelligent design toultimate a higher and 
diviner type of society and government than has yet 
been witnessed on earth. We know that “God’s mills 
grind slow,” but if in the end, they turn out nothing 
finer nor better than Man has hitherto exhibited in his 
career, then surely is creation a stupendous failure and 
folly. We can readily admit the benevolent design 
and utility of allowing a limited period to the rule of 
Self-Love in the early life of the race, for the purposes 
of growth and accumula'ion ; the good that will accrue 
therefrom in time greatly outweighing the excesses 
that are incident to such a condition; but there is no 

‘wisdom, no benevolence, no love, in a system of 
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creation that perpetuates the sway of such a spirit 
indefinitely. 

The early life of everything is selfish, and must 
needs be. It is the period of growth and accumula- 
tion. It begins existence with little, a mere germ, and 
has nothing to give, but everything to gain. The 
benevolent impulse belongs to a later period. 

Take the development of an apple-tree as an illus- 
tration of this principle which pervades all the works 
of nature, and includes Man as well. It grows six or 
eight years, and yields nothing for the benefit of 
others. An intense selfish impulse seems to rule its 
life. Iteats and drinks day and night, and thinks only 
of self-aggrandizement, and how it can out-run and 
over-reach its neighbors. It sends an army of servants 
far out into the soil to collect the best and richest ele- 
ments of the earth for its own use, never giving a 
thought whether the little peach and pear and plum, 
struggling in its vast shade, shalllive or die. ‘No. 1” 
isits motto! It braces itself in the breeze and stretches 
out its strong arms and branching fingers and leafy 
palms, to clutch all the precious elements within its 
reach, and stores them away in its capacious trunk like 
a very miser! What a monster of selfishness! Can 
it be possible that its Maker gave it such a nature? 
and is there to be noend to its greed? Will it devour 
forever, and never be made to give back its hoarded 
wealth? God most surely implanted those selfish 
tendencies there, and for a wise purpose; but He set 
limits to their action beyond which they cannot pass. 
Look again, and behold the miracle of regeneration ! 
The all-wise Spirit of nature whispers a low, solemn 
command in the secret chambers of life, and the tree 
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hears the voice of its Maker, and obeys. Listen, 
reader, and you may hear what is said. ‘“‘ O tree, long 
hast thou cumbered the ground, eating and drinking 
and gathering to thyself alone the good things of earth, 
and hast made no restitution. Now let love take the 
place of self-love in thy heart; be generous and bear 
fruit for others’ good.” And straightway a new life 
descends upon the tree; it puts forth ten thousand 
fragrant blossoms, which soon turn into golden fruit 
and burden the tree with goodness, returning at last an ~ 
hundred-fold for all it had in selfishness consumed. 

And so it shall be with our race. That tree is a 
type of the dual character of the great tree of humanity, 
first self-loving, and then loving. We may be longer 
in maturing, but the same law and the same God are 
in us and behind us; and in time we must feel their 
mighty regenerative influence. The affections and 
tendencies of our being will be reversed, and we shall 
as certainly bear the fruit of the spirit, as heretofore 
we have borne the fruit of the flesh. Society and 
government will be reorganized upon the basis of 
divine Love, and selfishness, greed, oppression, war, 
retaliation, strife, competition, and other like features 
of a material, selfish, masculine age, will pass into his- 
tory, and be read by succeeding generations with a 
shudder of astonishment. The world will come under 
the dominion of the higher powers of the soul, and 
human interests and relations will be regulated and - 
governed—not any longer by the old rigid principle 
of absolute Law, force and retaliation—but by the 
milder appliances of the spirit. 

Every human soul in its highest moments sa felt 
that such an era would sometime dawn upon the world. 
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Nature teaches it, philosophy confirms it, religion 
reveals it, prophets foretell it, and bards sing of its 
coming glories. And it will come 

Which sex is it presumed, will contribute most 
toward inaugurating this universal reign of Love? 


We shall see. 


Gabel Vatick ig 


THE WoMAN’s CAUSE THE CAUSE OF CHRIST. 


In my hasty survey of the two great religious Dis- 
pensations in the last chapter, I endeavored to show 
that the first one is a masculine system of principles, 
and the second one a feminine system. And, if that 
which resembles the masculine in every quality and 
feature, may rightly be called masculine, and that 
which bears the perfect likeness of the feminine be 
termed feminine, then I think my view of them is 
correct. 

This view is borne out. also by the Bible writers 
themselves. The prophets and inspired men of old 
seemed to realize that the Dispensation under which 
they lived was masculine in character, for they always 
represented that better and diviner institution, the 
Christian religion, which they predicted would suc- 
ceed and supersede their own, as feminine in type, 
and gave to it the appellation of ‘‘ Daughter of Zion ;” 
and the New Testament writers, as well as Christians 
ever since, have used that title to designate the Church 
of Christ. 

If more is wanting to settle the matter, it is to be 
found in the fact that the Mosaic Dispensation came 
and reached its highest point of culmination at a 
period when the masculine mind dominated the whole 
world, with scarce a trace of the feminine spirit 
visible to relieve its rigid severity; and the sway of 
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material energy continued with unabated rigor till the 
dawn of Christianity, from which time is dated its 
gradual decline, as well as the gradual emancipation 
and elevation of Woman. And just in proportion as 
Christianity has advanced, there has been a corres- 
ponding increase of Woman’s influence and power, 
and vice versa; so true is this, that it might be a ques- 
tion which is the cause and which the effect ; though the 
truth probably is, that they have mutually helped 
each other as parts of one and the same great system 
of spiritual development. 

But let that be as it may, the circumstance that 
Woman’s emergence from the bondage of ages is 
simultaneous with the advent of the Christian era, to- 
gether with the prominent fact that the separating 
qualities of her nature and the principles of the Gospel 
are one in essence ; and also the ascription of a feminine 
character to the Christian Church by the inspired 
writers themselves, leave little doubt but what the 
New Dispensation belongs in a peculiar manner to 
Woman and her era, and that she is its special repre- 
sentative on earth. 

It follows, therefore, that the two are inseparably 
and reciprocally associated. In proportion as Wo- 
man is elevated and promoted will the divine religion 
of Jesus prevail, and in the ratio that that prevails 
will woman be lifted out of her subject state; and 
when we shall witness the complete triumph of Christi- 
anity, we will behold at the same time the exaltation 
of feminine life to a position of sovereign power and 
influence over the world; a position corresponding in 
rank to that which the masculine mind has held under 
the Mosaic Age. This deduction follows inevitably 
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from all the premises laid down. None other is possi- 
ble. If the reader has gone with me thus far, he must 
accept this conclusion or turn back. The dominancy 
of the masculine principle expires with the dominancy 
of the material age; and the supremacy of the femi- 
nine comes in with the supremacy of the spiritual. If 
ever the moral faculties develop strength enough to 
subordinate the material propensities, if the: spiritual 
Man ever gains the mastery over the animal man, if. 
the New Dispensation ever supersedes the Old Dispen- 
sation, and Christ becomes in fact the end of the Law, 
then it is morally certain that the feminine spirit will 
gain the position of supremacy, and give the law of 
the world; and “that which was first shall be last, 
and the last shall be first.” 

But Jet not my masculine reader take alarm, and 
throw down the book in a panic. I do not mean to 
say that Woman as a sex is going to usurp power, and 
reduce man to a subject condition, and rule over him 
as he has ruled over her. That would be a coup d'etat 
altogether too masculine for her ever to contemplate. 
What is meant is, that the feminine elements of human- 
ity, in the man as well as in the woman, will become 
sovereign, and unitedly transform our civilization 
from the likeness of the material into the likeness of 
the spirtual. 

I have heretofore observed that each sex is bi- 
sexual; the man having a feminine side, which is the 
spiritual part, and the woman having a masculine 
side, which is the material part. Material and mas- 
culine, and spiritual and feminine, may thus be 
considered synonymous terms. Now it is this femi- 
nine life of both sexes which constitutes the spiritual 
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side of our humanity, that I claim will attain, with the 
triumph of Christianity, a paramount position in the 
world. 

Yet as Woman is naturally sovereign in the moral and 
spiritual life, and by the very constitution of her larger 
feminine soul must ever remain so, she will, by divine 
right, occupy a sovereign place in this new Era of 
Love; and it will be the highest glory and chivalry of 
a regenerated manhood to help secure and maintain 
her supremacy there, while the man will continue to 
hold his empire over the material interests of the 
world. 

There can be no real rivalry between the two sexes ; 
the interest of one is the interest of the other; for the 
personal life of each is included in the other. The 
man is but a hemisphere, half a being, and Woman is 
the other half; and it requires the two to make up the 
perfect individuality, the full rounded sphere of life. 
The sexes are indissolubly bound together, and no 
honor, no glory, can come to woman that man does 
not share. 

The feminine sex is to the masculine sex what the 
spiritual nature in the individual is to the material ; 
and as the cultivation of this better side sanctifies and 
ennobles the personal character of the individual, so 
the elevation, education and promotion of the feminine 
sex, exalts collective humanity, and advances Christian 
civilization. Woman is the spiritual part, and if she 
be lifted up, the man is lifted up, and if she be debased, 
he is debased. 

_“ The woman’s cause is man’s; they rise or sink 
Together, dwarfed or god-like, bond or free.” 


And so: when it is said that the material and animal 
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qualities are special attributes of the masculine 
nature, and that the moral and spiritual qualities are 
special characteristics of the feminine, why should 
men care on which side lie the one or the other, so 
long as Woman belongs to their larger personality, and 
they share her every greatness and glory? 

We see in Woman the type of the highest civiliza- 
tion. The more man takes on her character the more 
does he resemble the divine—the nearer like Him who 
is the world’s highest ideal. The sharp angularities 
are smoothed away, and a softer, gentler spirit pervades 
his life. We say that modesty, meekness, holiness, | 
gentleness and love, are feminine qualities; so they 
are ; but Jesus makes their acquisition by man, as well 
as woman, indispensable to the perfection of Christian 
character, and to enable us to become the children of 
God. He who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven, 
says the divine Teacher, is most child-like; and he 
who is the greatest among men on earth, says Eng- 
land’s noted historian, is most woman-like. Not a 
weak, effeminate man; but a man of large spiritual 
perceptions, large heart, ardent sentiment, and tender 
sympathy. The tender, feminine heart in Abraham 
Lincoln, which would cause him to sit down and weep 
like a woman over the scenes and sufferings of the 
battle-field, was infinitely nobler than the courage and 
intrepidity of a Richard Coeur de Leon. 

All honor to the Woman nature as the representative 
of the divine and heavenly ; men cannot respect it too 
much, nor reverence it too highly. 

“So much as one holds Woman in esteem, 


Purely or basely as he deals with love, 
So much is his regard for honor, or 
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So little ; such the honor he receives! 

Who not himself respects, honors not Woman ; 
Who does not honor Woman, knows he love? 
Who knows not love, can he know honor then? 
Who knows not honor, what has he beside ?”” 


ae a rule, it is safe to distrust the man and the 
goodness of the man, who is lacking in reverence for 
Woman. Depend upon it, he is lacking in reverence 
for things spiritual and divine. If he lays claim to 
respectability, he may, perhaps, mouth these words as 
much as anybody; but he has no keen, intuitive per- 
ception of their excellence and power. His bearing 
toward Woman is haughty and half-insolent. When 
he speaks of her, there is a tone of detraction, of 
undisguised contempt, in his voice. Her “proper 
sphere” no one can define as easily as he. The femi- 
nine qualities of tenderness, pity, compassion and mercy, 
find no place in his creed. He seems to despise those 
elements which he lacks most. He is pure mascu- 
linity. If a church-member, in his heart he worships 
Moses rather than Christ, and admires more the 
thunders of Sinai than the sunshine of the Sermon on 
the Mount. He believes in the efficacy of Law, not 
Love; in retributive .justice, stone walls, and the 
gallows. 

Heartless, cruel-minded men are always despisers 
and contemners of the gentler sex. St. Dominic, the 
author of the infernal Inquisition, had such a contempt 
for the feminine nature that he would not look a wo-. 
man in the face. The noblest, and most spiritually 
gifted men honor and reverence Woman as somehow 
representing the diviner half of our humanity. Con- 
sider how tenderly and reverently Jesus always spoke 
of Woman. Not one word have we that ever fell from 
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his lips in her condemnation or reproof, while he was 
often severe in his rebukes and denunciations of men. 


The claim of woman, or that which is here made for 
her, to the title of representative of the Christian religion, 
naturally awakens the inquiry, Why the Messiah did 
not appear in the person of a woman? or why Jesus 
did not choose women for his disciples, and select 
them to go forth to evangelize the world? or why 
men should have so generally filled the office of the 
Christian ministry for two thousand years? The 
reason is obvious Human necessity, which God in 
his providence never overlooks, required in a time like 
that in which Jesus appeared, that the Spirit should 
be clothed in the form of the man. If they would 
hardly tolerate Him, or give ear to His words of wisdom, 
how impossible it would have been for Woman, with 
all the prejudices of men-kind generally, and of the 
Jews in particular, against her teaching in public, to 
have appeared either in the character of a Redeemer 
or an Evangelist. The very system which she repre- 
sents must work somewhat her own emancipation 
before she could be allowed to perform such offices, 

Besides, the early development of the Christian re- 
ligion did not need so much the special qualities of the 
Woman nature to secure its advancement as it did 
masculine qualities Head-force was better than heart- 
force It has been a work of propagandism, intellectual 
aggression and fierce controversy; and of wars and 
conquests in no small degree; and hence, there was a 
natural fitness im selecting the mighty minds and 
bodies of men to do this pioneer work of Christianity. 
The labor was congenial, and they have been zealous 
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in its prosecution. Man represents the intellectual or 
theological part of Christianity, and Woman more the 
religious part. Masculine Christianity is theoretical, 
feminine Christianity is practical; and as theory al- 
ways precedes practice, it was natural-that attention 
should be paid to doctrinal Christianity before it was 
to ethical Christianity. And so Doctors of Divinity, 
with their doctrines, dogmas, debates and defences, 
were the John the Baptist in the wilderness, preparing 
the way for the Doers of Divinity who should come 
after them. Under all these circumstances, we see the 
wisdom and necessity of placing the primitive develop- 
ment of Christianity under masculine direction. 

But though it was inexpedient, if not impossible, 
that the founder of the New Dispensation should have 
been a woman, may we not cherish the belief, held to 
by many eminent divines, and which seems more than 
probable, that Jesus represented and honored in his 
nature both sexes. On this theory, Woman may cer- 
tainly claim the better part; for while Christ wore the 
outward garb of man, the divinity within resembled 
the sweet, compassionate spirit of Woman. And if 
she, in consequence of her long captivity to earthly 
powers, was unprepared to be the embassador of His 
first coming, she will be foremost to inaugurate a 
divine system of government, and prepare the way for 
the “Second Coming” of the Lord of Hosts. 


Christianity has not yet accomplished its great prac- 
tical mission to the world. Though it has modified, 
it has not changed the type of civilization from what 
it was at the time of its advent, and it is evident it 
never will, till its proper spiritual representative is 
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permitted to exert a more direct influence upon the civil 
and political affairs of the world. Our laws and gov- 
ernments and institutions, are now so firmly rooted in 
the principles of material force, they are such purely 
masculine methods, that men distrust the effacacy of 
milder agencies, and of themselves will never substi- 
tute them for their own long established systems. They 
are all founded upon the spirit of the Law, and before 
they can be reorganized and established upon the 
principles of the Gospel, Woman must be in full pos- 
session of civil and political power. 

But whether the ballot is deemed essential or not to 
this end—a point I will not urge just here—if the claim 
which is set up for Woman be conceded, that she is 
the special representative of the New Dispensation, 
then it will hardly be denied that through her, in some 
way, must be realized our hopes of a true Christian 
civilization. In view of the important bearing this 
claim has upon the whole discussion, in the hope of 
removing any doubt remaining on the point, allow 
me to add to the evidence already presented the testi- 
mony even of the adversaries of the Woman. Suffrage 
cause. 

All that I have assumed for Woman as the type of 
the spiritual nature, and the nearest in character like 
Christ, has been fully admitted, and even dwelt upon 
by eminent opposers, as an argument against the re- 
form; though, of course, our conclusions drawn from 
the same facts are widely different. As specimens of 
the views commonly held by all respectable opposers, 
I will quote two or three Doctors of Divinity among 
others, asking the reader to note that we do not 
differ materially in our general conceptions of the 
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characteristic powers of the feminine nature; we disa- 
gree only in our inferences respecting the uses to which 
these powers should be put. 

The Rev. Dr. Lord, of Vermont, an uncompromising 
adversary of Woman Suffrage, in an article published 
in the Green Mountain Freeman, says: “I have loved 
to think that the seed of the Woman shall bruise the 
serpents head. Le who had a human mother, but no 
human father, whose pre-eminent grace was feminine 
rather than masculine, whose virtue was patience and 
suffering, rather than courage and intrepidity, has 
struck the key-note of Woman’s rights and duties. 
His kingdom was not of this world (the material 
period); her kingdom is not of this world. She has 
received her power and her office as a gift straight 
from the Prince of Peace. She is to be a Princess of 
Peace. Her’s is the healing, helping, blessing office. 
It has its type in the Son of God, and He who bade 
his disciples to ‘look on his mother’ has made her 
position one of infinite honorand beauty. * * * 
Like Him to-whom she gave birth, and in whose life 
she has her power, she must be enduringly, incorrupt- 
ably good ; instinctively, infallibly wise. Let her be the 
advocate of every virtue, and reformer of every vice; 
the generous patroness of intelligence; the forgiver 
and healer of sin; the minister of love; the sister of 
the poor and outcast; the disciple of Christ.” 

And now only think what his opinion of the 
naughty man is: He says, “the man is a giant of 
selfishness, passion and wrong.” That is certainly 
severe; but as it does not come from Susan B. 
Anthony, or Anna E. Dickinson, but rather from a 
Doctor of Divinity who wars against Woman Suffrage, 
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masculine opposers will doubtless accept the statement 
as orthodox. 

The Rev. Robert Laird Collyer, D. D., of Illinois, 
another persistent opposer of Woman’s political en- 
franchisement, says: ‘(Of Woman life is born. Man 
is of Woman. The life of the race is the gift of Wo- 
man; is in the keeping of Woman. In Christian 
times it has been freely accorded to Woman to do the 
finer and diviner things—things that pertain to the 
spirit and character of the race, while man has accept- 
ed the instinct of his sex, and groveled in the lower 
and material things. 

“The order of creation gives us women as the highest 
expression of God’s power and intelligence. God 
made man, and man found himself incapable, and less 
than a cipher in himself. Man had faculties, but none 
above the plane of reason, which doomed him to come 
to his conclusions by the slow process of logic. All 
the faculties of Woman are above the plane of logic, 
not below it. She has fancy, imagination, intuition. 
She knows without logic; she knows because she 
knows; and her intuition, after all, holds the lamp for 
the timid feet of reason. 

“T concede, without debating the ground, that Wo- 
man’s lot implies more and more trying sacrifices than 
man’s. But in this very element of sacrifice I find the 
highest and most potent pledge of Woman’s equality 
—nay, superiority to man.” Show me the greatest 
spirit of sacrifice, and I will show you the greatest 
spirit of life! Sacrifice is the most Godlike texture 
of the universe. He who suffers most for others is 
most like the divinest men, most like Christ and God. 
Women who do not understand this, but ought to, 
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who do not enter into their higher life, draw back their 
souls and would descend to the plane of men; and my 
most serious protest against the spirit of the Woman 
Movement is, that we do not need a race of women 
more like men, but just as unlike as possible. The 
times demand, not increasing similarity, but dissimi- 
larity.” 

Dr. J. G. Holland, a lecturer and writer against 
Woman Suffrage, in his ‘‘ Kathrina,” pays the follow- 
ing beautiful “Tribute” to Woman : 


“More human, more divine than we— 
Io truth, half human, half divine— 
Ts Woman, when good stars agree 
To temper with their beams benign 
The hour of her nativity. 


True sister of the Son of Man: 
True sister of the Son of God: 
What marvel that she leads the van 
Of those who in the path He trod, 
Stili bear the cross and wear the ban? 


O! Woman—mother! Woman—wife! 

The sweetest names that language knows} 
Thy breast, with holy motives rife, 

With holiest affection glows, 
Thou queen, thou angel of my life! 


Noble and fine in his degree 

Is the best man my heart receives: 
And this my heart’s supremest plea 

For him: he feels, acts, lives, believes, 
And seems, and is, the most like thee. 


Ambition, appetite and pride— 
These throng and thrall the hearts of men: 
These plait the thorns, and pierce the side 
Of Him who, in our souls again, 
Is spit upon, and crucified. 
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The greed for gain, the thirst for power, 
The lust that blackens while it burns: 
Ah! these the whitest souls deflour! 
And one, or all of these by turns, 
Rob man of his divinest dower! 


Yet man, who shivers like a straw 
Before Temptation’s lightest breeze, 

Assumes the master—gives the law 
To her who, on her bended knees, 

Resists the black-winged thunder-flaw! 


To him who deems her weak and vain, 
And boasts his own exceeding might, 

She clings through darkest fortune fain; 
Still loyal, though the ruffian smite; 

Still true, though crime his hands distain! 


And is this weakness? Is it not 

The strength of God, that loves and bear 
Though he be slighted or forgot 

In damning crimes or driving cares, 
And closest clings in darkest lot?” 


But, chief among the opponents, stands the Rev. 
Horace Bushnell, D. D., of Connecticut, who has es- 
sayed the most labored and logical opposition yet 
made, in a work entitled ‘‘Woman Suffrage—the Re- 
form against Nature.” Let me quote a few sentences 
from his work, showing his conception of feminine 
qualities and Woman’s special Christian character, 
after which I will briefly state the grounds of his op- 
position without troubling the reader with extensive 
extracts to get at his argument. He says: “ We have 
many more Christian women than Christian men; 
their piety ranges higher, and they have, many of 
them, higher gifts of experience, and, practically 
speaking, a more instructed insight of the Christian 
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truth and life. They pray more than men and com- 
monly know better how to pray. They do more 
voluntary work. Twice as many women as men are 
engaged in Christian works and relation. § * bs 
They do quite as much, and, I strongly suspect, more 
for the world. ‘Their moral nature is more delicately 
perceptive. Their religious inspirations, or inspirabili- 
ties, put them closer to God, as having a more celestial 
property, and affinities more superlative * * * 
Woman is less supremely, less undivertably selfish. 
She is milder, truer, and closer to the image of God’s 
own dear submissions in the cross of His Son. * 
*  * There is no other character so divinely impres- 
sive, or so beautifully configured to God’s purity; 
therefore none that is gifted with a power so tran- 
scendent. 3 3 “ The morally grandest 
sight we see in this world, is a real and ideally true 
Woman. Her type of life is more lke that of Christ than 
any man’s can be.” 

Concerning men, he says that their natural plane of 
life is “ the selfish prose level of masculine contrivings, 
rivalries and struggles after power, and if there were 
nothing in this world but these workers in will and 
war and wrong, called men, it would be a most unblest 
and wretchedly dry concern.” 

Dr. Bushnell’s argument against Woman Suffrage 
is predicated upon the assumption that ‘“ masculinity 
carries, in the distribution of sex, the governmental 
function ;” that “man is the forward governing nature, 
and Woman the subject nature.” This does not 
imply inferiority at all in Woman, for he says that 
Jesus was a subject being, and like His, her govern- 
ment does not belong to a material world. He holds 
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substantially to the theory advanced in this work, that 
man is the representative of the material world and 
the Mosaic Dispensation, and Woman the representa- 
tive of the spiritual world and Christian Dispensation. 
“The Law,” he says, “ which is the man, goes before, 
rough-hewing the work of government,” while ‘‘ the 
Gospel, meantime, coming after in order, is the 
Woman.” 

Now all that these writers say of the actual qualities 
of Woman’s nature, of her superior moral and 
spiritual endowments, her finer organization and more 
Christ-like character, I heartily indorse; and will add, 
that they are by no means artificial acquirements that 
merely ornament the life, but they are the permanent 
qualities and powers of her sex, and distinguish the 
Woman nature from the man nature. And [I also 
cheerfully accept the fundamental proposition of Dr. 
Bushnell, that ‘“‘man is the forward, governing nature, 
and Woman the subject nature,” with the qualification 
that this relation exists naturally only during the su- 
premacy of the material age, The material world is 
man’s rightful dominion, and while that is in the 
ascendent, Woman will have the instinct and good 
sense to know her place and let the governing natures 
manage things ; but we see a moral world fast coming 
into view, and the laws of that world, as well as that 
sex which best represents moral forces, must then take 
precedence. In an animal age man’s priority is undis- 
puted ; equally so is Woman’s in a spiritual era. 

Now we have always been taught that it was the 
province of Christianity to ultimately make the higher 
laws of our nature the governing principles of life, to 
the end tha Christ’s kingdom might be established in 
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the world, and God’s will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven. For what else do we daily pray? And so 
when this condition is attained, those who had been 
subject natures under the Law are emancipated, and 
evermore made free under the Gospel. 

The main argument that underlies the opposition of 
these writers, as well as all others, is, that our age is a 
material one, full of cruelty, competition, coarseness 
and crime; that governments are founded on selfish- 
ness and force, and characterized by war, intreague, 
fraud and corruption; and consequently need the 
strong arm, the rugged will, and the coarse natures to 
administer them ; that the right to make laws and rule, 
implies the possession of power to enforce obedience, 
and the physical inability of Woman to perform the 
second part, is Nature’s warrant for excluding her from 
the first; in short, that Woman, with her finer organi- 
zation and diviner sympathies, laboring in these low, 
material departments, would be sadly out of her 
sphere. 

These conclusions are sound and irresistable, if it be 
true that the material type of civilization is always to 
be perpetuated, or if it be desirable to perpetuate it ; 
for it must be obvious that to give Woman an equal, 
controlling influence in these affairs, would have the 
effect to change the type to her own likeness, molding 
it more and more into the image of the spiritual. But 
right here is the falacy of their position: their whole 
argument proceeds upon the assumption that the old 
material and Mosaic type of civilization is a finality ; 
that it is designed for us to always remain under the 
domination of the animal life. This cannot be. The ad- 
vent of Christianity disproves it; for if the principles 

4* 
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of the ancient system were complete, why the in- 
finite labor and sacrifice to enunciate a new system 
of spiritual ethics to antagonize them, knowing it 
would be a vain and fruitless strife? Why the cease- ’ 
less, restless, unending conflict in the human soul for 
the mastery over the “ world, the flesh and the devil,” 
if there is no victory ever to be gained ? 

But such a supposition is disproved by the natural 
course of civilization, which has been tending gradually 
to the supremacy of the moral over the material; and 

_if it keeps on, it is only a question of time for the 
former to gain a complete triumph. Civilization les- 
sens the influence of the physical strength and brute 
force, and augments all the higher powers of the 
mind, intellectual and moral. It is only as civiliza- 
tion advances that we see material force lose that 
absolute sway which it bears in all barbarous, or semi- 
barbarous States; and in proportion as the power of 
physical force has declined, the position and influence 
of Woman has advanced and improved, till the time 
has come when it is possible for her to assume such a 
controlling share in civil and political life as to insure 
the speedy triumph of the higher principles. 

One objection here needs special notice. The most 
plausible argument ever made against this claim for 
Woman, and yet really the most sophistical, is the 
proposition that the right to govern implies the ability 
and willingness to enforce. But Dr. Holland, who 
has made this argument do the most valiant service in 
his opposition, has not shown one whit more logic in 
maintaining the position, than did men eighty years ago 
in opposing the Schoolmam Movement of New England 
on the same ground. The opposition claimed that 
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Woman would be manifestly out of her sphere in 
teaching school; and they thought they had clenched 
the argument and settled the question forever, when 
they pointed to the fact that nature had not endowed 
her with sufficient physical strength to enforce author- 
ity, and chastise the big boys when necessary ! 

But after much discussion and a good deal of trepi- 
dation, it was decided to try the experiment, when, to 
their astonishment, they found that she taught as good 
a school, and kept better government, without the rod, 
than the masculine pedagogue did with. And now 
the profession is almost exclusively surrendered to her 
charge, the only debatable question in the case being, 
whether man is exactly in his sphere teaching the 
young idea how to shoot. 

Does not this successful experiment prove the possi- 
bility of dispensing with physical force in the 
government of the world? or if it must still be relied 
on, could not those who are fitted to use it, do so 
without making it an occasion to exclude Woman 
from the higher councils of State ? 

What are the facts? Itis true that brute power is 
used in the compulsory enforcement of law; and it is 
equally a fact in the history of the world, that those 
who are relied upon to execute the laws and go to war, 
have been persons who had least to do in making 
them; and vice. versa, those who have made laws, 
treaties and declarations of war, have had least to do 
personally in enforcing them. 

And this arrangement is right; it is a wise division 
of functions in the economy of human government. 
The direction of public affairs naturally falls to the 
province of the greater mind, rather than the greater 
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muscle, to brain rather than brawn, to intelligent cul- 
ture and refinement rather than brute force. To 
disfranchise all those who by nature and taste are 
disqualified to perform the rougher work of jailor, 
hangman and soldier, would be to place the govern- 
ment of the world under the supreme direction of the 
lower animal life. High moral and intellectual en- 
dowments would be subordinated to physical power ; 
matter would be enthroned above mind. 

Such an arrangement would contravene the order 
of nature. The Supreme Mind, the Infinite Spirit, 
directs and governs the universe, using the lightnings, 
air, water, heat, gravitation, electricity, magnetism, 
and other inferior material forces, as his servants, 
sheriffs and soldiers to execute his will. 

Now if the principle set forth in the objection to 
Woman Suffrage be sound, that those who are the 
authors of laws should personally enforce them, then 
is the divine system of government, and the govern- 
ment of society, as shown in human history, all wrong. 
Who believes this? The higher life must design, 
control and command; the inferior must administer, 
execute, enforce. 

Woman’s sphere is not brute force, neither is it the 
sphere of a great many men. Whittier, Longfellow, 
Sumner and Garrison would be quite as much out of 
their sphere acting as policeman, hangman and war- 
rior, as would Lucretia Mott, Lydia Maria Child, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Julia Ward Howe. And 
yet such men as these, who are the least qualified by 
nature and inclination to enforce the laws, are the 
very ones who do most to make and mold the insti- 
tutions and governments of the world. And it is 
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right they should; they are the best spirits among 
men. And yet in their mental, moral and spiritual 
endowments, they represent infinitely more of the 
Woman nature than the jailor, hangman and soldier. 
And if the most womanly men, men most like women, 
are the wisest and best counsellors in the government of 
the world, what will we not gain when we admit Wo- 
man herself to share in the direction of public affairs? 
The collective interests of society should be under the 
supervision of the wise, the virtuous, the conscientious, 
the intuitive and the good. 

It is plain, therefore, that the proposition we are 
considering, though it wears so plausible a face, is 
extremely falacious. The reverse statement is much 
more correct, viz: the ability to make laws, secures 
exemption from the duty to personally enforce them. 
This principle obtains in every department of human 
economy. The architect who plans the erection of a 
palace, does not perform the masonry and carpentry 
and joinery of the edifice. He who designs the con- 
struction of a suspension bridge across the Niagara, 
stands on the bank and directs the operation. 

Until, then, the objector can set aside the divine 
method of government, and the facts of history, and 
prove that only those who represent ignorance and 
brute power are entitled to make laws and rule 
the world, will he find any sanction for disfranchising 
Woman, because her Maker has put so much of the 
milk of human kindness and sympathy in her breast, 
that she shrinks back with pity and dread from the 
whipping-post, the gallows and the bloody field of 
battle. And had man, who assumes alone the right 
to govern society, more of this same Christly love in 
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his nature, our world would be the better for it; and 
when he shall be wise and just enough to admit his 
better half into all his counsels, the fiendish cruelties 
and barbarisms and wars which are now practiced and 
waged in the name of law and justice, will no longer 
disgrace a professed Christian civilization. 

Now this providential arrangement which we see 
running through history, of taking, as much as pos- 
sible, the control of the world out of the hands of the 
lower and more brutal, and giving it to the higher and 
better, is a special means of securing human progress. 
Reverse the order, and we should go back to savagism. 
And in this wise arrangement, which seems almost like 
a blind instinct of the race groping its way toward a 
higher destiny, is found assurance of the ultimate 
triumph of the spiritual life of the world, the point we 
are having under consideration. 

And this testimony of nature and ae harmon- 
izes with the aims of the Christian religion. If there 
be any truth in Christianity, it is that the supremacy 
of the material age is destined to pass away and be- 
come subordinate ; that Christianity came to supersede 
it, and place the reins of government in the hands of 
the spiritual nature ; a consummation which these very 
clergymen, whom I have quoted, are laboring to bring 
about. But, pray, how is this ever to be accomplished, 
if we exclude the principal agent and representative 
of the spiritual kingdom from taking part in its 
inauguration? It were more absurd than the play of 
Hamlet with Hamlet left out. Only by the infusion 
of the higher elements into the organic life of the Re- 
public is the transformation from the Old to the New 
possible; and this must come from the active 
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participation of the feminine. natures in all civil and 
public affairs. 

We have already noticed that governments are 
formed in the likeness of those who make them ; these 
in the past have been man-made and founded on the 
principles of the material life; and as a natural conse- 
quence, they have been full of brute force, strife, op- 
pression and self-aggrandizement. And what new 
element now is the man prepared to introduce which 
will regenerate existing systems of governmental life, 
and create a different civilization? He can only bring ~ 
himself, his ruling nature, and what that is, the history 
of six thousand years clearly shows. No; if human 
society is ever to be reconstructed upon the basis of 
the spiritual nature ; if the principles of the Gospel are 
ever to be interwoven into the texture and organic life 
of the nation; if human government is ever to be 
modeled after the type of the divine, and regard the 
moral interests of the Commonwealth as paramount 
to the material, then nothing is more evident than that 
Woman, who is the principal representative of the 
Christian spirit and better part of humanity, must take 
an active, prominent, leading position in such reor- 
ganization. 

1 think Dr. Bushnell himself would admit, that 
should the spiritual nature, either through the law of 
development, or from divine influences from on high 
coming into it, or both, ever gain supremacy over the 
lower life, so as to become the source of governments 
and laws, that Woman would of necessity be emanci- 
pated from her subject condition, and be called to share 
in the government of the world. In a material king- 
dom man could rightfully claim the sole governing 
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power; but ‘selfish ” and ‘‘ wrong,” as he thinks man 
is by nature, we cannot believe that he would claim 
for him the same right to rule over a moral empire, to 
the exclusion of those who have far greater moral en- 
dowments. 

In his work which we have briefly noticed, he is 
logical enough to admit that very possibly in the next 
life a reversal of position will take place, and that those 
who have been subject natures here, will be ruling na- 
tures there, and those who have been sovereign lords 
and lawgivers below, will have to take back seats 
above. Notice his conclusions. 

Speaking of the future possibilities and relations of 
man and Woman he says: “For there is a sexhood 
also in spirits, as truly as in organic life, and the sex- 
quality is only glorified, not obliterated. But their 
scale of quality is, it may be, greatly changed, if not in- 
verted in dignity. Thus the force-natures—the male— 
that went forward, and took the helm of government 
and public war, appear to have graduated now as re- 
spects their force-element, having no longer much call 
for either government or war upon their hands. And 
now come up the beauty-natures that were subject, 
even as Christ came up into His divine ascendancy 
when he rose from the dead, revealing now their 
quality and shining with him, ‘in the kingdom and 
patience’ of His suffering Messiahship. These wo- 
men, that were once put under and made subject, break 
into eminence now, as the soprano natures once in a 
while could and did in contests of art below, and the 
superior fineness of their mold puts them in a tier of 
honor and power, which they have gloriously earned 
by their subject state. They were humbled, and are 
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now exalted. Probably enough, the man-spirits have 
more thunder in them still, but thunder is no very 
considerable power among the unfearing and_sub- 
limely-loving good ; for, to all such, quality and not 
quantity is the glory that most impresses their homage. 
And still, it may be that, as Christ, ascending out of 
weakness and the grave, felt ‘all power’ gathering in 
upon Him in the spring of his reactions, so these wo- 
men that were humbled, taking grade henceforth as 
angels, will the more excel in strength, and be chariots 
of God, more swift on their axle when they go upon 
his errands.” 

Now here is absolute disbelief, or a perfect oversight, 
of the possibility of the establishment of a heavenly 
kingdom on earth, where the law of life would be 
Love, and where the scene which he has laid in another 
sphere would be natural in this. If the future is to 
witness no such moral empire here, if the lower animal 
propensities are to continue to run riot through all the 
ages of the future, as one might infer from his argu- 
ment and conclusion, never ending and never intended 
by the Creator to end, why are we taught to pray for 
God’s kingdom to come, and his will to be done in 
earth as itis in heaven? What does the great prophet 
of Israel mean by saying, “The earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea; and the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them,” if not that the animalism of 
our humanity will be subdued and tamed, and sub- 
jected to the control of the gentler spiritual powers, 
represented by the figure of a little child? What is 
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the significance of the Christian system succeeding 
the Mosaic, and of Christ becoming the end of the 
Law? What shall we do with the Millennium? and 
the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven? and 
the declaration that, “the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever ?” 

- Now let us suppose that all this was overlooked by 
Dr. Bushnell—for there is nothing in his Woman Suf- 
frage treaties to inform us what his ideas are on this 
subject—and that he believes with the majority of 
theologians that Christianity shall go on “conquering 
and to conquer” till a moral empire, founded on the 
basis of the Gospel, is built up on earth, then does not 
his entire argument, and all similar arguments made 
without qualification, fall to the ground? They all 
admit Woman’s possession, in a pre-eminent degree, 

of the very elements and powers most needed in such 
-an empire. And when she comes to her own, will it 
be denied her? Must she still be held in subjection to 
those who “have graduated as respects their force- 
element?” or rather, will she not by divine right, 

“break into eminence now, and the superior fineness 
of her mold put her in a tier of honor” above those 
who are by nature ‘workers in will and war and 
wrong ?” How this conclusion can be avoided, it is 
not plain to see. 

But should all this be conceded, there is still, with 
the objector, a question of the timeliness of setting up 
the claim of Woman to participate in the government 
of the world. It may be urged that the Woman Suf- 
frage Movement is premature; that it is time enough 
to place political power in her hands when such a 
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moral and spiritual era as is here described shall dawn 
upon the world. Premature, that is the word. Was 
there ever a step of progress taken in our world that 
conservatism did not think was premature? and had 
it been left to this old fogy to say when it ought to 
have been taken, civilization would have come to a 
dead halt ages ago. 

Human progress is governed by certain definite laws 
of development. Reforms spring up and are car- 
ried forward to their consummation as naturally as buds 
and leaves and flowers and fruit, in their time and 
place, appear on the tree. When we hear a demand 
made for an extension of rights, for liberty, and 
equality, it may be taken as an indication that that 
movement is in the spring-time of life, and that it 
comes because it is time tocome. The Luthers, Clark- 
sons, Garrisons, and Hlizabeth Cady Stantons, are 
natural, providential products. They are not the 
cause of the reforms they agitate; they do not create 
them, but are created by them. They come in their 
time because the reform is coming, because the forces 
that are developing the unborn movement have begun 
to germinate in the tree of humanity, and these char- 
acters are the first flowers of life, and herald the full 
fruition of the cause to follow. 

Woman Suffrage is one of these natural, provi- 
dential developments, which has come because it was 
in order to come; and he who has carefully observed 
the gradual enlargement of Woman’s sphere of activi- 
ties, must see that this would follow the other steps of 
advancement as inevitably as summer follows spring. 

So the Movement is not unseasonable; it is of no 
man or woman’s creation; it is a legitimate outgrowth 
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of tne progressive tendencies of our Christian civiliza- 
tion; and it were as wise. to talk of the buds and 
leaves, and the coming of the seasons, being prema- 
ture, as to say the demand which is now being made 
throughout the civilized world for Woman’s political 
enfranchisement is premature. 

As to the other objection, that it will be time enough 
to place political power in Woman’s hands when a 
period in harmony with her spirit shall dawn upon the 
world, nothing can be more illogical and absurd. 
Why, she is the very instrument through which it 
must come. Will inebriates make temperance laws? 
and slave-holders proclaim liberty throughout the 
land? Will warriors banish the sword from the 
earth ? and despots build up governments for the peo- 
ple? If we were to wait for monarchists to organize 
a Republic, the world would never see one; and if we 
wait for material beings to institute the reign of the 
spirit, we may look forever in vain. 

We should consider the fact, that the coming era is 
Woman's, as the past and passing age is man’s; and 
that it is to be mainly the outgrowth of feminine 
qualities, as the old is the offspring of the masculine 
powers. Woman has waited two thousand years, 
since the coming of her Christ, for the operation of 
natural and providential causes, to make it possible 
for her to set about the work of building up a civiliza- 
tion on the principles and precepts of the Gospel. 
That time has now arrived; her spirit must furnish 


the materials, and her hands construct this edifice and 
temple of the future. And how is it possible for her 


to carry forward and complete the great work of re- 
organization, in a representative government, without 
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the ballot-box and legislation? The change must be 
wrought through reformatory means rather than revo- 
lutionary; and, in a government of the people, all - 
peaceful reforms come through the ballot-box. Legis- 
lation is necessary in every department, and at every 
step. We cannot repeal unjust laws, nor pass just 
ones; we cannot protect the weak against the strong, 
restrain monopolies, resist oppression, or bring about 
any great educational, moral or social change, without 
legislation. In a word, every step of peaceful pro- 
gress, every reform necessary to do away with the 
rum-trafie, war, injustice, public corruption, and to 
secure the blessings of a higher civilization, must be 
attended more or less by the use of the ballot and 
legislation. To deny, then, Woman these powerful 
and indispensable agencies to inaugurate a better order 
of society, is most illogical and unjust. It is asking 
her to make brick without straw, to work without 
tools, to fly without wings. 

But let no one suppose that I consider the mere 
ballot in Woman’s hands the panacea for all the ills 
that afflict society, and that that simply will regenerate 
the world and usher in the millennium. By no 
means: the sovereign “cure-all” is the introduction 
of conscience and moral elements into the constitution 
of the invalid; and the ballot is Woman’s diploma 
and certificate of right to take the patient under her 
charge, and administer these life-giving remedies from 
the well-stored labaratory of her own heart. It is to 
her an authorized commission to assume the responsi- 
bility of the great moral and social reforms and 
enterprises of the nation, and prosecute them to a 
triumphant issue; and more and better, it is a free 
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and full expression of confidence, on the part of men, 
in her ability to perform this mission; and with her 
sensitive and shrinking nature, and her love of man 
and desire for his approval, these things are indis- 
pensable, and would arouse the latent energies of her 
spirit to a pitch of earnest determination and enthusi- 
asm, that would be simply invincible in every good 
work. There is nothing so inspiring to any one, and 
especially to a woman’s nature, as the consciousness 
of being considered worthy of trust. Give her the 
ballot and the responsibility that goes with it, and she 
will not disappoint our highest expectations. 

But lest I be misunderstood, or it be thought that I 
misrepresent the demands of others, allow me to say 
before closing this Chapter that I do not, nor do the 
friends of Woman Suffrage generally, ask anything 
more for Woman than equal civil and political rights 
with man, leaving the question of priority under the 
new order to settle itself. This is all that is asked, 
and yet nothing seems more certain to me than that 
the spiritual era that will succeed the material, will 
secure to Woman the representative position ; and I 
believe that men will concede it in a reverent loyalty 
that will be both an honor to men and the mothers of 
men. And the concession will not spring from a mere 
sentiment of polite defference to the sex; it will be 
founded on recognized merit. Woman will rank first, 
because the moral and spiritual interests of the race, 
which she is to assume charge of, will rank first in 
importance. It doth not yet appear what the new 
period will bring forth; what grand moral and educa- 
tional projects for the betterment of humanity will be 
instituted; what new and beneficient systems of 
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knowledge, covering the whole economy of social life, 
will be discovered and put in practice ; what great prin- 
ciples in spiritual science will be revealed ; what divine 
methods, what new arts and philosophies and princi- 
ples and industries, will be evolved; in all of which 
Woman will take the lead. None of these things can 
we now foresee; but they will doubtless be commen- 
surate with the spirit itself, and as much above, and 
in advance, of the developments of the material age, 
as the higher attributes and- interests of the soul are 
above the needs and propensities of the inferior life. 
“‘Very near to the infinite nature, 
Very near to the hand of Goa, 
More rich than the hills of Beulah, 
Which the white feet of angels trod, 
Is the sacred heart of Woman, 
The nature by which alone 


The Divine can become embodied, 
And the spirit reach its home.” 
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The model Republic will be constructed on the 
dualistic plan of nature. As before explained, the 
universe is divided into two great hemispheres, the 
material and spiritual; and every perfect product of 
this system repeats and reflects these dual principles 
in a similar union. Our humanity, as a whole, repre- 
sents these two hemispheres in the two sexes, and 
again, each individual member repeats the alliance in 
himself and herself. 

Now the reason wny existing governments and 
politics are so full of coarseness, brutality and corrup- 
tion, is because of their one-sidedness; and the worse 
side at that, the material. The true Republic will 
combine, in due proportions, both the material and 
moral elements, both the masculine and feminine 
qualities. As at present organized, they are purely 
masculine, and, as a natural consequence, material ; 
and so, of course, soulless, Godless, Christless, loveless 
and heartless; because we leave heart out, conscience 
out, moral element out, love out—in a word, Woman 
out; put her in, and it would be the best amendment 
to the Constitution to incorporate God and Christ and . 
conscience and morality, into the organic life of the 
Republic, that the nation could possibly make. We 
should thus be sure of the substance, if not the name; 
of the spirit, if not the letter. 
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The Creator has wisely wedded the two sexes, and 
let no man put them asunder in any good work. 
Wherever the man can rightfully, honorably go, woman 
may go with him, should go with him, standing by his 
side as his moral helpmate, his inspiration and guardian 
angel. Woman should be recognized as the moral 
conservator of the State, and, under the new order of 
things, she will be. We can exclude her from 
nothing in safety. She is to man what the moral 
nature in the individual is to his material part, the 
regenerative force. Whenever an individual disre- 
gards the claims of the moral affections, and turns a 
deaf ear to the voice of conscience and the better 
promptings of the heart, that person falls at once under 
the sway of the animal nature, and as a consequence 
degenerates and becomes depraved. 

And so when men go into anything alone, cutting 
loose from Woman’s presence and influence, they go 
straight to the bad; their preponderating materiality, 
by a law of moral gravitation, drags them inevitably 
downward. How many illustrations from history and 
our daily experience might be adduced in support of 
this statement. Allow me to mention a few. 

When, years ago, men got the “gold fever” and 
went to California, leaving their families behind— 
good and upright men, many of them, as were to be 
found in the States—what was the effect upon their 
morals by getting beyond the reach of Woman’s re- 
fining influence? With few exceptions, they sank 
into nameless habits of nastiness, depravity, vice and 
wickedness. When, afterward, Woman followed to 
this Western El Dorado, instead of being contami- 


nated by the depraved moral atmosphere in which she 
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found herself, and dragged down to their level, she 
lifted these men out of their degradation and restored 
them to their former selves. By degrees they got 
back to the old habits of civilized life—to soap and 
razors and clean linen and a respectable dialect; and 
now the condition of society in most parts of the State 
is as good and refined as in any portion of our 
country; and this great change is chiefly due to Wo- 
man’s presence and influence. Go into any of the 
pioneer towns of the far West before Woman has 
made her appearance, and see what a villainous state 
of society exists. When she comes in, these evil spirits 
take their flight. 

It is the opinion of chaplains, and other intelligent 
observers, that the principal cause of the great de- 
moralization existing among soldiers, is the absence of 
Woman; and it has been found that even her presence 
in the hospital as a nurse, exerts a beneficial influence 
upon the morals of the whole army. 

The time was when Woman was not a reader to any 
considerable extent, and the literature of that period, 
two or three centuries ago, was unfit for Woman to 
read. It is said that a Frenchman once wrote an essay 
to prove that Woman had the right to learn the alpha- 
bet; and among other objections he had to encounter, 
one was, that their books, made for men only, were so 
obscene that it would corrupt her to read them. How 
significant! when men have a literature, politics, gov- 
ernment, or anything else purely masculine, exclusively 
for their own use and management, it is full of badness, 
coarseness and corruption! Well, Woman learned the 
alphabet and has become a general reader; has it 
corrupted her? O, no; but on the contrary she has 
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been the means of purifying literature. Men instinct- 
ively realize that their own salvation depends upon the 
purity of Woman; and when she cast her purer vision 
upon the pages of their books, they were ashamed, and 
began to expurgate them, purging away the mean, ob- 
noxious parts. Such writers as Dean Swift, Rousseau 
and Smollet, were soon driven out of polite literature, 
and the moral tone continues steadily to rise as Wo- 
man more and more becomes a reader and writer. 

And as far as Woman has been allowed to go in 
political matters, she has carried with her the same re- 
fining influence. What man has not marked the 
difference in the general conduct of a body of men in 
a political meeting where there were ladies, and where 
there were none? Sinceit has become quite customary 
for them to attend these gatherings, the manners of 
men are as good, and their conduct as restrained and 
respectful, as at other kinds of meetings where both 
sexes are assembled. 

The commingling of the two sexes in our academies 
and colleges of learning, may also be cited in illustra- 
tion of the power of Woman over man for good. 
Doctor Bushnell, who fears the experiment of Woman 
Suffrage, is frank to say: “I confess, with some mor- 
tification, that when the thing was first done, I was not 
a little shocked even by the rumor of it. But when, 
by and by, some fifteen years ago, I drifted into Ober- 
lin and spent a Sunday there, I had a new chapter that 
has cost me the loss of a considerable cargo of wise 
opinions, all scattered in loose wreck, never again to 
be gathered. * * * I learned, for the first time, 
what it means that the sexes, not merely as by two and 
two, but as a large open scale of society, have a 
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complimentary relation, existing as helps to each other ; 
and that humanity is a disjointed creature, running 
only to waste and disorder, where they are put so far 
asunder as to leave either one or the other in a prop- 
erly monastic and separate state. * * * The ex- 
periment of joining the two sexes in the same studies, 
and composing in that manner the society of college 
life, has now been carried far enough, I think, to show 
that it is the only plan which is really according to 
nature.” 

Should this good and eminent divine live long 
enough, he may have still another ‘“‘ chapter opened ” 
wherein he will learn that “‘ the joining of the two sexes’’ 
in the study of the science of true government, in the 
making of just laws, and to secure an honest and 
faithful administration of public affairs, will also be 
found to be ‘the only plan which is really according 
to nature.” What Woman’s influence has been in 
California, what it is in the army hospital, in literature, 
in schools, in the church, in the family, and wherever 
she is permitted to go, it will be in politics and govern- 
ment, when men are wise enough to admit her. And 
we may not look for their improvement till she is 
admitted. 

We may turn out one party of men and put in 
another party, without producing any particular 
change. We have introduced no new purifying ele- 
ment into the politico-chemical retort; only some 
more of the same sort, from which we may expect the 
same result. Men are pretty much alike, made up of 
like ingredients and qualities. The materials that 
enter into the composition of a Democrat and Republi- 
can are similar. Give either one office and opportunity 
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long enough, and he will develop a regard for his own 
interests marvelous for tax-payers and honest people 
to contemplate. Reformation will not come from 
either, nor through a third party of men, for that. 

Self-Love predominates in man, Love in Woman; 
together, a healthy, natural equilibrium is produced. 
Woman must share in the duties and responsibilities 
of public life, standing by man’s side in all the councils 
of State, before any thorough and permanent reforma- 
tion is possible. Her contributions to government 
will come from the heart and spirit, furnishing those 
moral elements so necessary to sustain the integrity 
and purity and honor of the national life. The Com- 
monwealth is not more enduring in its material than 
in its moral interests. The true Republic, like the true 
man or woman, will recognize both, giving prominence 
and attaching more importance, however, to the latter 
than to the former. 

Equally true is it that moral qualities are more in- 
dispensable in the administration of public affairs than 
even great intellectual abilities; for a nation to ‘be 
great and enduring, it must be founded upon principles 
of virtue, justice and right. We suffer not so much 
from lack of knowledge to understand what ought to 
be done, as from lack of disposition to do it. The de- 
ficiency is in the heart rather than the head. The 
best rulers have always been those who were endowed 
with large moral sensibilities, and who were guided by 
the light of conscience quite as much as by intellectual 
discernment. Washington and Lincoln were not the 
greatest intellectual prodigies, and the best informed 
statesmen, our nation has produced. We have had 
many men greatly their superior in those respects— 


University of Southern Calitormis 


102 WOMAN AND THE DIVINE- REPUBLIC. 


giants like Webster, Calhoun and Clay—but does any 
one believe they would have filled the Presidential 
chair with the same ability and wisdom in the two 
great crisés of the nation, that these men did? And 
the secret of their greatness and success lay in their 
moral perceptions to discern what was right, and their 
readiness to adopt it, letting consequences take care of 
themselves. We may trust the divinity of the heart 
more implicitly than the wisdom of the head. Says 
Dr. Holland : 
“The heart is wiser than the intellect, 

And moves with swifter hands and surer feet 

Toward wise conclusions.” 

There is an overruling Divinity in the affairs of men 
and nations, that will not allow counsels taken with the 
heart and conscience to fail of success. We are not 
perfect, we are not infallible; but when we aim to do 
right, when our motives are inspired and approved by 
the highest convictions of the soul, our strength lies 
in the arm of the Almighty ; nature herself conspires 
to help us, and though we sometimes err in judgment 
and run into trouble, a Divinity wiser than the world, 
will deliver us in safety, and overrule the evil for 
good. 

It is, then, the larger heart, the keener conscience, 
the readier insight, and diviner spirit of Woman, that 
we need to-day to place our system of laws and govern- 
ment upon a higher moral basis, and enable us to see 
our way to a happy solution of some of the greatest 
problems that ever concerned the well-being of human 
society. But she must be freed, educated and trusted. 
Remove the trammels of mind to which a gross, ma- 
terial age has so long subjected her; emancipate her 


WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 103 


from the domination of the masculine mind, and let 
her clearer spiritual intuitions and the Christ of love 
in her own soul, be her master and guide, and she will 
become the inspiration of the race, the guiding star of 
our destiny. 

In this view of the case it is apparent that the Wo- 
man Movement of our time is no ordinary affair in 
the history of the world. It initiates not a mere 
reform, as that word is commonly understood, but it 
marks an epoch of enduring moral grandeur and per- 
fection. It signifies something vastly more than 
doubling the number of votes at an election ; something 
more than a general improvement in the laws and 
administration of public affairs; something more even 
than the establishment of equal rights for Woman, 
and the removal of disabilities and limitations which 
custom and law have imposed upon her from the 
foundation of the world; much as all this may signify 
—and their importance and justice can hardly be over- 
- stated—yet the political enfranchisement of Woman, 
as I view it, means infinitely more. In its ultimate 
design, it signifies nothing less than a complete recon- 
struction of the organic arrangements of society and 
government, the remolding of the civil and political 
institutions of the world into new forms and methods 
of expression, and the rebuilding of civilization upon 
an entirely new basis—the spirii—on which will be 
reared, to the glory of God and the happiness of the 
world, the Divine Repustic! 

All the long cherished hopes of humanity, of 
brotherhood and peace and joy, will be realized, and 
date their beginning from this great Movement to 
elevate Woman. This is no stretch of fancy; but a- 
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most rigid adhesion to deductions drawn from facts, 
philosophy and religion; even from the premises of 
those who oppose the cause. If we have succeeded 
in establishing the proposition, which is substantially 
the foundation of the opposition as well, that Woman 
is the representative of our spiritual nature, and the 
earthly embodiment of God’s love, as exemplified in 
the character of Christ, then no other conclusion is 
possible than that her elevation, promotion and en- 
franchisement would tend to the embodiment of these 
principles in the laws and institutions which she will 
share in making. If these are her own native qualities 
of spirit, will she not reproduce them in her work, as 
the man has reproduced his qualities in the systems 
he has built? Most assuredly. 

Certainly, the claim itself of the establishment of a 
divine system of government on earth, cannot be 
deemed unreasonable to the believer in Christianity 
who is conversant with its great prophetic utterances ; 
and when we consider the admitted moral superiority 
of Woman, and her peculiar fitness for the work, 
there can be nothing absurd or fanciful in the idea 
that she is the chosen instrument of Heaven to institute 
it. The Christian Dispensation certainly contemplates 
it and promises it, when we will make its precepts and 
truths practical, and build our institutions on the 
principles of the spiritual life instead of the material. 
And this, I claim, is the aim and underlying purpose 
of the Woman Movement. 

In order, therefore, that the reader may have a clear 
understanding of the subject, let us consider briefly, 
first, what Christianity teaches; second, what its pres- 
ent status is; and third, what it is necessary to be 
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before it can truly be said to have triumphed as the 
ruling principle of civilization. 

As to the first subject of inquiry, it can hardly be 
necessary for me to say that it is only ethical Chris- 
tianity that concerns our investigation. Doctrinal 
Christianity is no part of our discussion. What we 
are chiefly concerned to know is, what systems of 
morals it teaches; what precepts it inculcates; what 
general principles it lays down as a law of action in 
our relations with our fellow men, both friend and foe. 
These, of course, must be settled by reference to the 
most prominent and emphatic teachings of its great 
Founder, and to those of His Disciples and Evan- 
gelists. Extended quotations for this purpose will be 
unnecessary. They are familiar to the reader’s mind, 
and will be introduced only as specially required to 
illustrate the subject. 

As heretofore shown, this system of Christian ethics 
is, in nearly every respect, the opposite of the Mosaic 
code. And yet it does not antagonize and condemn 
it as wrong in itself; but proposes rather to fulfill it, 
terminate it, and supplant it with something better 
and higher. Its utility in the primitive life of the race 
is recognized, as we have shown elsewhere; but Christ 
had a system the converse of it, which he would sub- 
stitute in its place; a system better adapted to the 
moral and spiritual requirements of humanity in its 
higher stages of development; the adoption of which 
would gradually eradicate sin and selfishness from the 
heart, and cement the whole world into a vast Brother- 
hood. The pivotal idea of this system is the principle 
of Love, and the one it seeks to displace is a law of 
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The natural operation of these two principles, in 
their influence upon the heart, I shall illustrate and 
comment upon hereafter in another place. 

Now this divine principle of Love is the primary 
truth of Christ’s teachings, the Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end. On it hangs all the law 
and the prophets. Its Founder entertained undoubted 
confidence in its power to govern the world. It is to 
be applied alike to enemies and friends. Hardly a 
lesson, a precept, a parable, a command, or an illustra- 
tion, that does not in some way enjoin the observance 
of this principle. It assumes the form of mercy, 
forgiveness, kindness, non-retaliation, compassion, self- 
sacrifice, long-suffering and charity; and crystalizes 
itself in the Golden Rule—Do unto others as you 
would that others should do unto you. 

Love of others is made the test of our goodness and 
of our love of God. 


“Tf a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for 
he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen? 


“And this commandment have we from him, that he who loveth 
God loveth his brother also. 


“God is Love; and he that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.” 


And not only to brothers and friends does the in- 
junction extend, but it is impossible to be God-like 
and exhibit the true Christian spirit, without extending 
it to enemies also. Under the Law all that was re- 
quired was to give like for like, good for good, evil 
for evil; but Love exacts good for good, and good for 
evil, too. Resist not evil with evil, but overcome evil 
with good, is the requirement of the gospel of Christ. 
Jesus says: 
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“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor, and hate thine enemy, 


“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you and persecute you ; 

‘That ye may bo the children of your Father which is in heaven; 
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and the unjust. 

‘For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not 
even the publicans the same? 

“And if ye salute your brethren only what do ye more than others? 
do not even the publicans so ?” 

Christ taught us also to manifest this spirit of Love 
in kindness and sympathy to the unfortunate, as illus- 
trated in the case of the poor stranger, waylaid by 
thieves and left in a helpless cgndition by the way- 
side, where he was found and taken up and generously 
cared for by the good Samaritan. It is to be shown 
in forgiveness to the erring and disobedient, as is so 
touchingly recited in the parable of the Prodigal Son; 
and in mercy and charity to the legal transgressor also, 
as instance the case of the woman who had committed 
adultery. No offense so trying, no injury so great, no 
wrong so monstrous, as to excuse the exercise of Love 
in charity, mercy or forgiveness. The Sermon on the 
Mount, the Beatitudes, and the Lord’s Prayer, would 
be but sounding brass or tinkling cymbals, were the 
great lesson omitted. 

Such is the essence of the requirement of the Gospel 
of Christ. Other great moral and religious teachers 
the world has had, but none that ever laid down such 
a complete system of ethics founded on this divine’ 
principle. When he proclaimed the everlasting 
Gospel of love for the healing of the nations, and 
lived it in his daily life, and proved it in the agonies 
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of a cruel death, by praying for his enemies and mur- 
derers—“ Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do”—he struck a cord in the great heart of hu- 
manity that will vibrate through all the ages of time 
and eternity. This spirit of Love in Jesus was the 
crowning perfection of his character. It infilled his 
soul with a divine glory, and encircled Him round 
about like a halo of light. It shone out in the dark- 
ness of the world’s misery and gloom like the sun at 
noonday. It was the inspiration of his teachings, the 
life of his ministrations, and the Divinity of “God 
manifested in the flesh,” come to save the world. It 
taught the eternal truth that God is our Father, and 
all men our brothers—alike frail, alike human, alike 
good—and that none escape the love of God, and 
none should escape the love of man. It was this 
spirit which so endeared Him to the poor, the despised 
and the outcast of his own time, and which has per- 
petuated his name as chiefest among ten thousand. 
Without this heaven-born spirit, his influence would 
scarce have reached beyond his native place, and his 
memory would long ago have been lost in oblivion. 


“What precept, Jesus, is like thine — 
Forgive as ye would be forgiven! 
In this we see the power divine 
Which shall transform our earth to heaven. 


’Twas Heaven that formed the holy plan 
To lead the wanderer home by LOVE; 
Thus let us save our brother man, 
And imitate our God above.” 

Now these references and observations respecting 
the teachings of Him who spake as never man spake, 
must suffice; andif they have conveyed to the reader's 
mind a clear conception of the requirements of ethical 
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Christianity, then we are prepared to consider the second 
question, viz: What is the present status of Chris- 
tianity among those nations of the world that profess 
its acceptance? Has it triumphed as arule of practice 
in personal conduct? or as the basis of commerce, 
labor, law and government? Most assuredly not. 

In a preceding chapter I observed that our spiritual 
nature had blossomed, and that is about all we can say 
of it. It blossomed with the advent of Christianity, 
and our moral senses have been regaled with the odor 
of its sweetness for two thousand years; and this time 
has been the interval, so to speak, between the period 
of flowering and period of fruitage. The Mosaic Dis- 
pensation has lapped over this long interval, and 
continued its rule, notwithstanding the higher law of 
faith and practice had long since been announced by 
the great spiritual Teacher. ; 

Christianity has as yet been little more than a fra- 
grant sentiment, a beautiful theory of moral ethics, 
which its best friends seemed afraid to put ito every- 
day practices of life. For two thousand years we 
have professed Christ, but practiced Moses; we have 
preached the gospel of Love, but practiced the law of 
force; we have said, “‘ blessed are the merciful,” but 
dealt in judgments and revenge; we have eulogized 
the peace-maker with our lips, but idolized the war- 
rior with our hearts; we have extolled the Sermon on 
the Mount as containing a system of the highest moral 
ethics ever given for our practice, but literally we have 
dishonored and trampled its precepts under foot; we 
have returned evil for evil, an eye for an eye, a tooth 
for a tooth, blood for blood—hating our enemies 
instead of loving them, cursing those that curse us, 
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and retaliating on those that despitefully use us and 
injure us. 

All this we have done and are doing, not as indi- 
viduals only, but we have made it the settled policy 
of governments, laws and criminal jurisprudence. 

But I am entering no complaint; we could not 
reasonably expect it to have been otherwise. The 
time since the advent of Christ has been the period of 
infancy and childhood to the spiritual Man, while the 
animal Man has been in the full vigor of his maturity 
and strength, and the contest for supremacy between 
the two has consequently been an unequal one, the 
advantage being all on the side of the material. 

We must consider, moreover, that every great prin- 
ciple of truth exists in the mind a long time as an 
ideal sentiment, before we grow up to its practical 
adoption. Truth blossoms in theory and ripens into 
practice; but time is needed to develop the fruit. 
And so Christianity has had its period of slow growth, 
during which time it has been honored in theory, 
but dishonored in practice. But it approaches the 
period of its maturity and strength, and it must and 
will become the governing law of an emancipated and 
glorified humanity. 


The third inquiry, What must Christianity be be- 
fore it can be said to have triumphed as the ruling 
principle of civilization? we are now prepared to 
answer in a word: it must be practical. This is an 
accomplishment which has never yet, on any consider- 
able scale, been attempted. The general enfranchise- 
ment of Woman, I confidently believe, will witness the 
exper.ment tried. 
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But is it practicable? This isan important question ; 
and one it would seem that it is high time we began 
to make an effort to answer by putting it toa test. If 
it is not practicable, we should know it, and have the 
honesty to repudiate it as a vain Utopian theory, a 
delightful but delusive dream of a Judean enthusiast, 
over which the world has already wasted too much 
time and thought; but if its realization is attainable, 
if it is intended for use in our poor world, then in 
Christ’s dear name let us inaugurate it on earth, and 
let our long-suffering, Law-cursed humanity feel its 
mighty power to save and bless. It is difficult to see 
how professed believers in the Christian religion can 
do otherwise than accept the latter conclusion, though 
it is plainly evident that many do in fact, if not in 


- theory. 


But I maintain that it is practicable as the basis of 
a system of laws and government; that its great 
Author so intended it; and that its utility and wisdom 
are confirmed by experience and the laws of mental 
philosophy. Not that the general requirements of 
what is called the Moral Law, and the Decalogue, as 
parts of the Jewish code, are to be done away with, or 
disregarded. ‘Thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not 
commit adultery; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not 
bear false witness,” and so on, are commandments of 
the Law that must ever be recognized ; and instead of 
setting them aside, Christianity emphasizes their obser- 
vance, not only in the letter but in the spirit. But the 
methods of enforcing these requirements, the penalties 
attached to their violation, and the treatment of the 
law-breakers, these have fulfilled their mission, and are 
to be done away by the substitution of methods and 
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remedies in harmony with the Gospel of Christ and of 


our higher spiritual nature. Jesus says: 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the Law or the prophets; I 
am not come to destroy but to fulfill. 

‘¢ For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth ‘pass, one jot or 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law, till all be fulfilled. 

‘¢ Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shal] be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven.””* 


What then was it that Jesus opposed which so in- 
censed the Jews and caused them to view his teachings 
as seditious and treasonable? Evidently, the animal 
impulse of retribution everywhere relied upon to 
maintain authority, and to avenge breaches of the 
commandments. In place of this system of pains, 
penalties and punishments, He would apply the 
spiritual principle of Love, to be shown in kindness, 
mercy, charity and non-retaliation. This fact we 
gather from all his teachings bearing on the subject, 
and from a number of illustrations and examples be- 
sides. It is verified in the case of the woman taken in 
adultery. The Jews brought her before him to see 
what he would do. They said to him, “ Master, this 
woman was taken in adultery. Now, Moses in the 
Law commanded us that such should be stoned to 
death; but what sayest thou?” That Jesus had no 
respect for the penalty attached to the violation of the 
Law, but disapproved it, and would repeal it, is clearly 
evident from his avoidance of a direct answer, the 
singular proposition which he made to the men, and 
his disposal of the case when they had gone away. It 
will be understood that the Jews had brought this wo- 
man before him thinking that they might catch him in 
some seditious utterance, “that they might have cause 

* Matthew v: 17, 18, 19. 
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to accuse him.” Now, had Jesus believed as the Jews 
did, and as most of his professed followers to-day do, 
that the rights of individuals and the safety of society 
require retributive penalties to follow the transgression 
of law, then in the frankest manner possible would he 
have said to the men who came to him, “ Gentlemen, 
we are perfectly agreed as touching this whole case. 
This woman whom you have taken in the act of 
adultery has broken a statute law; she is a criminal; 
justice, morality and the well-being of community in 
all such cases require, and rightly demand, punish- 
ment—throw your stones.” This he did not, and 
could not do, because he did not believe it; and though 
he would not then openly commit himself to the men, 
and place himself in their power, he managed, never- 
theless, by a clever and beautiful adroitness, to express 
his opposition to retaliatory punishment, and at the 
same time administer a withering rebuke to the men 
who would practice it. Without answering their in- 
quiry directly, he said to them, “He that is without 
sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.” And 
when they had stolen away, not one among them 
being found to cast stones, good and sinless as Jesus 
was himself, he even had none to throw; but looking 
up, he said, “ Woman, where are those thine accusers ? 
hath no man condemned thee?” She said, ‘“‘ No man, 
Lord.” And Jesus said unto her, ‘ Neither do I con- 
demin thee: go and sin no more.” 

Here was recognition of the sin and a parting injunc- 
tion to keep the Law henceforth; but as respects the 
retributive features of the Law, the only point of vari- 
ance between Jesus and the Jews, there was open, 
intentional opposition to it. 
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Here we see illustrated in this case, as in many 
others recorded, that the principles of Christian Love 
are not limited in their application merely to our pri- 
vate and social relations with individuals; that indeed 
would be a very limited sphere of operation; but that 
they are as boundless in their relations and bearings 
as the spirit itself, and should become the groundwork 
and the framework of the laws and governments of 
the world. Adultery, under the Jewish Law, was as 
really a criminal offense as murder, theft or maim. In 
ignoring its punishment, he either wished to subvert 
law and order, or he believed that these might be pre- 
served without it. If it be thought that He might 
have questioned, with many of our time, the justice of 
including adultery in the category of punishable crimes, 
or believed that the penalty was too severe, he, who 
could confound the wise men of his time when only 
twelve years of age, could easily have convinced these 
men of the injustice or severity of the penalty without 
any evasion, and sent them away saying, “This man 
seeks not to overthrow our system of government; he 
objects only to the severity of the penalties, and would 
have these modified and meliorated.” But not a word 
to this effect is to be gathered from his language to 
the men or to the woman. 

If it be thought, after all, that Jesus had some rea- 
son for excluding adultery from the list of punishable 
crimes, then let me call your attention to another kind 
of crime, punishable in all times and under all laws, 
mayhem or maim. Discoursing on the Mosaic code, 
and criticizing the spirit of retributive justice, he said, 
‘Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth; but I say unto you that 
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ye resist not evil.” The text of the law which he 
refers to is this: “Ifa man has caused a blemish in his 
neighbor, as he hath done, so shall it be done to him: 
breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth’for tooth.” * 
This crime and its penalty are singled out by Jesus, 
not, of course, as an exception, but for the purpose of 
illustrating his doctrine of Love, and his condemna- 
tion of the spirit of the Law which metes out evil for 
evil; and it is just as applicable to the crime of mur- 
der, theft, and all other legal misdemeanors, as to 
maim and adultery. 

In the quotation just made from the great Sermon 
on the Mount, I do not understand that Jesus taught 
absolute non-resistance. Such a principle carried out 
would be subversive of the law of self-preservation, 
and we can attribute no such folly to the world’s 
greatest Teacher. We must resist evil. Our very life 
is a kind of warfare, a constant resistance of bad and 
malignant influences, physical and moral; and if we 
relaxed our struggle we should soon fall victims to 
their destroying power. 

What then does Christ’s language imply? Why, 
simply non-retaliation. He taught a principle just the 
opposite of the one contained in the Mosaic code, 
which is retaliation ; a mere revengeful impulse of the 
animal nature, and entirely unnecessary as a means 
of self-protection when people are wise enough to 
realize it, and substitute the better spirit in its place. 

To make my meaning plain, let me illustrate. Sup- 
pose a person attempts to pluck out my eye, or take 
my life, then I may be allowed to use sufficient force 
to protect myself and prevent the commission of the 


* Leviticus, xxiv: 19, 20. 
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crime. But should I fail in my resistance, and my 
eye is lost, or my life taken, then no good end is 
served by the commission of another deed of violence 
in plucking. out the criminal’s eye, or taking his life. 
My eye is not restored by it, my life is not given back, 
and we have doubled the injury and evil. 

But it may be claimed that the principle of self- 
preservation requires this retaliatory punishment as a 
terror to evil-doers, to deter them from the commission 
of crime. But this is the very point in issue. The 
experiment of non-retaliation has not yet been made, 
and it cannot be said with any certainty that the other 
principle is essential till it is tried. I have the author- 
ity of Christ and the spirit on my side, to warrant the 
trial of the experiment, and the objector has the in- 
stinct of revenge and the history of six thousand 
years of the failure of retributive justice to prevent 
violations of law, on his side, in favor of perpetuating 
the ancient cruelty. 

Let us look at the natural operation of the two prin- 
ciples, which I will entitle Law and Love: 

The first compels obedience, the second wins it. In 
the Law there is no sunshine, no smiles, no remedial 
virtue; it may thunder and curse, and deal in judg- 
ments; but it has no healing, redemptive influence ; 
it effects no inward change of heart, and produces no 
reformation of character; only Love has this magical 
power. Law simply coerces the body, but Love sub- 
dues the spirit, and works out the reformation of the 
individual, thereby lessening criminality in society. 
Who can question the desirableness of reforming the 
evilly disposed? but under the Law method nothing 
is effected in that direction. 
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We have on our hands a poor sin-sick and morally- 
diseased world to cure. Moral depravity is filling 
society with vice, violence and crime; and its miserable 
victims, instead of decreasing in numbers, are multiply- 
ing. Inthe United States alone there are two hundred 
thousand of these unfortunates shut up in our Christ- 
less prison-pens, and deprived of liberty, light and 
love; and probably more than as many more outside, 
whose felonies have eluded the vigilance of the Law ; 
and it is frankly confessed by our most intelligent 
jurists, that the treatment which this class receives at 
the hands of the doctors of so-called justice, only ag- 
gravates their morbid susceptibility to evil and crime, 
and makes them ten-fold more the children of darkness 
than before. Prisons, gallowses and whipping-posts, 
are in vain to stay the moral plague. Only the 
mighty power of Love will ever cast out the demon 
spirit and cure the evil doer. And O, have we 
studied the simple lessons of Christ for two thousand 
years, and not yet learned this great central truth of 
His Gospel, that we can only overcome evil with good. 

Now, the principle of the Law is to mete out like 
for like, injury for injury, evil for evil: ‘‘ As he hath 
done, so shall it be done to him,” is its language; but 
the Golden Rule of Love is to return good for evil, 
kindness for injuries. And notwithstanding our dis- 
trust of this Christian rule, and reluctance to put it in 
practice, no law in nature is founded in a higher 
wisdom and philosophy than this Gospel principle of 
Love; and when we shall summon moral courage suffi- 
cient to put it to a practical test, it will effect, under 
God, the moral reformation of the world. 

If we consider for a moment the philosophy of the 
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operation of this principle on the mind and heart, we 
will understand how this may be. 

It is an obvious truth that like begets like; love 
begets love; hate, hate; blessings, blessings ; violence, 
violence; revenge, revenge. We create in others the 
spirit we exhibit toward them, getting back precisely 
what we give. No truth in the world is more evident 
than this. We see it illustrated in daily life among 
young and old. If we show respect to others, respect 
is shown to us; a display of anger is met with anger; 
a merciful spirit obtains mercy ; stinginess meets with 
stinginess ; generosity with generosity ; hardness with 
hardness; affection with affection. 

Now, extend the application of this principle to the 
vicious and criminally disposed. Whatever spirit we 
exhibit will tend to be reproduced in them, and will 
be given back. If we would prevent murder, let us 
show to the murderously inclined our own deep sense 
of the great sacredness of human life, and our horror 
at the thought of its wanton and willful destruction ; 
that even a murderer’s life, stained as it is with a 
brother's blood, is too sacred to be sacrificed ; that hu- 
man existence, with all its awful mysteries, is of God, 
and that he alone has the right to take it. And the 
regard which we ourselves thus show for the sacred- 
ness of human life, we create in others, developing in 
the evil breast a self-restraining power more omnipotent 
to keep down the spirit of murder and violence, than 
all the gibbets than were ever erected on earth to 
gratify brutal revenge under the pretence of satisfy- 
ing justice. 

And in our treatment of all criminals and evil-doers 
this principal of reformation should be kept constantly 
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in view. Kindness and forgiveness shown to one who 
has injured us, or broken the law, will tend to create 
similar magnanimous feeling and regard for us, a 
condition of the mind which renders a repetition of 
the act impossible. 

The Law, as before remarked, acts only upon the 
physical man, never reaching down to the source of 
evil and correcting that; it forcibly keeps the person 
from the commission of crime while he feels the re- 
straint, but the disposition is there all the same, and 
when the physical restraint is removed, he is as ready 
to do wrong as before; indeed, more so; for the 
natural effect is to harden the heart, alienate the 
spirit, awaken resentment, and turn the subject into 
an implacable enemy. 

Quite different is the operation of the principle of 
Love. It enters the citadel of the enemy—the 
innermost recess of the heart—and expels the evil 
disposition, and disarms him of the power and the 
inclination to do further violence. Not that we might 
invariably expect such effects, for there are exceptions 
to most rules, and no doubt we should find some here. 
It is reasonable to suppose that, as in physical dis- 
eases, some cases yield readily to treatment while 


. others are stubborn and baffle the best skill, so in 


these moral infirmities, incorrigible cases, bordering on 
insanity, might be encountered, which would require 
seventy times seven applications to overcome the 
malady; but such instances would by no means 
invalidate the rule. And so I repeat, Love reaches 
the heart, convicts of sin, and regenerates and reclaims 
the evil doer; and no other power in the universe will. 
Let us take an example by way of illustration : 
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A man has stolen a purse; how should he be 
treated? No more important question could be pon- 
dered by philosopher, statesman or philanthropist. 
There are two methods or theories of treatment to 
choose between. Society, echoing still the thunders 
of the law, seemingly oblivious that Christ ever came 
into the world and gave a new commandment, or that 
they profess better things, say, “ Let us resist the evil 
with evil. He has injured us, let us injure him; he 
has stolen from us, let us steal from him.” 

And is it not possible to conceive that in the eyes 
of God and the dear Christ and the angels of heaven, 
that we become now the greater thief of the two? that 
we commit an injury to the man and his family infi- 
nitely greater than his injury to us? That poor 
wretch, prompted by poverty and hunger, and perhaps 
inherited tendencies to crime—for there are born mur- 
derers, thieves and liars, as truly as there are born 
poets and orators and singers—stole only trash, some- 
thing you can throw on the fire and consume in a 
moment. Without any of the provocations that im- 
pelled the poor thief, we coolly and deliberately 
proceed to rob him of his liberty, his self-respect, his 
manhood. We rob him of the fruits of his labor; and, 
as a consequence, we rob his wife and children of their 
daily bread, their raiment and shelter, and we put 
the plunder in the coffers of the State. We incar- 
cerate him in a prison vile, exclude his loved ones, 
shave his head, dress him in a uniform of disgrace, 
and stigmatize him as a felon and outlaw. 

Now can there be any doubt what will be the effect 
of such revengeful treatment upon the mind of the 
offender? We know that it must harden the heart, 
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and shut out all hope of reformation. Whatever may 
be the remote intention of society in pursuing such a 
course, whether revengeful or benevolent, makes no 
difference; the poor victim sees only the features of 
an enemy in it; and what else, pray, can he see? 
And enmity begets enmity; he learns to hate society. 
He sees every man’s hand against him, and, Ishmael- 
like, his hand is against every man. Our inhumanity 
has lashed the demon in his soul to madness, and he 
secretly swears, by the living God, if he ever gets out 
of our clutches he'll make society howl! He says in 
his heart, “Society is my enemy; I hate it, and will 
be even with it yet. By robbing my family of my 
labor, it has driven my wife to prostitution and shame, 
my children to the streets, to pauperism and the poor- 
house; and it has trampled me in the ground with no 
more feeling than it would a creeping viper. But let 
it beware! the viper will have his revenge! No petty 
theft next time, but a deep-laid plot for robbery and 
revenge.” 

And so this man-made system of prison discipline 
bears its legitimate fruit. In a little while this poor 
wretch is turned adrift upon society, with manhood 
crushed and gone, a hundred-fold more the child of 
perdition than when he entered the prison-walls. He 
is now ready for the commission of any crime, however 
dark or monstrous. We shudder with horror as we 
follow in the path of his destruction. Here we read 
of a whole family brutally murdered for a few paltry 
dollars; now, for the sake of plunder and revenge, he 
sends the “ Lightning Express,” with its precious slum- 
bering freight of innocent men, women and children, 
down some rocky abyss; anon he flies like an avenging 
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spirit over mountain and prairie, consuming in the 
flames of his terrible wrath, Portland, Chicago, Boston, 
and other great cities and villages of the land. And 
for the most of this, society has only to blame its own 
cruelty and short-sighted policy in the treatment of 
offenders. If we make vipers and tread on them, we 
must expect them to turn and bite us. 

Now, when this wretch first stole the purse, had we 
been prompted by the spirit of Love instead of the 
spirit of Law, by our higher moral affections rather than 
our animal instincts, we should have gone to him, and 
taken him by the hand and said, “ Brother’”—for he 
is our brother if God is our Father—‘ we are sorry you 
were tempted to this act, but we will not condemn you, 
for you have already injured yourself more than you 
have us. Had we been in your condition, we probably 
should have done as you have done. Had we been 
pinched by hunger and want, had we inherited your 
bad moral tendencies, had we been deprived of a 
mother’s love and a father’s wise counsels in childhood, 
and been thrown into the streets with the vicious and 
depraved, to be educated in wickedness and crime, 
we too should doubtless now be needing charity and 
mercy and care, as you do—O, Father divine! forgive 
us for the impulse we first had to smite back this poor 
child of thine. We can only thank Thee that our 
lines have fallen in more pleasant places.—Come, 
brother, come to our home; sit by our fire, eat from 
our table, rest on our bed, and when you feel strong 
to resist temptation, and can go forth in your manhood 
and do no more violence, go, and our blessing and 
the blessing of Christ go with you.” 

O, had we used him in this way, this man that we 
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saw come out of the prison-house, blasted by the cruel 
hand of the Law, and transformed into a demon of 
hate and revenge, would have fallen on our neck and 
with broken sobs of repentance, said, ‘‘ What manner 
of men are you that you treat meso?” The spirit of 
Love thus shown would have touched the secret 
springs of the heart, and awakened the angel in his 
soul, and it would have been a moral impossibility for 
him to have gone forth on such a career of cruelty and 
crime. There is an angel in every nature to be called 
out, and a devil to be cast out; and when will we 
learn that we “cannot cast out Satan with Satan?” 
evil with evil? Only Love possesses this gift of exor- 
cism. And not till we take her into our service, and 
let her gentle spirit pervade our whole system of laws 
and criminal jurisprudence, will we make any advance 
in reclaiming the erring, and securing the protection 
and safety of society. O, that we could but see that 
“the wisest political economy is folded up in the 
maxims of Christ.” 

But let me not be misunderstood. I do not mean 
that the transgressor of law and order is to be exempt 
from arrest and restraint. Of course not; he is a 
dangerous person, as much so as an insane man, and, 
like him, should be taken into custody, and treated 
with gentle firmness, coupled with loving kindness. 
He should be made to realize that society truly loves 
him, and seeks his highest good. Turn the prison- 
house into a moral hospital and industrial home for his 
eure and reformation, where he shall be retained, not 
any set time, but, as in cases of insanity, till he has 
given evidence that he may safely be trusted to him- 
self. Let him work eight hours a day, and possess the 
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fruits of his labor, barring the payment of the first cost 
of his food and raiment; let him have four hours a 
day for intellectual and moral culture, study and read- 
ing; four hours for amusement, recreation, music, 
culture of flowers, etc. Let his family and friatias be 
with him as much as they please, not so as to interfere 
with his labor and studies; that would not be permitted 
in any factory or school. In a word, treat him like a 
human being and brother, and so certainly as the 
gospel of Christian Love is founded in truth and wis- 
dom, so certainly will this policy restore him to 
manhood and honorable citizenship. 

Although this principle has never been adopted by 
any government as an established method of prison 
discipline, yet wherever the slightest approximation 
has been made toward its introduction, though on ever 
so limited and half-hearted a scale, none but most 
satisfactory results have followed. The following 
brief account of the experiment tried in a Spanish 
prison at Valencia, taken from the New York Tribune, 
is so much to the point that I cannot forbear inserting 
it here, notwithstanding the digression from our argu- 
ment it occasions : 


“ Don Manuel Montesinos, a Colonel in the Spanish army, had the 
control of the prison in Valencia, Spain, for the period of fifteen years, 
from 1835 to 1850. When he took charge, there were one thousand 
prisoners, which was sometimes swelled to fifteen hundred. At that 
time the percentage of re-committals was from thirty to thirty-five, 
which was about the average in other European prisons, For the 
first two years it produced little effect on the number of re-committals ; 
but during the next ten years the average was less than one per cent ; 
and during the last three years, 1848-49-50, there were absolutely 
none—the number of the discharged and the number of the reformed 
being identical, To what was this extraordinary decrease in the per- 
centage of re-committals of Col. Montesinos owing? Simply to the 
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substitution of moral for physical foree—persuasive influences organ- 
ized. The author of ‘Notes of an Attache’ in Spain, in 1850, thus 
states his impression of the prison: The Penitentiary gave us more 
satisfaction than any other institution we visited. Here we beheld 
nearly one thousand prisoners under the most admirable system of 
discipline, and severally engaged in every branch of human industry. 
I could scarcely realize that I was in a prison, so like an immense and 
enterprising factory was the general aspect of the interior, and so 
happy and contented seemed the busied operatives in their varied em- 
ployments. Mr, Hoskins, an English traveler, in his work entitled 
‘Spain as it Is,’ says, ‘The success attending the reformation of the 
prisoners in the establishment is really a miracle.’ ” 


All this seems wonderful, and yet it is less so than 
it appears. It is simply the application of kindness 
for severity, Love for Law, and it had the effect to 
develop manhood and arouse self-respect, without 
which no reformation is possible. Treat men as men, 
and they will be such; treat them as brutes, and they 
will be brutes. 

In addition to kind and respectful treatment, let the 
criminal receive fair wages for his labor, and the 
means of his reformation are perfect. The greatest 
feature of actual injustice and injury in our present 
prison system, is the exaction of unrequited labor from 
the prisoner, especially if he has a family dependent 
upon him. 

But against this demand for compensated labor, it is 
urged that penitentiaries established on: such a liberal 
basis would not be self-sustaining, and the State 
would have to be taxed to support them. ‘Till the 
new system becomes thoroughly organized this would 
doubtless be the case, and it might be afterward. A 
nation is a great family; in it there are some helpless 
members, and these are wards, not to be cast out, but 
to be cared for as parents care for infirm and helpless 


126 WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 


children. While able-bodied convicts would pay for 
their food and raiment, there would be a few disabled, 
from sickness and other causes, to support themselves, 
and such would be a burden. But is it not the duty 
of the great people who are strong and well and able, 
to bear the burdens of the weak and erring? Even 
‘the present prison system is not self-sustaining; we 
pay millions of dollars annually to punish crime only 
to harden it and make it worse; could we not better 
afford to pay double the amount, if necessary, to cure 
and prevent it, and be saved from the scenes of vio- 
lence and incendiarism that now invest us. 

But, to say nothing of the humanity of such a system 
of reformation, I believe it would not be nearly as 
expensive as the present method; at least, it would 
not after a little, because crime would steadily decrease 
under its operation, and much of the expense now in- 
eurred in building prison walls, and in guarding and 
overseeing the inmates, would be dispensed with ; there 
would be little motive to escape and none to neglect 
work. 

We will yet discover that it is far cheaper in the 
end to cure crime than to punish it,-and then enlight- 
ened self-interest, if not philanthropy, will induce us 
to make a practical adaptation of our civil institutions 
to Christian principles, as an immense saving to the 
State. ‘All divine principles,” says Lydia Maria 
Child, “if suffered to flow out into the ultimates of 
life, would prove the wisest political economy.” * 


* In commenting on the remarkable success of the Women’s Prison 
Association of New York, the Mew York Tribune gives expression to 
this very truthful statement: 

‘‘The political economist has awakened to the fact that it is cheaper 
to assist criminals to become respectable and suppor: themselves, than 
to maintain prisons where the very discipline hardens and confirms 
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There are other ways to diminish our taxes and 
lessen our burdens than to rob men of the fruits of 
their labor, and women and children of their daily 
bread. Let us go to work and banish the rum traffic, 
(the chief source of pauperism and crime,) and our 
standing army and floating navy, and we will save in 
the United States, at the lowest estimate, a thousand 
million dollars annually, an amount sufficiently large to 
give every pauper and criminal in the nation an edu- 
cation and a trade, and have millions of dollars left to 
go into the treasury of Charity for other good works. 

But to resume. That Christianity contemplates the 
repeal of that part of the Law which relies on retribu- 
tive punishment to enforce its authority, is evident 
from the doctrine of Forgiveness, which must be con- 
fessed to be the very essence of Christianity. God’s 
forgiveness of sin is the basis of the whole scheme of 
salvation ; and the obligation put upon us to do in 
like manner to those who wrong us, is laid down in 
nearly every chapter of the New Testament, in order 
that we may “ be perfect, even as our heavenly Father 
is perfect.” No requirement is more frequently nor 
more forcibly enjoined upon us by Christ and the 
Apostles, than the forgiveness of injuries. It is put 
into the Lord’s Prayer, so that we are made to ask for 
forgiveness as we forgive others. Such stress does Jesus 
lay upon this virtue, that he makes our own forgiveness 


its inmates in following the paths of vice and crime. The most ex- 
perienced police officials say that a young person, after serving a term 
of imprisonment, is almost certain to return to criminal practices. 
Imprisonment only makes the convict more cunning and careful not 
to get caught again. Occasionally there is an exception, but this only 
proves the rule. The prison mark is an impassable barrier to obtain- 
ing honest employment, and the discharged convict, shunned by the 
respectable people, is driven to associate with the criminal classes, 
where a warm welcome is given.” 
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contingent upon our forgiveness of others. “For 
if ye forgive men their trespasses,” he says, “ your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if ye for- 
give not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.” 

As remarked, the very first principle of the gospel 
of Christ is God’s forgiveness of sin, his pardon of 
offenses that, under the Law, called for punishment. 
Now, the practical adoption of ethical Christianity will 
work out the temporal salvation of the world, as 
God’s forgiveness does its spiritual salvation. The 
‘Plan of Salvation ” is our model to work after. We 
are to imitate the Infinite Love, and in our dealings 
with offenders against law and order, they are to be 
forgiven, and efforts made to secure their reformation. 


The sweet spirit of Charity, which occupies such a 
prominent place in Christian ethics, is another proof that 
the system of which it is a principal part was intended 
to do away with the unpitying severity and hardness 
of the ancient code. 

Genuine charity is the beautiful offspring of Divine 
Love. It recognizes the frailties of human nature, the 
common imperfections and infirmities of men, and, 
with the ample folds of its mantle, covers the multitude 
of their sins. 

The popular idea of charity is far from being that 
hearty expression of divine compassion which “ suf- 
fereth long and is kind; seeketh not her own; is not 
easily provoked ; thinketh no evil.” Charity is gen- 
erally deemed a gratuitous exercise of forbearance, or 
mercy, toward a person who has committed a wrong 
against society or himself; something which the 
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offender does not deserve, nor which we are under any 
obligation to grant ; but which, in the abundance of our 
goodness, we may exhibit nevertheless ; and when thus 
manifested, it is too generally accompanied with a 
show of self-righteousness and a tone of condemnation 
which blast the good it might otherwise do. Instead 
of encircling the erring victim in the arms of divine 
love and sympathy, with an assurance of forgiveness 
that shall outlive seventy times seven offenses, it is 
usually limited to the first or second offense, after 
which charity “faileth,” and the culprit is made to 
feel the iron hand of condemnation and punishment. 

But, it may be asked, with such an unlimited prac- 
tice of charity and forgiveness as I recommend, what 
becomes of the claims of justice? have these no place 
under the Christian Dispensation? Yes; justice as 
seen in the clearer light of the spirit, but not as under- 
stood and interpreted through the lower passions. 
Absolute justice, it is said, demands that every person 
shall have just what he deserves, what he merits, no 
more and no less. I accede to this requirement, and 
see nothing in it incompatible with the principle of 
love, charity and forgiveness, as enforced by Jesus and 
reiterated here. But what does a person deserve? 
what does he merit? are questions not always easy to 
answer. I should say that every person deserves that 
which will be for his highest good, and the highest 
good of those with whom he is related. Ultimate 
goodness is the evident intention of nature and God. 
To question this is to impute to the Creator malevolent 
designs. 

In a world governed by the principles of goodness, 


then, Justice would say that no one can deserve anything 
6* 
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which will not do him good, and that which will do 
him good he deserves and ought to have. In this 
light, an act of charity to a person is either an act of jus- 
tice or injustice. If he deserves it, we do wrong to 
withhold it, and if he does not deserve it, we do wrong 
to bestow it. If a man’s conduct is deserving of re- 
proof and punishment, then there is no virtue or 
goodness in our extending to him charity, and no 
benefit to him in receiving it. On the other hand, if 
an act of charity on our part makes us nobler and 
better, and does the man good, then it is our duty to 
bestow it, and his right to claim it. It is simply a 
matter of justice. The personal desire for revenge, 
which is so deep-seated in the animal breast, must 
have no influence on our decisions. Whatever we do 
to, or for, an offender, must be solely with a view to 
his present and ultimate good ; for his reformation and 
elevation, and the protection and good of society. 

The Judge on the bench, in the exercise of judicial 
clemency, says to a guilty offender, “Sir, you deserve 
to receive the full penalty of the law—ten years’ con- 
finement at hard labor in the Peniténtiary—but in 
mercy I will commit you for only five years.” ~Now 
this is wrong. In the name of Justice let him have 
what he deserves; and he deserves nothing that is not 
for his best good. If ten years’ confinement at hard 
labor and no pay would be just—the best thing for 
the man and for society—then the Judge simply de- 
frauded both of their rights, and committed an act, 
not of mercy, but of great injustice. 

The prevailing conception of the province of mercy 
and charity is so erroneous, that, beautiful as these 
words are, I have sometimes felt that it were better if 
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they were stricken from our vocabulary altogether. 
True, there are no words in our language so sweet to 
the ear of angels and good men as charity, mercy, 
forgiveness; but heavenly and divine as they are, they 
signify nothing only as they imply justice. The 
blessed gospel of charity and mercy must be founded 
in the eternal principles of justice, and the rightful 
claims and deserts of the unfortunate and erring, or it 
has no foundation in truth whatever. It cannot set 
aside or transcend the claims of justice; for justice 
can mete out nothing but what we deserve, and we 
can deserve nothing that will work us ill. 

Recognizing, then, the ultimate good to be attained, 
we must accept or reject Christ’s gospel of love and 
charity, according to the influence it shall exert upon 
individuals and society. We must study its effects 
both upon those who practice it and those who are 
subjects of its regard; for it is obvious that its in- 
fluence for good or evil are reciprocal—acting alike 
upon the giverand receiver. Itcannot bless and curse 
at the same time. Any principle of life, or line of con- 
duct, or policy of government, practiced toward our 
fellow-creatures, that will prove a blessing to us, 
causing us to be nobler and more Christ-like, cannot, 
in the very nature of things, work ill to our neighbor, 
to our enemy, or to any person in the universe. 

And now, is it hard to prove that the practice of 
charity and mercy and forgiveness, beautifies and 
ennobles human character? that he who has most of 
these in his heart and life, is best and noblest among 
the children of men? Who are the great and beauti- 
ful souls of earth? those who wear an iron visage and 
frowning brow, before whom little children tremble 
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and flee away, and men stand in dread? Are they 
those who are loudest in their denunciations of the 
wrong doer, and ever ready to cast stones of reproof 
and condemnation? The better sentiments of human- 
ity have not awarded these the crown of glory and 
divine excellence. They have no place in the affec- 
tions of the world, and when they leave it there are 
none to drop tears of regret. 

But it is feared that so much clemency to the vicious 
and evil-minded will only give immunity to sin, and 
let loose the worst passions of men upon society. If 
so, the Sermon on the Mount, and all the principles 
which the Nazarene taught, constitute a system of the 
most pernicious sentiments ever given to mankind, 
and should at once be discarded by the civilized world. 
But this is not true. It has just the opposite effect, 
as we have been laboring to show. Was the adulte- 
rous woman more likely to go and sin again than she 
would have been had Jesus condemned and stoned 
her? Impossible to believe. 


But here let us close this special inquiry. What now 
is the result to which it has brought us, but that the sys- 
tem of Christian ethics is practicable, and only waits to 
be organized into the forms of law and government; that 
it is not, as the actions of its professed friends might 
lead us to infer, a mere sentimental theory, fit only for 
an angel world; but is an exceedingly sensible and 
wise provision of principles, designed for the salva- 
tion of just such a wicked world as this, where it may 
not only safely, but profitably, be reduced to practice. 
And I would add, that this is much easier of accom- 
plishment by a government than by individuals in their 
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daily intercourse with each other; and therefore the 
representatives of a people should set the example and 
encourage its practice, by making it the basis of law 
and criminal jurisprudence. We may all realize that 
it is the better part to return good for evil, “a kiss for 
a blow,” but it is hard for the average mortal, while 
smarting under a sense of injury, to do so. But there 
is no excuse for a government, in the administration 
of law and justice, to retaliate on offenders. It is re- 
moved from the sense of wrong which the victim 
suffers; at least it takes time to deliberate, and does 
not feel the personal pain and sudden welling up of 
an almost irresistible impulse to be avenged, that 
the individual experiences. It may therefore adopt, 
with all dispassion, that method of discipline for the 
offender which enlightened 1 reason and Christian feel- 
ing would dictate. 

But here let me digress a single paragraph, to correct 
any misapprehension that may possibly grow out of 
my views. I seek no union of Church and State more 
than now exists. I only ask for the substitution of 
spiritual forces for material forces, the New Testament 
ethics for the Old Testament ethics, Christian law for 
Mosaic law—that these higher principles may form the 
basis of government. And I would say to those who 
would place the Republic under the contro] of the 
Church, who ask for an amendment of our national 
Constitution, recognizing “Jesus Christ as the sove- 
reign Ruler of nations,” that until they are ready to do 
away with the eye-for-an-eye spirit, and reconstruct 
our institutions of government upon the principles and 
precepts which He taught, they would be infinitely 
nearer the truth, and exhibit far more consistency, by 


134 WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 


asking to have inserted the name, ‘‘ Moses, the Jewish 
Lawgiver,” instead. 

But why all these arguments to prove the wisdom 
and practicability of the Christian religion? I confess 
while I write tu a feeling at times of self-reproach, and 
find it difficult to make myself believe that it is neces- 
sary. If I weré writing a defence of Christianity to 
be distributed in heathen lands, I should have no such 
misgivings; but I am writing for Christian readers, 
and it is hard to realize that it is not a supererogatory 
service. But when I lay down my pen to look over 
the morning news, and then see, almost daily, reports 
made by Investigating Committees or private persons, 
of acts of cruelty and neglect that are systematically 
practiced on the unfortunate inmates of our pauper- 
houses, mad-houses and prison-houses, that should 
bring the blush of shame to a savage cheek; when I 
read with a shudder of horror the shocking, sickening 
recital of public executions; of Christians dragging 
human beings to the scaffold to be hung by the neck 
till dead; of ropes breaking and letting the doomed 
wretches fall to the ground, only to be dragged back 
and hung over; of drunken hangmen, whose little hu- 
manity it was necessary to drown in liquor before they 
could perform their horrible task—when these things 
force themselves upon my notice, then I am brought 
back to my senses again, and painfully made to realize 
that all my feeble efforts are necessary to help Chris- 
tianize Christians. 7 

My misgivings are now changed to a feeling of be- 
wilderment as I think of the monstrous inconsistency 
of Christian men sustaining and defending laws that 
permit and require these barbarous practices. It is 
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the most stupendous stultification of principle that 
can possibly be conceived of. With all our intelli- 
gence, how men can study the Christian system of 
religion, the plain, simple declarations of its great 
Founder, as he places them in opposition to the Mosaic 
code, and give them their endorsement, and declare 
themselves His special disciples and worshipers, and 
then go straightway and embody the spirit of the 
ancient Law in all the forms and institutions of gov- 
ernment, surpasses belief. And I will not admit that 
they are altogether oblivious of their inconsistency and 
wrong. ‘Thousands of men feel the embarrassment of 
the situation, but do not know how to extricate them- 
selves. The inward sentiment and intuition of the 
heart tells them that the system of Christian ethics is 
true—thus far they have got in their spiritual develop 
ment—and there they falter and hesitate, lacking faith 
to put it to a practical test. It is such a great change. 
The world has so long relied upon the principle of 
brute force to govern it, and it is, besides, so agreeable 
and natural to the material, masculine nature to use 
it, that they are reluctant to give it up, long after their 
judgment is convinced that it is wrong. 

With men it would seem that pure religion, justice 
and mercy, are little more than an intellectual faith 
without works; not a living, heart belief, that evolves 
itself into a law of life and action.* 

And so we come around to the conclusion which 


*TIt is an interesting confirmation of the oneness and sameness of 
the Christian principle and the feminine life, that man should hold 
them both in about the same degree of confidence and respect. In 
his sentiment, he worships both, defends both, exalts both, loves 
both; but neither may be trusted with absolute governing powers. 
What astonishing confidence masculinity has of its own ability to 
manage things ; and what a record! 
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forces itself upon the mind at every turn we make, 
that men by nature are characteristically material be- 
ings, and cannot be relied upon alone to eliminate the 
elements of brute force, selfishness and corruption 
from existing institutions, and organize government 
upon a moral and Christian basis. Our dependence in 
such an undertaking ison Woman. The divine prin- 
ciples need to be organized into governmental agencies, 
and Woman’s brow, it is admitted, is more radiant 
with the light of these heavenly virtues than man’s. 
In her is exemplified the spirit of Christ, the love, the 
compassion, the pity, the mercy, the forgiveness, that 
are for the healing of the nations. The new methods 
of the spirit belong naturally to the Woman heart to 
systematize and carry out. In the plenitude of her 
affection she will lay the foundations of a divine order 
of society and erect thereon a government of Love—a 
true Christian Republic. The why? the how? and 
the when? will be discussed in another chaovter. 


Cee bk VET: 


Woman’s Pusuiic FuNcTION. 


Having made now an exposition of the general prin- 
ciples that underlie the new type of civilization, there 
are things of a more special character that need to be 
considered, to complete this work. There are explana- 
tions to make, illustrations to give, questions to answer, 
fears to allay, and objections to overcome. While 
these will receive as much notice as the intended 
limits of this essay will permit, I would here say that 
it is no part of my design to attempt to formulate a 
system of laws and government for the New Era. 
Such a system will be developed and perfected as ex- 
perience, and the exigencies of the new conditions, 
may determine—no intellect can foresee what it will be 
in detail, My main object is to explain the general 
character of the civilization which will succeed the 
emancipation of Woman from her subject condition 
to one of direct controlling influence in the affairs of 
State, and reasons for the same. As a further effort 
in this direction, let us proceed to the consideration of 
her special public function, and her relation to certain 
great reformatory questions pressing upon us for im- 
mediate solution. 

In the natural distribution of duties and responsi- 
bilities between the sexes, what work may we expect 
will fall properly to Woman’s hands to perform when 
she takes her place by man’s side in the administration 
of public affairs ? 
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I have no idea of trying to define or prescribe Wo- 
man’s sphere; I could not do so if I would, for I 
believe it includes, in some respects, every department 
of human life; and yet, it must be admitted by every 
one, I think, there are labors and pursuits that are 
especially congenial to each sex, and that, in an un- 
trammeled condition, such would be selected in 
preference to others. Even among individuals of the 
same sex there are differences of temperament and 
faculty, that naturally impel them to dissimilar pur- 
suits ; and where differences are so great and marked 
as those that separate the two sexes, this must be emi- 
nently the case. 

The organs and faculties of any creature determine 
its use and destiny. On the truth of this proposition 
we may conclude that while men will continue to 
represent the material interests and enterprises of life, 
Woman, by virtue of her larger moral and spiritual 
endowments, will assume more the moral supervision 
of public and social affairs.* But this distribution of 
functions draws no distinct line of demarkation between 
the two spheres of action; for there is no material inte- 
rest demanding legislation or public notice that has not 
its moral side or bearings, which need to be detected and 
directed by Woman’s moral perception and judgment. 


* I purposely avoid discussing the intellectual and educational pur- 
suits and studies of the two sexes, because they do not necessarily 
belong to the subject under attention ; and besides they are receiving 
from able writers a pretty thorough examination under the head of 
“Sex in Education ;” yet [would say, considering the mental differences 
which we discover existing between them, we may expect to see man 
more absorbed in material science and inductive philosophy, and Wo- 
mau more especially attracted to moral and social science, and 
deductive philosophy. This does not apply to academic and collegiate 
studies, for these are so merely rudimentary and preparatory to the 
greater studies and pursuits of after-life, that little, if any, difference 
need be made in the class of studies for male and female. 


WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 139 


We may say, then, that as Woman is characteristically 
a moral being, on her will devolve the responsibility 
of the moral and social well-being of the Republic. 
These hitherto have been sadly neglected, but with the 
advent of Woman into public affairs they will receive, 
as they ought, the very first consideration. In the 
masculine age, the aims of the race, and especially of 
governments, have been chiefly for material good 
rather than moral good. Material and intellectual ac- 
quisition, which has ministered to the ruling spirit of 
the world—Self-Love—has monopolized the principal 
attention ; and how the higher interests of society have 
languished, is manifest from the great amount of igno- 
rance, poverty, vice and crime that pervades it, and 
which seems to be steadily on the increase. For 
example, look at intemperance. Statistics show that 
- within the last twelve years the traffic in intoxicating 
liquors in the United States has more than doubled, 
and all its fearful evils have grown in proportion. 
~ We are proud to call our’s an age of great progress, 
and in many respects it is. Our material enterprise 
and intellectual growth are unparalleled in the history 
of the world. But while we witness the most gigantic 
material conquests, the most surprising intellectual ad- 
vancement, it is a sad, and yet a very significant fact, 
that moral interests and reforms are lagging way be- 
hind the age. This goes to show that we have not 
yet discovered the secret of carrying forward moral un- 
dertakings. There is some element of success we 
omit, some leverage of power we overlook, else the 
moral life of the nation would keep pace with its ma- 
terial and intellectual development. 

The true solution of the matter is to be found in the 
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absence of Woman’s voice and influence in public 
concerns, and in man’s inability to supervise moral 
interests. Yes, I repeat it, his snability to supervise 
moral interests. For some reason, man seems to lack 
the capacity to apply moral forces successfully, either 
as a remedial agent or to further moral enterprises ; 
his best hold is physical power. The fact that his 
systems of criminal jurisprudence have proved such 
signal failures, working mischief rather than good; his 
blunders and injustice in the management of the In- 
dian affairs, his utter failure in the temperance cause, 
his inability to rid the nation of slavery without a 
bloody revolution, and his reluctance to do away with 
the sword in the arbitrament of international difficul- 
ties; all these things, and many more like them that 
might be enumerated, go to confirm the statement, 
that God never made man to supervise the moral in- 
terests of society. And he is beginning to realize this 
himself. 

It would be exceedingly mortifying, if the lesson 
was not so salutary to my sex, to see how utterly 
helpless and powerless we are in the present great 
moral uprising of women to rid the land of dram- 
drinking. Men who have had the temperance cause 
under their special superintendence for half a century, 
who have organized scores of temperance societies 
without ever thinking to ask women to become mem- 
bers with them, as if they were of no account in such 
a cause; men who have worn, as by divine right, the 
official regalia of the “Orders,” “Divisions” and 
“Lodges,” and have taken the lead and. responsibility 
with so.much assurance, engineering, pioneering and 
domineering in all the grand fizzles against King 
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Alcohol for fifty years, are now seen humbly, pas- 
sively, meekly, safely gathered together in a church in 
the back-ground, while women go out into the street 
to encounter the enemy and beard the lion in his den! 
The situation is ludicrous in spite of its seriousness; 
but if it only teaches men that there are some things 
they can’t do, that nature never intended them to do, 
and that they get out of their “proper sphere” more 
than Woman ever thought of doing when they try to 
do, I, for one, will be willing to bear the chagrin, and 
let the good sisters smile through their tears and 
prayers at the sorry figure we cut. The lesson will be 
worth all it costs of humiliation. 

Man’s empire is the material, and woman’s is the 
moral; and if both keep in their place, material and 
moral progress will go hand in hand, producing di- 
vine harmony and order in human society. While 
Woman is invincible in her sphere, man is almost 
omnipotent in his. Nothing on earth can excel him 
in carrying forward a material enterprise. Give him a 
railroad to build across the continent, a bridge to span 
Niagara, a telegraph to put under the ocean, a Suez 
Canal to dig, a hole to bore through the Alps, or a 
railway to construct to the moon, and so surely as he 
undertakes the work so surely is his effort crowned 
with victory; and he is not obliged to work fifty 
years either, and then ask woman to help him out. 
He is laboring now in the line of his predominant 
nature—the material—and so he has inspiration and 
genius and enthusiasm; he loves his work, and puts 
his whole heart into the undertaking; he has patience 
and perseverance to overcome obstacles; to try, try 
again, and, of course, succeeds. He does not exhibit a 
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whit less interest, enthusiasm and perseverance in his 
work than Woman does in her crusade against intem- 
perance, and it is these things in either case that 
insure success. The material project appeals to 
man’s strongest nature—Self-Love— and enkindles all 
the ardor of his soul to be enlisted in the work; the 
moral enterprise appeals to the Woman’s predominant 
nature—Love—and awakens the mighty energies of 
her spirit to prosecute the good cause. 

So when man attempts to carry forward a moral re- 
form, he makes sorry work of it. It needs love and 
philanthropy and sustained endeavor and self-sacrifice, 
and these things are not his special forte. Selfish, 
personal interest and aggrandizements, make so much 
stronger appeals to his nature that at the first little 
discouragement or repulse, he surrenders to the enemy, 
and settles down into the conviction that the evil is 
an affliction of providence, and that it is wiser to en- 
dure it than try to cure it. 

There seems to be little thought given to the princi- 
ples that underlie moral progress and reform And 
yet exact rules of procedure hold good in the moral 
as in the material world; and we shall continue to 
suffer disappointment and defeat till we find out what 
these are, and proceed according to their provisions. 
The engineer, before attempting to suspend a bridge 
across the Niagara, sits down and carefully estimates 
every particular; he calculates the strength of the 
iron, its temper, the amount of strain it will endure to 
the square inch, the extent of oscillation produced by 
crossing the structure, the effect of heat and cold upon 
the iron, the amount of decomposition in a given time, 
and a hundred other considerations necessary to insure 
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safety and success, any one of which, if overlooked, 
might entail the most serious consequences. 

But in our moral undertakings, no such rigid in- 
quiry is instituted. No effort is made to get at the 
philosophy of the movement, to find out who are the 
proper agents to prosecute the work, what elements, 
influences and forces are necessary to insure success ; 
nothing of the kind. The reform is passed over, with- 
out a question of fitness, to hands and heads that are 
already pre-occupied by cares of an entirely different 
character, whose proper function is the use of physical 
and intellectual force in the subjugation of our rugged 
planet, and in building up and pushing forward the 
various material industries and projects of life. And 
these ‘‘ giants of selfishness, passion and wrong” find 
it hard work to serve two masters; to give the heart 
in opposite directions, and serve Love and Self-Love 
at the same time; and so the one which has the least 
hold on the affections suffers neglect. 

There are two principal reasons why men fail in 
moral efforts. If they consent to serve the good cause 
at all, whatever interest they take in it is prompted by 
selfish considerations; for let it be known, once for 
all, that average manhood acts from the impulse of 
Self-Love. Now, however useful this may be in ma- 
_ terial enterprises, it is an element of weakness in moral 
reforms. The other source of weakness is their de- 
pendence, which is perfectly natural, on such means 
and agencies to carry forward the work as they rely 
upon to prosecute material projects. Reason and 
philosophy would seem to dictate that, as material 
ends are gained by material means, moral ends must 
be gained by moral means. Material and legal 
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instrumentalities are to be employed as secondary aids, 
as I shall endeavor to show in another place; but our 
first and main reliance must be on moral influences, on 
heart forces; and the average man is deficient in this 
kind of power. Woman is peculiarly fitted to be the 
agent of the moral and social affairs of the nation; and 
the principal reason why these interests have lagged 
way behind the material and intellectual growth of 
the world, is simply in consequence of their not being 
entrusted to her supervision; and they will never 
catch up, and move along with the others, till we re- 
cognize these basic truths, and take the reforms out of 
the hands of men and place them where they belong. 

Moral enterprises spring from, are sustained and 
carried forward by love, love of God and love of man; 
in other words, by affection and philanthropy; and 
these have their origin in the heart. Now it has ever 
been conceded that if Woman has any exclusive 
sphere of her own, it is the empire of the heart, of 
love, from which springs all the moral powers of the 
world ; whether from the masculine side or feminine 
side, all moral influences in life have their source in 
the heart, or moral affections. And here Woman is 
queen and sovereign over man. If this concession re- 
mains, if it still be admitted that the feminine nature 
has a larger moral and heart endowment than the 
masculine, then by virtue of that it is evident, God 
intended that she should take charge of the moral and 
social interests of human society. It is not a question 
of intellectual ability and greatness, as these things are 
commonly understood. Grant, for the argument’s sake, 
if it be insisted upon, that women don’t know and 
can’t know as much as the great conceited lords of 
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creation ; thatis not the point. The question is simply 
one of fitness and aptitude. 

To illustrate: If we wished to institute a grand 
musical enterprise, we would never think of placing 
the undertaking in the hands of the great statesmen 
and sages of the country. They would utterly fail, 
should they attempt the work. They might be induced 
to assume the responsibility from a sense of duty, just 
as men generally take hold of the temperance cause 
and other moral reforms. But nothing was ever well 
done that was prompted by a sense of duty. The 
man that serves God or any cause from motives of 
duty, renders very poor service. We must love our 
work, putting our whole heart in it, if we would suc- 
ceed, whether it be material or moral endeavor. To 
make our Musical Jubilee a success, we would look up 
the Gilmores, the Sirausses and Thomases, persons 
possessing large musical endowments that are in har- 
mony with the principles to be carried out; and they 
would take hold of the work with an interest and en- 
thusiasm that know no such thing as fail; they would 
succeed where Websters, Sumners and Greeleys could 
do nothing. Everything by nature is fitted for some 
special work, and can do it better than everything else. 
A bird will build a nest better than a Plato or Shak- 
speare, because it possesses nest-building attributes 
superior to either, and puts its nature into its work- 
manship. 

And so Woman will build up and sustain moral 
enterprises better than man, for the obvious reason 
that she has a larger endowment of moral qualities and 
forces to put into these efforts than he. Dr. Adam 
Clark says that he rather have one woman engaged in 

7 


146 WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 


any moral or benevolent mission, than seven men. 
Without Woman’s special aid, it would have been im- 
possible to have kept up the Christian and Sanitary 
Commissions through our recent war. See how in- 
finitely superior to man she rises in her power to deal 
with the great curse of curses, intemperance. And if 
she can accomplish so much while hampered and dis- 
trusted, and half distrustful of herself, what will she 
not do when she becomes the accredited and responsible 
moral agent of society, commissioned with all necessary 
power to consumate her work? 

This great Temperance movement claims to be of 
God; and so it certainly is. Yet, philosophically 
speaking, it is the power and manifestation of the 
spiritual forces lodged in Woman’s nature which, 
moved upon by the Infinite Spirit, go forth in this 
labor of love. Men could not do the same work, let 
them pray never so believingly and fervently, showing 
that it is not a miraculous movement, though it is 
providential, and has God and Christ and the whole 
spiritual heavens back of it. .And what Woman, by 
Divine grace, is doing for the cause of Temperance, 
she will yet do in many other reforms. 

But has there been no moral reformation under mas- 
culine rule? asks the reader. O, yes; progress is 
inevitable. God has impressed this law upon every 
thing, and think not that puny man can prevent its 
ultimate expression. He may dam up the stream, 
but it will break over the banks and make a new chan- 
nel, and find its way to the ocean at last; he may 
obstruct and hinder and delay, but the general pur- 
poses of Nature will finally be gained. 

Reforms will come ; peacefully if they may, forcefully 
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if they must. They are seldom brought about by 
direct, peaceful steps of progress, but are achieved 
through the stress of necessity. They come out of 
revolution or fear of revolution. Men wait till the 
evils of society become intolerable and threaten to un- 
dermine society and destroy the government, before they 
act; and then the impulse to action is simply self-pro- 
tection, rather than justice and philanthropy. Witness 
the Corn Law reform of 1882, in England; it was de- 
layed till the very throne wasin danger from a general 
uprising of starving millions. Witness again in the 
same country the recent act of Disestablishment of the 
Trish Church. Does anybody imegine that the great 
majority of Protestant Englishmen were moved to 
perform this simple act of justice (doing away with a 
law which required Irish Catholics to support a Church 
they did not believe in,) from any other motive than 
that of fear? to save themselves from the horrors of 
revolution which threatened them? And almost 
every act of justice or concession of right that is made 
by masculine governments, which happens to conflict 
with some temporary selfish interest, must be wrung 
from them in this same way. 

But fortunate were it if men would always be moved 
by fear of revolution in time to save us from the out- 
break. But they are not, as instance our own four 
years’ civil war. Men knew that slavery was an evil; 
they had realized it for half a century; but considera- 
tions of personal advantage and aggrandizement too 
easily overcame their scruples, and they kept maintain- 
ing it till God, in his impatience and wrath, swept it 
away with the besom of destruction. 

Humiliating is the reflection that history can never 
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give to America the proud honor and credit of getting 
rid of slavery because it was such an outrage upon 
our enlightened moral convictions that we could en- 
dure the shame and guilt no longer. No, we were 
willing to endure it for a thousand years, if insurgents 
would only lay down their arms and not try to break 
up the Union. It is well known that slavery was 
destroyed as a “ Military Necessity ;” not out of sym- 
pathy for the oppressed, but to save ourselves ; an act 
of moral virtue on our part on a par with that of the 
thief, who drops his bundle of stolen goods, in order 
that he may the more easily outrun the officer at his 
heels | 

With the admission of Woman to participate in 
public affairs, will be instituted quite a different moral 
policy from the one we have here considered. It will 
be preventive and peaceful, instead of remedial and 
revolutionary, as now, and constitute a prominent 
feature of government. - 

Indeed, I think it likely that under the new regime 
the Legislative branch of government will be so 
changed as to do away with the present.arrangement of 
a higher and lower House, and have in their place two 
houses of peers, a Man’s Parliament and a Woman’s 
Parliament, composed of an equal number of repre- 
sentatives chosen by the people; and that the special 
function of the feminine House will be the supervision 
of the moral interests of the Republic. Woman will 
keep watch and ward over the heart and conscience of 
the nation, preventing injustice, fraud and corruption, 
and promoting the higher concerns of the State. As 
under the present system, bills for any public measure 
might originate in either House, but must pass both, 
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and receive the approval of the Chief Magistrate, be- 
fore they become laws. But all questions would have 
a measure of interest to Woman, from the fact already 
remarked, that every public project has its moral bear- 
ings in greater or less degree; and even those dry, 
perplexing problems of a more material character, over 
which masculine heads get befogged and floundered in 
inextricable embarrassment, need the aid of her quick, 
intuitive mind to help furnish a solution. For, 

sams “ Her rapid mind decides, while his debates, 

She feels a truth that he but calculates.” 

But whatever arrangement of Legislative bodies the 
wisdom of the future may adopt, the principal interest 
that woman will take in politics and public affairs, 
will relate to the moral, social and educational well- 
being of the nation. 

I am aware that there are a great many persons who 
do not share this view; who entertain fears that, once 
admitted to the arena of public life, Woman in time 
would become as ambitious, unscrupulous, corrupt, 
selfish and intriguing as the masculine politician. 
Now I admit there is no middle ground between this 
view and the one I have presented in the foregoing 
pages. Aye, I will go further and say, that she will 
either lift our civilization to the height I have repre- 
sented, or she will plunge it into an abyss of corruption 
and darkness, compared with which our present con- 
dition is a heaven on earth. It is impossible for 
her to enter public life and have it remain as it was at 
her advent; a radical change must follow. If she 
retains those endowments of heart and spirit which we 
have seen she possesses, and which even opposers 
ascribe to her, she will lift politics and government up 
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to her standard of moral excellence; but if, on the 
other hand, she ceases to be’ the virtuous creature she 
is, if she becomes depraved, corrupt and crafty, then 
woe be to the nation; for she will, in the inversion of 
her powers, out-Herod man, sinking as much below 
him as she is capable of rising above him, and in her 
fearful descent drag everything after her. Woman is 
a being that goes to extremes of good orevil. Yet 
this statement is hardly true, without qualification. It 
is true, relatively, compared with man. Her normal 
condition, as measured by that of man’s, is one of ex- 
tremes; extreme goodness, uprightness, faithfulness, 
enthusiasm, devotion, self-sacrifice, integrity, and so 
forth ; and when perverted, she exhibits the opposite 
character fully as much. The reverse action of her 
powers is equal to their direct action. And hence it 
is impossible for her to deviate from her natural state 
with as little harm to herself and others as man can. 

But is there any good reason to believe, even ad- 
mitting that politics are naturally demoralizing, that 
the extension of the right of franchise to the feminine 
sex will debauch and corrupt the Womanhood of the 
nation? This would be necessary, to produce the evil 
which opposers fear. Bad, designing women would 
doubtless exist, but they would be as powerless to 
injure the State as they are now, unless their whole 
sex became equally as depraved, and elected them to 
office. The average Womanhood of the nation would 
be represented in public councils as the average 
manhood is. The few ambitious office-seekers and 
unprincipled female politicians would never receive 
the suffrages of the masses of women; for such would 
not be fair representatives of their morality and 
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standing. It would be precisely with them in that re- 
spect asitis with men. Thecollective manhood of the 
nation is faithfully represented in the character of 
those we choose to make laws and administer public 
affairs—we are no better and no worse. There are, of 
course, exceptional men; but the average morality, 
honesty and intelligence of the mass are seen in their 
representatives. The majority of men who denounce 
the office-holder as dishonest, corrupt and venal, 
would exhibit a similar weakness were they put in 
his place. We have some good men, upright, incor- 
ruptible men, of whom Charles Sumner was the type; 
why are they not more generally sought after and 
elected to places of trust and responsibility ? Simply 
because the mass of men have not principle enough 
to take them up and sustain them. Such men will 
not stoop to low practices of intrigue and corruption 
to secure position, and those who will, men accept and 
honor with their votes. 

But nothing is more erroneous than the very general 
supposition that politics and governmental affairs are 
necessarily corrupt and corrupting. They are made 
such because the ‘giants of selfishness” have prosti- 
tuted them to their base, selfish ends; because, as we 
have shown elsewhere, they exclude the heart and con- 
science of the feminine sex from having any part in 
them. 

Nothing is intrinsically debasing that is necessary 
and right; and what, I ask, can be more ennobling and 
divine than to be engaged in an effort to build up a 
wise and beneficent system of government, that shall 
foster public and private virtue, protect the weak, and 
establish justice and equality for all. A nation is a 
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great family of families; and politics and government 
have for their end the regulation of the affairs in this 
enlarged household, so that equal justice shall be done 
to all; and no field of employment, outside the do- 
mestic circle, would afford such an opportunity for 
Woman to put forth the divine energies of her spirit 
as this. The family is the type of the perfect govern- 
ment, and Woman’s presence and influence are needed 
as much in one as the other. 

The reason why there is so much rascality, corrup- 
tion and waste under the present management of the 
national household, is because men cannot resist the 
temptation to avail themselves of the opportunity 
which their sovereign position at the head of affairs 
affords to seek first their own interest and aggrandize- 
ment, regardless of the claims of other members of the 
family. They run a mighty engine, that should be 
worked in the interest of the people, to their own per- 
sonal advantage. The fault is not in the engine, but 
in its perverted use. There is no calling, however 
sacred, no profession, no business in which people may 
not be tempted to be dishonest, if they are dishonestly 
disposed. And this is the fatal weakness of most men, 
and hence they need ever by their side, to restrain, 
strengthen and inspire, that morally stronger “ better- 
half,” which the Rev. Dr. Bushnell says, “is less 
supremely, less indivertibly selfish.” 

The too common idea that politics are necessarily 
contaminating works great detriment to the State; for 
it has the tendency to keep good then from taking any 
interest in public affairs, and to surrender the govern- 
ment into the hands of the ignorant and unscrupulous. 
If naturally corrupting, why did they not corrupt 


WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 153 


Lincoln, Chase and Sumner? Simply because these 
men had too much inbred principle and conscience to 
yield to temptation. Yet they could not have engaged 
in any business intrinsically evil without having become 
depraved. They could not have been employed in 
smuggling, gambling or rum-selling, without harm to 
their moral nature. 

But it will be said that women will be open to the 
same temptation as men, and will be likely to fall vic- 
tims to ambition and selfishness. Very true, but the 
virtuous mass of women, whom such ones would mis- 
represent and dishonor, would not retain them in power 
as men do; and they would be more particular in their 
choice of representatives in the first place. 

But in any event, even admitting that there is some- 
thing specially contaminating in politics, public morals 
would be greatly improved by their enfranchisement, 
because not nearly as many women as men would fall 
into corrupt practices. Remember, the opposition 
admits that women are morally superior to men; and 
to say that they would be more likely to be tempted 
to evil than men, or even as likely, is a monstrous 
paradox. It is equivalent to saying that the best 
people are the worst, the weakest, the most unreliable. 
What enables the few good men we get in office to 
withstand temptation, but their exceptional possession 
in large degree of those very qualities we assert are 
natural to the feminine sex ? 

That the corrupt practices of men in politics would 
be unnatural to the mass of women, we have further 
reason to conclude, from the circumstance that many 
of them, perhaps most of them, at present, are op- 
posed to being enfranchised. They labor under a 
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misapprehension, as well as most men, as to the great 
underlying purpose of the Woman Suffrage Move- 
ment. They entertain the common notion that to 
become voters they must become masculine, and enter 
the noisy turmoil of political strife, and run a race and 
scramble for office, power and pay. It is this false 
view of the Movement that Woman’s spirit revolts at, 
and till she can see differently it does honor to her 
Womanhood to do so. Itshows her instinctive repug- 
nance to those things that are so natural to man; it 
betrays her higher moral perceptions and impulses, 
and proves that when she comes to take part in civil 
and political matters, the coarseness and corruption 
that now characterize them will have no attractions for 
her mind, and must gradually pass away, as she more 
and more stamps the impress of her own finer spirit 
upon public institutions, She would never exhibit 
this repugnance to suffrage if the things she is repelled 
at were not foreign to her nature; and till her mind is 
enlightened and she is convinced of its true and higher 
aims, she will continue to make the protest. But 
once let her be instructed in the great principles that 
underlie the cause, let her clearly see what she can do 
with the ballot toward ridding the world of intemper- 
ance, war, Injustice, cruelty and crime, and we shall 
hear no more about her not wanting to vote. 

Another prominent cause of her indifference and 
opposition, is the purely material character of our 
politics, moral principles and purposes having had so 
little to do with them. Indeed, it has been stoutly 
maintained by some politicians, that politics and 
morals would not mix, and that it was wrong to try 
to mix them. Very likely that is true with some 
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kinds of polities; but if we have a good kind, they 
will mix so admirably that you can hardly discern one 
from the other. 

Now all these things connected with existing poli- 
tics, which cause Woman instinctively to shrink back 
with indifference and dread, help to reveal the natural 
proclivities of her soul, and warrant the statement 
which I made a little way back, that when she is called 
upon to share directly in public affairs, her chief 
function will be to supervise the moral, educational, 
social and sanitary interests of the Republic. 

And in this conclusion we are not, fortunately, with- 
out some positive proof to support it. Though there 
has been hitherto little in politics to enlist her sympa- 
thies, yet when a moral principle has been concerned, 
she has exhibited the liveliest interest. 

Let those who believe that Woman will become a 
wrangling politician and ambitious aspirant for office, 
ponder the fact, that never in the history of our coun- 
try were there to be found a score of women who 
manifested the slighest interest in political issues till 
the question of Anti-slavery entered into party dis- 
cussions, a question which involved a great moral 
principle. The reason is obvious: before the agita- 
tion of that question came up, the issues that divided 
political parties were almost exclusively questions that 
concerned the material prosperity of the nation; such 
as finance, national banks, the acquisition of new terri- 
tory, tariffs, internal improvements, commerce, and the 
like, and with these it was natural that Woman, char- 
acteristically a moral and spiritual being, should have 
no special sympathy. But the instant a great moral 
issue came up, see how spontaneously and promptly 
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her nature responded. Garrison says that he derived 
his chief encouragement and help from women in the 
early days of the Anti-slavery agitation, when to be 
an Abolitionist was a stigma of reproach; that they 
composed by far the larger part of his conventions and 
meetings; and while men reviled and mobbed him, they 
stood by him, and gave him their utmost sympathy 
and support. They did more; they took to the ros- 
trum and pen to plead the cause of the down-trodden 
and oppressed. Consider that Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a 
book that has done more to create an Anti-slavery 
sentiment throughout our country and the world, I 
think I may safely say, than the personal efforts of 
any ten men who ever lived, was written by a woman, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe. Belonging to one of the most 
noted families that America ever produced, this wo- 
man has achieved an immortality of fame that will 
shine on like the stars of heaven loug after the words 
and works of her sterner brothers shall have been for- 
gotten of men. 


Before the days of Anti-slavery, women never 
thought of attending strictly political meetings, but all 
through this politico-moral agitation they constituted 
a prominent and influential feature of such gatherings 
in one of the parties; but now that that issue is settled, 
and politicians have little to contend for but the spoils 
of office, they are dropping off, and are rarely found at 
the meetings, as any one, who was particular to notice, 
might have seen in the Presidential campaign of 1872. 

Thus can we see from the interest Woman manifests 
in moral questions, and her repugnance to purely 
material ones, what she will do when her voice is 
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heard in the Halls of Legislation, and she is recognized 
and respected as the rightful conservator of the 
moral interests of the nation. 

The introduction of the Anti-slavery question into 
party issues, heralded a new era in political science. 
That was only the beginning. More and more moral 
ideas will incarnate themselves in politics. Other 
great reforms are now knocking for admission, and 
must soon be taken up for legislative action and settle- 
ment. Not only in America, but the whole civilized 
world is ripe for peaceful moral revolution, which 
cannot much longer be deferred. Through all the 
dark ages of the past, the chief concern of men and 
nations has been the achievement of material pros- 
perity and greatness; but the light of an advancing 
Christian civilization enables us to see that there is a 
wiser political economy; and henceforth the higher 
moral claims and needs of humanity, which have been 
so long neglected, will take precedence, and receive 
primary consideration in all the councils of State. 
We will seek first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all other things needful will be 
added thereto. 

And what blindness must that be which cannot see 
the moral fitness of emancipating Woman from her 
subject state to take an active part in the impending 
change. However justifiable her subordination in 
the past, it will be wrong, aye, criminal, to keep her 
down longer. Her soul burns to be up and doing the 
great work which Heaven has reserved for her to per- 
form. The recent spontaneous uprising of her sex to 
grapple with the giant, Intemperance, shows the 
quickening of her spirit, and its impatience to be 
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about its Master’s work. Who can foresee the moral 
injury to Woman and the world of quenching this 
spirit ? 


In previous chapters I have endeavored to show 
that the laws of our spiritual nature, as revealed in 
the principles and precepts of Christianity, were 
destined to become the basis of a divine order of so- 
ciety and government; and that Woman, as the 
representative of Christ and the spirit, was the legiti- 
mate agent to reduce them to practice and inaugurate 
the new type of civilization. My labor would be in- 
complete, did I fail to indicate in a more particular 
manner what special and immediate efforts are neces- 
sary before we can begin to realize these expectations ; 
and at the same time explain why man may not be 
depended upon to accomplish the work, and why 
Woman, panoplied with moral and political power, 
may. 

To specify all the moral needs of the age that de- 
mand legislative action, would be almost an endless 
task, and, if I could do so, it is not required to illus- 
trate the subject. I will, therefore, take up two or 
three of the important interests and reforms now 
forcing themselves upon our notice, and proceed to ex- 
plain the fitness and wisdom of placing them, along 
with the ballot, in Woman’s hands. 


WoMAN AS TEMPERANCE REFORMER, 


First, let us consider that reform which has so gen- 
erally enlisted the profoundest sympathy and effort of 
Woman, the cause of Temperance. The evils growing 
out of the rum traffic are so appalling, and increasing 
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at such a fearful rate, that prompt measures must be 
taken to eradicate them, or the nation will be engulfed 
in ruin. We have far more reason to be alarmed at 
the ultimate evil effects of this terrible traffic, than we 
ever had to fear the curse of American slavery, bad as 
that system was. Poor as the best of intoxicating 
liquors are for a beverage, the villainous compounds 
now mostly in use are vitiating and poisoning the 
very fountains of life, physical and moral, and gene- 
rating, to an alarming extent, disease, insanity, madness, 
imbecility, vice, violence and crime. Should this de- 
generacy and evil go on increasing and multiplying 
till the nation is swallowed up in ruin and death, it 
will not be the first time in history that the unre- 
strained appetites and propensities of a people have 
accomplished their destruction. Mighty empires, 
kingdoms and nations lie buried in ashes, burnt up 
and consumed by their own passions and vices. Not 
less secure did they feel when overtaken with eee 
tion than do we to-day. 

If slavery was the “sum of all villainies,” the liquor 
traffic may be called the multiplied sum of all villainies. 
Dr. J. G. Holland, in Seribner’s Monthly, very correctly 
asserts, that the ‘‘Anti-slavery question was never any- 
thing more than a mere baby in importance, compared 
with the Temperance question;” and I fully believe 
in his prediction, that the time is near at hand when 
“the whole nation will be aroused and divided on this 
subject.” 

The accumulated horrors of chattel slavery are 
hardly to be compared with the multiplied and far- 
reaching evils of intemperance. To speak within 
bounds, it is safe to say that the rum traffic in the 
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United States is the source of more tears and misery 
and wretchedness and woe, in a period of twelve 
months; of more broken hearts and severed ties and 
desecrated homes; more vice and immorality and 
shame; more neglect and brutality and suffering to 
the innocent and helpless; more abject slavery of soul 
and body and mind to the poor victims of appetite—in 
a word, it is the direct cause of more unmixed evil in 
asingle year, than grew out of the institution of 
American slavery in a decade. And yet, to atone for 
the wrongs of the latter, and to get rid of its presence, 
the first born of the nation were laid upon the altar, 
and treasure poured out like water! Heaven grant 
that we may be wise in time, and escape a possibly 
greater calamity. 

How we are to stay this swelling tide of intemper- 
ance and vice, and roll back the waves of desolation 
and death now sweeping over our country and the 
civilized world, is an inquiry of paramount considera- 
tion. None other at the present time is of equal 
importance. 

With this particular reformatory question, at least, 
it is hardly necessary for me to attempt to prove the 
inability of men to solve the problem and master the 
evil. Their utter failure, after a half century’s effort, 
saves me the trouble. And, for a wonder, they see it, 
and frankly admit it; and this awakening is full of 
hope for my sex. But we may gather wisdom to 
profit by in this and other moral endeavors, by clearly 
understanding the reason of their failure. And as it 
is usually an easy task to discover the cause of a 
break-down, so in this case, the explanation is simple: 
they were lacking in moral purpose and power. This is 
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evident in their agitation of the subject, and in their 
legislation. 

The reform has never assumed till now that earnest, 
serious, moral character which properly belongs to a 
great moral undertaking, fraught with such immortal 
_ Interests and consequences to humanity, as this. It 
has never been made to appeal, in any profound man- 
ner, to our hearts and sympathies, arousing the 
slumbering conscience of the people to put forth a 
determined and prolonged moral resistance to the evil, 
without which it is vain to hope for success. Frivo- 
lousness, selfishness and insincereness have character- 
ized the movement, in great part, from first to last. 
These, I am aware, are bold charges to make; but not 
more bold than true, and not more true than provable. 

The early pioneers and apostles who go out ahead 
of the press and pulpit to herald the principles of a 
new reform, and who remain its champions and ad- 
vocates, may justly be considered the ones who give 
coloring and character to the enterprise. Now who 
that is at all acquainted with the early or later history 
of the Temperance revival, who has been accustomed 
to attend public meetings and listen to temperance 
orators, does not know that, with some few noble ex- 
ceptions, their efforts have been marked by studied 
levity, story-telling and burlesque? So true is this, 
that people came to expect it, and went out to meeting 
prepared to burst the buttons from their waistcoats, 
and if they did not, went home disappointed in the 
speaker. In conversation with a very successful Tem- 
perance speaker, he made to me the frank observation 
that ‘‘Temperance lecturing is a species of refined 
buffoonery; and unless the lecturer can promise the 
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public about as much amusement and fun as they 
could get at an exhibition of negro minstrels, he better 
give up the business; he won't draw.” This is true; 
and every natural-born clown that aspired above the 
circus seemed to know it, and studied for the calling. 
After collecting together a full supply of stale stories, 
old jokes, and borrowed wit, and practicing a sufficient 
length of time before the mirror to be able to imitate 
and mock the unfortunate inebriate, they would sally 
forth to make the public split their sides with mirth 
and laughter. And what is most singular, is, that 
many of these men had themselves been victims of in- 
temperance, and were now making fun out of their own 
misfortune and shame! What a way to awaken sym- 
pathy, and moral enthusiasm! The greatest sufferers 
of all, the women and children, were silent, and the 
little interest men were able to awaken, was, of course, 
more than neutralized by their show of unfeeling mer- 
riment and mockery. 

And this has been the degree of seriousness and 
moral concern which men have shown in prosecuting 
the Temperance cause. While sixty thousand victims 
of intemperance were annually reeling and staggering 
down to a drunkard’s grave, leaving behind them 
scenes of suffering and woe in the broken hearts and 
blasted hopes of women and children that were sad 
enough to blanch the cheek of marble, and turn all 
eyes to tears, the apostles and teachers sent out by 
Temperance societies were making it an occasion for 
laughter, buffoonery and burlesque! Is it any wonder 
they should have failed to make this great moral 
enterprise a success, when they relied upon such in- 
strumentalities to advance it? I have known street 
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soap-venders and razor-strop dealers to thrive in busi- 
ness by these means; but however natural it is for the 
masculine instinct to seize upon such agencies to 
get up an excitement, it is time men learned that they 
are not just the thing to help along a moral reform. 

How different the methods which Woman relies 
upon to awaken interest and arouse sympathy in this 
cause. She does not stand before the gaping crowd to 
mimic and mock human infirmities that were more a 
cause of tears and pity; she does not distort her 
features and tell mirth-provoking stories to make the 
groundlings laugh! No, no; that is not her way. 
She comes with tear-dimmed eyes, and lips touched 
with fire from off the altar of love, to ‘plead with the 
rum-seller to give up his unholy work of ruin and 
death. She comes with prayers and supplications and 
songs ; she comes with her heart in her open hand, her 
soul in her open face, a mighty, resistless, moral force, 
that has in it the power of God unto salvation. Tell 
me, ye men of candor, which of the twain exhibits the 
higher order of wisdom, and establishes the best claim 
to supervise such matters ? 

But this isnot all. The same lack of moral purpose 
and principle which men have shown in trying to 
awaken public interest in Temperance, has been quite 
as visible in their legislation on the subject. All at- 
tempts to prohibit the traffic in intoxicating beverages 
have proved failures. Why? Simply because men 
found it not to their interest to enforce the law. 

Barring exceptions, men act, as before remarked, 
from the impulse of Self-Love. The interest which 
they take in any affair is in the ratio of its interest to 
them. They will serve a good cause if the good cause 
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will serve them. They will enforce every Temperance 
law on the statute books of America, if it will bring 
them office and honor and reward. This was seen in 
the temporary triumph of the Maine Law throughout 
New England twenty years ago, when it gave promise 
of being a successful party movement. Politicians 
looking for place, and those who went into office on 
the popular Temperance tide, were as tireless and vigi- 
lant in the enforcement of the law as Christian women 
are in besieging a rum-seller with prayers and songs. 

Official reports of that period show that thousands 
of dram-shops were effectually closed, and, as a conse- 
quence, crime and vagrancy dropped off more than one 
half. In many of the larger places, jails and lock-ups 
and hospitals were almost tenantless, criminal courts 
were idle, and the police useless. The Rev. Theodore 
L. Cuyler, D. D., writing, November, 1872, says: 

“Go to Connecticut — glorious old Connecticut— 
that much despised Nutmeg State. Where will you 
find the greater? Take Connecticut and go to New 
Haven, the City of Elms, and ask the keeper of the 
city prison and the work-house, and what will they tell 
you? I have got the official statement—here it is: 
‘In July last,’ the keeper of the city prison said, ‘we 
shut up fifty persons for crimes arising out of the use 
of intoxicating drinks. The month after the passage 
of the Prohibition Law we put in fifteen only for said 
offense.’ The keeper of the work-house said, ‘we put 
in seventy-three in the work-house in July, and in 
August we put in fifteen only.’ What becomes, then, 
of all the arguments of the law’s inutility ?” 

But as a political enterprise, the Maine Law moye- 
ment disappointed the self-seeking expectations of 


WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 165 


men; and so-their zeal in well-doing gradually sub- 
sided, and the enemy came back and re-possessed the 
field, carrying on his work of destruction with a higher 
hand than ever. 

Like every other moral reform, the cause of Tem- 
perance needs vigilance and sustained effort, prompted 
by philanthropy, which only Christian love is able to 
make. We must not expect every kind of labor to be 
rewarded in dollars and cents and honor. Material 
effort may be made to pay back a material equivalent ; 
but God has wisely decreed that moral endeavor shall 
find its chief recompense in moral benefits. This uni- 
verse is not gotten up solely to minister to Self-Love; 
there is a higher nature in man that needs develop- 
ment; and to insure its culture, a wise and pressing 
moral necessity is made to environ our lives, which 
constrains us to the exercise of benevolence and 
unselfish exertion, before we can be allowed to enjoy 
in peace even our earthly goods. 

But more: not a whit less selfish and insincere 
have men shown themselves in sustaining the various 
Temperance organizations, than in their legislation. 
' Their interest here seldom outlives the tenure of their 
office or their expectations of office. It is an undeni- 

able fact that nothing so delights average manhood 
as to be clothed upon with power, however little, and 
wear the insignia of office. And most Temperance 
Orders have very wisely recognized this masculine 
weakness, and have contrived to invent a great num- 
ber of offices, with a vice-attachment to most of them, 
so that all can hold a place of honor; and by practic- 
ing the principle of “rotation in office,” men have 
been kept in these societies a long time, and gained 
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credit for being zealous Temperance friends. -But 
once let them lose their honors and be reduced to the 
ranks, and how few, how very few, preserve their en- 
thusiasm for the cause. 

That their heart is not in the reform, but rather in 
something else that ministers to self-interest or vanity, is 
clearly evident from the circumstance that they hardly 
ever take a Temperance paper; or if they do, it is to 
see how local proceedings, in which they figure, are 
reported, or else to help a poor woman get a sewing 
machine, offered as a prize by the enterprising pub- 
lisher. In our day, what men are interested in they 
naturally want to read about. They take political 
papers, religious papers, story papers, news papers, 
but rarely Temperance papers. In many of our large 
towns and villages you will not find one taken, or 
perhaps barely one, which is the joint property of a 
whole Lodge, and nobody reads that. I make these 
statements from personal knowledge, growing out of 
opportunities for extended observation. Why, with 
tens of thousands of professed Temperance men in our 
country, I doubt if ever there was a Temperance paper 
that was self-sustaining, that did not have to look to 
the Gerrit Smiths, the Peter Coopers, the Delevans 
and Remingtons, whose hearts were really in the re- 
form, for large donations to help them through the 
year. 

In closing this indictment against my sex, which I 
have made with the greatest reluctance, and only from. 
a sense of duty to truth and the cause, let me quote 
from two of the leading journals of the country in con- 
firmation of the general correctness of what I have 
said, reminding the reader that these are not the only 
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admissions; scores of other papers have made sub- 
stantially the same confession. The following extract 
is taken from a comprehensive article on ‘The Wo- 
man and Temperance Question,” which appeared in 
The Nation. The supreme importance of the liquor 
issue is conceded and the statement made that “ the 
pretended regulation of it by men has been a farce.” 
After referring to past agitation and effort, the writer 
Says: 

“Tt cannot be denied that the supervision of the 
liquor business has not thus far been a success. The 
reason is very simple. There has never been any se- 
rious attempt on the part of those classes in the country 
ue ought to govern it, to grapple with the question. 

% * Notwithstanding the patent fact that 
the danger is a great, if not an increasing one, men 
content themselves with framing statutes without the slight- 
est desire or expectation that they shall be enforced, and 
appointing officals whom everybody knows will not enforce 
them. 5 2 “2 It is only natural that the 
matter should be taken out of their hands by the other 
sex; but it is unquestionably humiliating. The real 
sufferers from intemperance are undoubtedly the wives, 
mothers, sisters and children of drunkards. They 
have been assured for nearly fifty years that intoxica- 
tion and the traffic in intoxicating liquors should be 
put an end to. Instead of these promises being kept, 
drunkenness has been on the increase throughout the 
country, and women who suffer from it have been as 
badly off as ever. There is nothing very strange, un- 
der these circumstances, that the women of Ohio and 
other Western States should, under the influence of 
strong religious and moral excitement, take the law 


168 WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 


into their own hands, and move en masse on the head- 
quarters of the traffic—the saloons themselves—and 
having received cogent proof that’the laws and con- 
stitutions were of little use, should resort to more 
primitive means of attack.” 
- The following is an extract from an article to the 
same effect, from the pen of Dr. J. G. Holland, in 
Scribner's. The Doctor is a warm friend of Temper- 
ance and of Woman’s recent movement in its behalf; 
but strange to say, would withhold from her a power, 
which, sustained by prayer, would destroy the liquor 
traffic in America in less than a decade. He says: 
“For years, and years, and weary, suffering years, 
multiplied into decades, have the women of America 
waited to see that traffic destroyed which annually 
sends sixty thousand of their sons, brothers, fathers 
and husbands into the drunkard’s gravee * * * 
For weary, despairing years, they have waited to see 
the reform that should protect them from further harm. 
They have listened to lectures, they have signed 
pledges, they have encouraged Temperance societies, 
they have asked for, and secured legislation, and all 
to no practical good end. The politicians have played 
them false ; the officers of the law are unfaithful; the gov- 
ernment revenue thrives on the thriftiness of their curse ; 
multitudes of the clergy are not only apathetic in their 
pulpits, but self-indulgent in their social habits; news- 
papers do not help, but rather hinder them ; and, losing 
all faith in men, what can they do? There is but one 
thing for them to do. There is but one direction in 
which they can look, and that is upward! The Wo- 
men’s Temperance movement, begun and carried on 
by prayer, is as natural in its birth and growth as the 
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oak that springs from the acorn. If God and the God- 
like element in Woman cannot help, there is no help. 
If the pulpit, the press, the politicians, the reformers, 
the law, cannot bring reform, who is left to do it but 
God and the women? We bow to this movement with 
reverence. We do not stop to question methods; we 
do not pause to query about permanent results. It 
becomes men to be either humbly helpful or dumb.” 

Now add to the triviality, the selfishness, the in- 
sincerity, and general want of moral principle which 
men have shown in the management of this cause, the 
circumstance that Woman, who is the principal 
Temperance element of the world, and the chief 
sufferer, with all her wealth of moral power, and her 
fitness to go ahead in such a work, or to be, at least, a 
co-worker, has been actually thrust aside and denied 
membership in the majority of Temperance societies, 
by those who were the most deeply in the meshes of 
the enemy, and we have a perfect explanation of their 
failure.* Taken together, what a comment on the 
ability of men to supervise moral efforts! It is no 
wonder they failed; but it is a wonder how they 
managed to keep up the pretence as long as they did. 


Every consideration of reason, justice and humanity 


* For more than a quarter of a century, the principal Temperance 
organization of the nation and the world—the Sons of Temperance— 
did not admit Woman to membership; and out of a dozen or more 
different societies now in existence, but two or three fellowship her, 
the Good Templar’s Order being the most prominent, and about the 
only one that is doing anything for the cause. The Sons now wel- 
come Woman to their Lodge; but the golden opportunity to make 
itself great and powerful was lost, when, a few years ago, the Grand 
Division in session, with laughter and hisses, turned a deaf ear to the 
proposition of some of its members to admit her to their order. The 
ridiculed parties, who believed in Woman’s moral and social influence, 
went to Ithica, N. Y., and organized the Independent Order of Good 
Templars, which has grown to great dimensions, extending itself over 
the whole civilized world. 
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demands that the responsibility now be transferred to 
Woman. Man has demonstrated his incompetency, 
and she must accept the duty; and common fairness 
requires that she shal] not be expected to carry on 
the work with any less power than he possessed. He 
has had the ballot, and made bad use of it; let her 
have it, and she will make good use of it. The good 
or evil is not in the ballot, but in the influence back 
of it. He has no right to assume that she does not 
need it. How does he know, who confessedly knows 
so little about the subject, what she may need? After 
all his failure and inability to understand the question, 
nothing would be more becoming now than to stand 
aside and not dictate in this business. Give her the 
same means, the same opportunities, the same powers 
that he had, and let her decide how much or how little 
of them she will employ. 

‘But is not Woman to rely on moral power to ac- 
complish her work?” asks the objector. Most as- 
suredly ; but she needs the ballot as the instrument of 
that power. The ballot is as powerful for good as for 
evil; as good a servant of the spirit as of the flesh. 
It may become one of the most omnipotent moral 
agents to advance civilization. What is understood 
by the use of moral power? Is it a silent volition 
of the mind, sending forth some unseen subtle force 
to operate in a mysterious way on human hearts, and 
move them to the right? No; it is the exercise of 
our moral nature through every available instru- 
mentality. It uses the tongue to make its appeals and 
prayers, the hands to alleviate suffering and lift up the 
fallen, the press to herald its principles and purposes, 
and the ballot to execute its will. 
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That this great Temperance awakening is of God, I 
firmly believe; and that Woman does right to put her 
strength in this Divine Helper, I further believe; but 
would it be wise for her to make no other exertion 
than to fall on her knees and pray God to overthrow 
intemperance? Whoever counsels this counsels folly. 
God works through means, guiding our hearts and 
blessing our sincere efforts when we put our trust in 
Him. If it be admissible for Woman to use any 
means whatever, she may use every means that is 
legitimate and right. The objection is, that she shows 
a lack of faith in God if she resorts to anything but 
prayer and song. . But how much wiser to show her 
faith by her works. She is certainly doing this every- 
where, and is commended for the act. Wherever the 
law is against the rum-seller she uses it, and is most 
successful in her crusade. .She pleads, with tears in 
her eyes, with Excise Commissioners to refuse to grant 
liquor licences, and often only to have her petition 
spurned. Would she not be recreant to duty, to God 
and humanity, if, having the power, she did not help 
to elect a Temperance Board of Commissioners? In 
hundreds of places she has been industriously engaged 
in getting up Temperance tickets for town and village 
officers, and on the day of the election, has been on 
the ground with tickets in hand, working early and 
late to have her candidates elected. Can anybody ex- 
plain what more impropriety or indelicacy or sin there 
would have been in the act, if she had stepped to the 
ballot-box herself and put one of the slips of paper in 
and gone home, than there was in standing around all 
day at the polls, button-holing male voters to put one 
in for her? 
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If Woman is henceforth to assume charge of the 
Temperance cause, nothing is more indispensable as 
an earthly means to her success than the ballot. All 
moral efforts become comparatively powerless when 
not sustained. by wise legislation and righteous ordi- 
nances. It is a preposterous delusion to suppose we 
can rid ourselves of the rum traffic without putting it 
under the ban of the law. Any Temperance reform, 
to be permanent, must culminate in legislative action ; 
but back of this, to give the law vitality and force, 
there must be a deep, all-controlling moral sentiment, 
born of the heart. With the methods which Woman 
will employ, this will be secured. By her prayers and 
her tears, by meetings and conventions, by means and 
appliances which her own clearer intuitions will de- 
vise, she will succeed in awakening society to such a 
pitch of moral enthusiasm and determination, that the 
evil monster, which is now so odious and insolent, will 
slink away before the majesty of the law, like owls 
and bats before the rising sun. She will not pray less, 
but more effectually. Her present influence will be 
augmented ten, aye, an hundred-fold. From the hour 
she takes in her hand this mighty scepter of power— 
the ballot—the rum traffic is doomed. Her decree 
will be EXTERMINATION. I know not how she will do 
it, but Iam certain she will find a way to compass its 
destruction. State and national legislation will be 
called into requisition to aid her. But whether she 
will prohibit the importation of intoxicating liquors, 
and require that government assume the sole right to 
manufacture distilled spirits for medicinal and me- 
chanical purposes, 1 will not say. If it be found neces- 
sary to adopt such measures, be sure she will do it. 
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But one thing, I may safely say, she will do: she 
will outlaw the dram-shop, and never relax her efforts 
till the last one is banished from the land. Other 
provisions will be instituted to wean men from their 
cups, to cure their diseased appetites, and lift them up 
to higher planes of feeling and thought. Intemper- 
_ ance cannot be wholly legislated out of existence; but 
as a first step to a complete and radical cure of the 
evil, these breathing-holes of hell that pollute the very 
air of heaven must be: closed. Till this is done, no 
progress can be made in reforming inebriates. 

The majority of medical men pronounce inebriety to 
be a disease, and after reaching a certain stage the 
subjects of it are powerless of themselves to resist the 
appetite for strong drink. With this fact before us, 
what folly is there in all that is said about getting 
people back to a moderate use of milder drinks, 
There are nearly a million confirmed drunkards in 
America, wretched victims of an insatiable thirst for 
strong drink; and there are two or three million 
moderate tipplers behind them, with hereditary ten- 
dencies in the same direction, preparing to swell their 
ranks. And all these are transmitting to posterity 
this fiery stream of hell, to break out with ten-fold 
greater virulence in our children and our children’s 
children. The only hope of cure and reformation 
with this class is in enforced abstinence, placing the 
temptation beyond their reach.* It will be easier, and 
much more righteous, to close up a quarter of a mil- 
lion dram-shops, than to confine and guard a million 
men to keep them from drinking. 


* The Superintendent of the New York State Inebriate Asylum, lo- 
cated at Binghampton, in his official report, admits the futility of 
attempting to cure inebriety while the patients are daily exposed to 
temptation from open dram-shops on every side. 
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I am in favorof the greatest possible freedom for 
the individual, consistent with the safety of all; but 
when we have among us thousands afflicted with an 
infirmity which is over-mastering, and is likely any 
moment to turn them into dangerous madmen, it is sim- 
ply infamous in men to open places to allure them in 
to their destruction, and infamous in society to allow 
it. We have reached a crisis in this thing, and no 
rose-water remedy will answer. Extraordinary evils 
require extraordinary measures to eradicate them. As 
in our late war it became a military necessity to do 
what under ordinary circumstances would have been 
questionable, so now a pressing moral necessity de- 
mands that the dram-shop be closed by the strong arm 
of the law. 

And again permit me to say that, for Woman to do 
this work efficiently and permanently, she must be in 
a position where she can assist in framing all neces- 
sary laws, and require their enforcement. Material 
support, both of money and physical force, she will 
need, and men wanting her suffrages, and realizing 
that their tenure of office and personal interest depend 
on their faithfulness to the cause, will supply both 
with alacrity. 

Let it not be said: that it is enough for Woman to 
arouse the slumbering conscience of the people by her 
prayers and supplications, and leave the making of 
laws and their administration to men. Men have for- 
feited their claim to confidence in this matter. What 
assurance can they give that they will be more faith- 
ful in the future than in the past? Has their nature 
undergone any change? Will not the same selfish 
considerations pull at their heart strings, and after a 
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little cause them to be just as indifferent and derelict 
as ever? Believe them not, good women. It is not 
fair, and it is not safe, when your hard labor has cul- 
minated to the point of success, when all your noble 
efforts are about to be crowned with victory, that the 
work should be taken out of your hands and entrusted 
to the keeping of those who have hitherto been so 
recreant and false to this cause. Nota rum-seller in 
the world but will counsel you to leave law-making to 
men. They know how to fix them; but you they 
know not how to approach. Your tireless vigilance 
is needed here more than in any other place. I be- 
seech you not to letit go out of your hands. Men 
may protest and promise, but they are. men; and if 
you heed their words now your disappointment. will 
be great, and your sufferings multiplied. O, trust 
them not. 


WoMAN AS PEACE REFORMER. 


Another monstrous hindrance to our Christian civil- 
ization, second only to the curse of intemperance, 
which awaits the voice of Woman to be heard in 
public affairs before it can be got rid of, is war. 

It does not enter into my design to discuss the 
usual topics embraced in the cause of Peace.* My 
sole purpose is to briefly show that the admission of 
Woman to equal rights and powers in the government 
of the world, would insure the abolishment of physical 
force as a means of settling international disputes, and 
the substitution of some kind of peaceful tribunal in 


* For a full knowledge of the facts, principles, arguments and ex- 
planations, touching this question, the reader is referred to the many 
very able publications of the American Peace Society, having its 
headquarters in Boston. 
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its stead. Much of the evidence in support of this be- 
lief we have already considered in our general view, 
yet there are some special facts and reasons bearing on 
the subject, which may be necessary to clear the con- 
clusion of all doubt. 

War is an outgrowth of the animalism of the race, 
a purely masculine institution, and will stand as long 
as the masculine mind alone governs and rules the 
world. It is not of the character of a misfortune, as 
we view pestilence and famine, which the world would 
be rid of if it could, but something which, like strong 
drink, furnishes a stimulant to the coarser, animal na- 
ture of man, and is preserved, from choice, for the 
excitement and gratification it produces. It is specially 
congenial to the material life, but repugnant to the 
spiritual; and hence finds no exponent in Woman. 
The race of Amazons is a myth. Woman abhors war, 
and only goes near it to mitigate its horrors. She is 
the peaceful, non-military spirit of the world. She re- 
presents the Christ, not the Moses; is a Princess of 
Peace, not a goddess of war. No element will flow 
from her bosom into the life of the Republic to nourish 
the spirit of war, but everything to foster the principles 
of Peace. 

The difference between the masculine and feminine 
disposition in this respect, is noticeable even in child- 
hood. Destructiveness and cruelty are natural to boys, 
but not to girls. While the latter have their dolls, 
toys, tea-parties, and other innocent amusements, boys 
of the same age divert themselves by killing toads and 
snakes and birds, and pulling the wings and legs off 
of flies, and impaling them to the wall with pins— 
acts of cruelty which always call forth a protest from 
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girls. And when those boys reach manhood (?) they 
shoulder a shot-gun or fish-pole, and “go out,” as 
they say, “ for a day’s sport” —not to procure food, but 
simply to catch fish and kill birds and squirrels for the 
pleasure of it! It seems bad enough to take life from 
necessity; but what inbred cruelty and love of 
slaughter that is, which finds happiness in wantonly 
killing harmless, beautiful birds and squirrels! No 
wonder war desolates the earth when such natures rule 
supreme. 

A case illustrative of the unprovoked cruelty of 
man’s disposition, came under my observation a few 
years since. I make no mention of cruelty prompted 
by anger or selfish considerations; I- refer to that 
which seems spontaneous. Sitting in a friend’s house 
in Dearfield, Michigan, my attention was drawn, by 
the noise they made, to a squad of men employed in 
repairing the railroad. They were all in pursuit of a 
wild rabbit, which succeeded in escaping from them 
into a pile of timber. But they were not to be cheated 
out of their purpose so easily. They pulled down the 
great pile of lumber, and caught the little animal and 
killed it, and then sent up a brutal shout of laughter 
over their achievement. 

Now what motive prompted them to this act of 
cruelty? They had not been, and were not likely to 
be, injured by the rabbit. They did not want it to eat, 
for they cast it away when they had deprived it of 
life. There was no “prejudice of color” or race to 
stimulate bad feelings. It was in no mischief. It 
could not eat their tools, nor the nails and rails be- 
longing to the Michigan Southern Railroad. Then 
why did they kill so harmless a little creature? There 

gi 
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is but one answer: natural love of violence and destruc- 
tion. The sight of an object that they were at liberty 
to kill, excited their ruling animal propensities, as a 
mouse does a cat’s, and they gave vent to the impulse 
from motives of personal pleasure. True, this was 
not an average class of men. A better class might 
have spared the life of this innocent thing; at least, 
they would not have gone so far out of their way to 
destroy it. But does not average manhood indulge in 
hunting, fishing and pigeon-shooting for pastime? 
‘But the point I wish to make here is, the natural dif- 
ference between the masculine and feminine character 
in their disposition to cruelty and violence and war. 
To determine this correctly, men and women must be 
compared on the same social level. Then think you 
the wives and daughters of those laborers, had they 
caught the rabbit, would have killed it so wantonly ? 
Far from it. They would have been much more like- 
ly to have taken it in their arms and caressed it, and 
called it all sorts of endearing, pet names. And that is 
the Woman of it, and the other is the man of it. 

And it is just this destructive, ferocious propensity, 
predominating in the masculine nature, which makes 
and perpetuates war. Through all time there has been 
no check upon it. The being who represents the op- 
posite spirit has been absent from the council chambers 
of the world. Can any proposition be more reason- 
able and philosophical, than that her admission would 
tend to restrain and counteract this warlike spirit, and 
finally banish it altogether? 

I know I shall be reminded of the circumstance, 
that the women of the South, in the days of the Re- 
bellion, were more hostile in feeling, more zealous and 
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determined Secessionists than the men; that if they 
did not take up arms themselves, they inspired and 
fired the hearts of men to resist the North to the last 
extremity. 

This is true; and, under the peculiar circumstances 
of the situation, it tends to confirm rather than refute 
what has heretofore been said respecting the special 
characteristics of the feminine nature. Educated un- 
der the dominant influence of the masculine mind to 
think war is necessary, though her soul recoils at the 
horribleness of the whole thing, when it breaks out 
and becomes inevitable, instead of betraying a child- 
like weakness, Woman summons the latent energies of 
her being and exhibits a degree of moral heroism and 
self-sacrifice that far surpasses man’s highest effort. 
In such a crisis, if her conscience is enlisted, (and she 
can do nothing unless it is,) the intensity of her earn- 
estness, and utter abnegation of self, are sublime and 
marvelous. Here she reveals the glory and supreme 
excellence of Womanhood, as compared with manhood. 

Now the reason why the women of the South ex- 
celled the men in support of Secession, was simply 
because they had more conscience, more moral convic- 
tion, more sincere faith and feeling to put into a bad 
cause, which they believed was a good one. They 
would have averted the calamity if they could. We 
hear nothing of their counseling secession, of urging 
men on to rebel; that cup they would have spared 
themselves and those they loved more than self, if it 
were possible. Noisy, boasting, self-confident men, 
precipitated the conflict; but when it came with its 
invading hosts from the North, sweeping over their 
sunny fields, then did the enthusiasm of the women 
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to resist the foe mount to the skies. Yet our own 
mothers of the Revolution were not more conscien- 
tious in supporting their husbands, sons and brothers, 
than were these misguided women of the South. 
They believed they were right and the North wrong ; 
and so believing, it would have been an eternal re- 
proach to Womanhood to have remained indifferent. 

The mass of women in the South, and of men too, 
for that matter, were sincere in believing that slavery 
was right. They had been instructed by their reli- 
gious and political teachers from childhood that it was 
a divine institution; that the negro was incapable of 
self-government and had been placed by God’s provi- 
dence under their keeping ; and that to free him would 
be no act of kindness, but rather of cruelty and neg- 
lect. It is hard for us of the North to put ourselves 
in their place and make the allowance that is properly 
their due. Consider that the light we have enjoyed 
from press and pulpit and rostrum had been studiously 
excluded from the South. Everything was calculated to © 
impress the mind in favor of slavery. Taught in thenurs- 
ery, in the school, in the family, in the church, that the 
institution was right and sacred, the thought of calling 
it in question seemed almost sacrilegious. Under such 
circumstances it was natural for the women to feel that 
the armies of the North were invading vandals, de- 
vastating their fair land, and seeking to overthrow 
their divinely appointed social system. The sense of 
wrong and outrage enkindled a moral and religious 
fervor, equaled only by that which women show in 
the good cause of Temperance, and in every other in- 
terest of the heart, and made them by far the most 
zealous defenders of their altars and their homes. 
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Censure, if you will, the teachers of the South, for it 
can hardly seem possible that they were without light ; 
but blame not the women; their patriotism. was sin- 
cere and beautiful, and their self-sacrificing devotion, 
though misdirected, honors and vindicates all Wo- 
manhood. They had no hand in the cruelties of 
Andersonville and Libby Prison; that responsibility 
belongs to men. 

Now it is just this religious fervor and consecration 
which Woman exhibited in the South, and which she 
is now manifesting in the cause of Temperance, that 
will redeem the world. It far transcends man’s high- 
est, best endeavor. It is infused with conscience and 
the spirit of love; and though, like the noblest efforts 
of man, it may sometimes be misplaced, it is the best, 
and indispensable to any great achievement. We may 
be sure that in the future, with the press and the pulpit 
to enlighten her mind on the great moral issues and 
reforms which are pressing for solution, Woman will 
be found on the right side. She will be opposed to 
intemperance, war, oppression, injustice, prostitution, 
gambling, cruelty, and other great evils and wrongs 
which burden our civilization. 

On no question would Woman be more pronounced 
in her earnest devotion than the one we are consider- 
ing. If we have seen ought of her true character, it 
must be evident. that, placed where her voice could 
decide between peace or war, and all the powers of her 
soul would unite in demanding peace. She who ac- 
cepts war with so much moral heroism when forced 
upon her, nevertheless abhors it beyond measure, and 
would never be guilty of forcing it upon those she 
loves. Think you she would counsel war for the 
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slaughter of sons whom she had borne and nursed 
and brought up in affection? counsel danger and 
death to others and exemption to herself? Such it 
would be if she voted for war; for it is impossible for 
her to participate in the danger. Her very constitution 
of body and mind forbids the personal employment 
of physical force. That she is out of her element 
when she attempts its use, is seen by her insane con- 
duct whenever circumstances, as in the late Communist 
revolution in Paris, have drawn her into the bloody 
strife. The reverse action of her powers knows no 
bounds. Her mad desire for revenge and death ex- 
ceeds man’s, as we have seen it does in everything 
else good or bad that excites the affections. But all 
such cases of female ferocity as we saw in Paris are 
unnatural and spasmodic. They are never the result 
of deliberation and forethought. They are instances 
of frenzy and temporary insanity ; and let us be thank- 
ful history furnishes but few of them. 

But not so with man: war with him is natural. He 
has made it a profession through the ages. He pre- 
pares for it, provokes it, and glories in it; and it is 
this natural love of it that prolongs the ancient bar- 
barism. Nothing would be easier than to get rid of 
war, if we could get rid of man’s love of it. And the 
way to effect this, is to place by his side one who 
would ever act as a restraint upon his war-like passions, 
and inspire him to nobler impulses; one whose calm 
deliberative counsels would always be for Peace. 

‘But can she not do that as well at the fireside ?” 
asks the opposer. No, not effectually. ‘Till she is 
called to take part in public matters she will feel little 
interest in them, and know less. This is always true 
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of a disfranchised class. Under such circumstances 
men would place little confidence in her advice, how- 
ever good it might be. They would set it aside with 
the self-important remark that “women are chicken- 
hearted in such things; they can’t understand the 
necessities of great State affairs.” And so they would 
tear themselves away and plunge headlong into war. 
Men don’t like advice from subject natures, and to 
heed it they feel is a confession of weakness and in- 
feriority in themselves. Woinan can never have that 
influence over man in these things that she should, 
while held in her present condition of civil and politi- 
cal subordination. I am aware that her influence is 
powerful now; not by virtue of her subjection, but in 
spite of it, by virtue of her moral and spiritual capaci- 
ties; but put her upon a footing of equality with man, 
with equal voice and responsibility in public affairs, 
and her power for good would be increased ten-fold. 

Her influence in the matter we are considering would 
be omnipotent. There is no possible excuse for 
perpetuating this relic of barbarism longer. Nations can 
as easily find ways to settle their disputes without re- 
sort to brute force as individuals and corporations. 
Be sure, Woman would point out a way. One of the 
very first movements she would make when enfran- 
chised, would be to urge the institution of an 
International Congress, or High Court of Arbitration, 
as a tribunal before which all international disputes, 
when not adjustable by the parties at variance, should 
be brought for settlement. And what is more, and I 
say it to their credit, the majority of men, inspired by 
Woman’s presence and influence, would join her in such 
an undertaking ; for though they love the excitement 
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of war, they are intellectually convicted. of its 
wastefulness and sinfulness, and are fast es 
ashamed of it. 

But it may be said that if we enfranchige “Woman, 
the United States alone could not effect such an ar- 
rangement. Of course not; it needs the co-operation 
of other nations. But shall we do nothing toward an 
object till we can do it all? Our demand, however, 
is for Woman Suffrage everywhere. But the Ameri- 
can Republic, first as it generally is in the march of 
progress, should have the glory of leading in the 
enfranchisement of Woman, and in urging the establish- 
ment of an International Peace Tribunal. Other 
nations will soon follow in both; and when four or 
five of the foremost nations join in such a movement, 
the others will be obliged to follow, and then war will 
have come to an end forever. 

Such will be the achievement of Woman when she 
may help direct the world’s great affairs. The blessed 
boon of Peace is for her to confer upon mankind. 
But, as in the cause of Temperance, she needs political 
powers here even more; for it is a question to be 
settled almost entirely by Legislative action, by Con- 
gresses, Cabinets and Parliaments. Men will be slow 
to move in this matter. They are now beginning to 
agitate the subject as they did Temperance fifty years 
ago, and they will be likely to re-enact a similar farce. 
Left to them alone, and they will promise and trifle 
and betray and do everything but get rid of the sin 
they love. Let us learn wisdom by the past, and put 
this great moral undertaking in the hands of those 
to whom it properly belongs, and a few years will 
witness its triumph. 
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The sword has had its day; it may have had a 
mission to perform in the outgoing age of animal as- 
cendancy, but the incoming age of moral supremacy 
will banish it forever. Woman could make no use of 
it herself, and she would constrain man to learn war 
“no more. Place her by his side in the great councils 
of State, and we shall see the dawn of universal Peace ; 
the beginning of the conversion of swords into’ plow- 
shares, spears into pruning-hooks, and all the 
implements of war into the implements of husbandry. 

Peace was the birth-song of the New Dispensation, 
sung by angels over the humble cradle of the Messiah ; 
and its realization will come with the triumph of 
Christianity, and both will come with the emancipation 
and enfranchisement of Woman. 


WoMAN AS PRISON REFORMER. 


There is no institution of our boasted civilization, 
which is so much at variance with the plain require- 
ments and principles of Christianity, and which 
appeals so loudly to our humanity for reformation, as 
our system of criminal jurisprudence; and I may in- 
clude treatment of all classes of unfortunates. Not 
only is the system itself wrong, as we have heretofore 
shown, but it is in the hands of the wrong party. To 
secure such a change as Christian love, and the best 
interests of society and those who are subjects of its 
care demand, it must be transferred to the charge of 
Woman. 

It is unnecessary here to review what has been said 
touching the question of Prison discipline under the 
rigid enforcement of retributive Law; the reader will 
eall its essential points to mind. The idea I wish 
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to impress now is, the necessity of placing our — 
Penitentiaries, Asylums, Pauper-houses and Reforma- 
tories of every kind, under the absolute supervision of 
Woman; and if the principles already laid down 
are understood, little more is required to show the wis- 
dom and propriety of such a change. Man’s failure in 
the management of these various commissions, where 
moral influences are more imperatively demanded than 
in almost any other place, is even more signal than his 
failure in the cause of Temperance; and all from the 
same general cause—lack of moral principle and 
power. When, O, when will he realize his natural de- 
ficiency in these things, and learn to keep “hands 
off,” and let that being whom God has especially en- 
dowed for such work have charge of them? Must he 
wait in every case till the evil which he seeks to 
remedy becomes so intolerable that it reacts in anarchy 
and revolution? or till the natural moral guardians of 
society, impatient at the mismanagement and delay, 
take possession of the work by storm, as they have 
already done in one case? 

If it were only possible to obtain a clear and well- 
defined view of the proper public functions of each 
sex, and carry it out in a systematic division of labor, 
perfect success in all departments would be assured. 
And when we shall reach such an understanding, I 
believe its general arrangement will come under the 
two heads I have suggested, viz: Material Depart- 
ment, masculine; Moral Department, feminine. Not 
that these spheres would be entirely separate, for the 
two sexes need to labor together; but in the one, man 
would assume leadership, in the other, Woman, each 
furnishing something to help perfect the other’s work. 
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: Now in the special office of Prison Reformer, man 

is as manifestly disqualified to superintend, as Woman 
is pre-eminently fitted for that place.. Christianity and 
experience teach us that love and kindness, and sus- 
tained patience, are indispensable requisites in the 
treatment of the erring, the criminal, and the insane. 
That man is sadly deficient in these moral elements is 
seen by the way he has conducted the institutions pro- 
vided for these classes. The public are too familiar 
with the disclosures of cruelty and inhumanity that 
are almost daily being made of our prisons and asy- 
lums, to require any proof at my hands to convince 
them that they are all cheerless, loveless, Christless 
institutions. And we have no reason to expect any- 
thing else of them. Beings inspired by self-interest, 
who love war better than peace, and kill birds and 
squirrels and rabbits for pastime, will not be likely, in 
their best moods, to lavish much kindness and sym- 
pathy on the friendless and helpless placed under their 
care; and God pity the poor creatures when they are 
so unfortunate as to encounter their ill-will, as their 
moral defects are very likely to lead them to. 

I might make up a book much larger than the one 
the reader holds in his hands, of well-authenticated 
reports of cruelties practiced on the defenceless confined 
in our Penitentiaries, Asylums and Pauper-houses, 
like the one I have clipped from the New York Tribune, 
and insert here as a specimen of masculine Prison dis- 
cipline: 

“The Newark Daily Advertiser publishes revelations 
relative to the treatment of prisoners in the State 
Prison of New Jersey, discovered by Governor Ward, 
during his recent visit to that institution, Tue 
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Governor found six prisoners of both sexes under 
punishment for breaking the rules. They were con- 
fined in dungeons night and day, with their wrists bound 
together and fastened close to the floor, thus‘compelling a 
painful position of the body. Some had been under 
this discipline for six days, and the officers confessed 
that in a former instance this horrible punishment had 
been continued for over two weeks. The offenses which 
brought this terrible retribution were indecent con- 
versation, swearing, and attempt to escape. The 
Governor ordered the immediate release of the prison- 
ers from their torture, and gave strict orders that 
nothing of the kind should occur again during his 
Gubernatorial administration, requiring the new keeper, 
before his appointment, to sign a paper solemnly prom- 
ising to prevent all such inhuman treatment of 
prisoners. It is understood that similar cruelties have 
been perpetrated in the Jersey State Prison for years.” 

But with the utmost vigilance on the part of humane 
Governors, and Commissioners appointed to occasion- 
ally visit these institutions, it is impossible to entirely 
prevent overseers and keepers from abusing and tor- 
turing those who incur their displeasure, as experience 
every day proves. A cruel disposition will find a 
hundred ways to vent its venom. 

But if it could be effectually restrained, it is not all 
that the case demands. It is not enough that we sim- 
ply abstain from ill-treating these unfortunates. It is 
required that we make special efforts to secure their 
reformation and cure. Our present system aggravates 
and increases the evil; we want a system that will 
remedy and lessen it; and such an one is provided 
for in the principle of ethical Christianity. 


WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 189 


But Woman must organize and carry it out. She 
is qualified in heart and spirit to do the work, and as 
soon as placed in a legal position to assume the charge, 
she will do so. She will inaugurate the Christian 
policy of love and kindness, in place of the old system 
of pains and penalties. Retributive punishment will 
have no place among the new methods of reforma- 
tion. The vicious need not punishment; depend upon 
-it, that only makes them more vicious. They need 
education, industrial training, kindly restraint and 
better surroundings. 

And let us be thankful that this truth is slowly 
dawning upon mankind. We are beginning to realize 
that moral evils must be cured by moral remedies. 
Our faith is being shaken in the efficacy of tortures, 
gallowses and stone walls, as incentives to virtuous 
action. And that which is to supersede these ancient 
instrumentalities is the moral power, long held in re- 
serve, lodged in Woman’s spirit. Let us open the 
way for her to put this mighty power to the most 
beneficent use under the sun. Give her special 
charge of all the great moral reforms, place the institu- 
tions for the insane and erring under her sole direction ; 
and let her walk among the criminal and the vicious, 
that we now herd like wild beasts within prison walls, 
and pour the sunlight of her love into their darkened 
spirits, and she will soon prove to the world that she 
has found her proper sphere. 

Critics there will be in abundance, who will point 
to individual instances of female cruelty, to refute this 
claim. Such eases exist undeniably; but they are 
exceptional; they by no means represent average 
Womanhood. When such interests as we speak of 
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fall to the care of women, they will be directed and 
managed by the wisest and best of their sex, as the 
Christian and Sanitary Commissions were in the late 
war, and as the Woman’s Missionary Society and the 
Temperance cause are now. Beit understood that with 
them it will be a work of love, whereas with men it is 
an irksome duty, performed from motives of self-protec- 
tion. Their mind and affections are enlisted in other 
directions, and if disposed to, they could not give such 
missions the time and attention they demand. With 
women they would become objects of the first consid- 
eration. The whole heart would be engaged, and 
every part of the work would be scrupulously attended 
to. No one would beallowed to have charge of these 
reformatories or any part of them, who was not 
thoroughly qualified by a knowledge of the duties to 
be performed, and a genuine Christian spirit to ac- 
company it. 

I know that men honestly doubt Woman’s capacity 
to assume such a great responsibility and charge as 
this. To say nothing of their constitutional distrust 
of Christian ethics reduced to practice, they fear that 
her authority would not be respected by hardened, 
vicious men; that she would not be safe among such 
creatures without a police guard to protect her from 
insult and outrage. 

With due respect for this sincere and becoming 
solicitude for Woman’s welfare and safety, I, neverthe- 
less, believe such fears to be perfectly groundless 
The power of the spirit to subdue and tame and 
shame an obdurate animal disposition, is marvelous, 
and when put forth by Woman, it is almost miraculous. 
I believe a Woman, inspired with a loving desire to do 
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them good, might walk among the inmates of Sing 
Sing Prison without any other guard than the men 
there confined, and not a hair of her head would be 
injured ; and she would secure at the same time more 
implicit obedience and better conduct than a hundred 
masculine overseers armed to the teeth to enforce 
authority. The vilest men in the world are awed into 
submission and respect by a true-hearted Woman, 
doing her Master’s work of love and mercy. 

When Florence Nightingale, propused to go to the 
Crimean war to bind up the wounds that men would 
make, the wise men of Britain could hardly be per- 
suaded to listen with patience to what seemed to them 
a rash and irrational scheme. They said to this lady 
of rank and refinement, ‘‘ Miss Nightingale, you know 
not what you ask. British soldiers are hard men, full 
of ungovernable passions, and nothing but the most 
rigid discipline will restrain and control them. We 
dare not trust you among such men, even in the 
hospital.” 

How exceedingly foolish such a proposition looked 
in the eyes of these men. Yet they could not but ad- 
mire the amiable spirit that prompted it. They would 
be glad to see such a disposition in a wife or sister ; 
and they could understand how it might be carried 
out in Utopia; but how presumptuous the idea of taking 
it to the battle field, among brutal, savage warriors. 
But Miss Nightingale did not stop to reason with 
them ; it would have done no good if she had. Noth- 
ing but an experiment would convince beings that 
must see with their eyes and handle with their hands 
before they can believe; and who are, moreover, un- 
willing to experiment. Yet her answer set aside the 


192 WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 


masculine wisdom of ages. She said, ‘Gentlemen, I 
may not see the subject in just the hght you do; but 
one thing I know: my Master has called me to this 
work, and what he has made right for me to do, he has 
made safe for me to do.” What wisdom! what faith 
in the right was that! It came from the intuition of 
Woman’s spirit, and it was wiser than the heads of all 
the men in England. 

Miss Nightingale went to the battle fields of the 
Crimea with her noble band of sisters. Was she in- 
jured or insulted? O,no; hergentle spirit and loving 
kindness won every heart. The higher nature was 
aroused, and brute passions put to shame and silence 
in her presence. Coarse, hard men as they were, sweet 
influences stole into their spirits, and for the first time, 
perhaps, in their lives, they found themselves uttering 
thanksgiving and prayer; and the name of Florence 
Nightingale was borne up to the great White Throne 
by hearts and lips that before had profaned the name 
of Christand Woman. James Parton, in the biography 
of ‘““Kminent Women of the Age,” recounting Miss 
Nightingale’s labors in the Crimean war, tells us that 
one soldier, writing of her influence in the hospital, 
said: “She would speak to one and another, and nod 
and smile to as many more; but she could'nt do it to 
all, you know; we lay there by hundreds; but we 
could kiss her shadow as it fell, and lay down our 
heads on the pillow again content.” Another soldier 
said: ‘Before she came, there was such cussin’ and 
swearin’, and after that it was as holy as a church.” 
How magical, how divine is the influence of Woman 
in her work af love. 

Lord Shaftesbury relates the incident that while 
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passing through one of the worst parts of London, he 
dropped into a kind of reformatory, where were col- 
lected together thirty or forty of the vilest, most 
criminal looking men he ever saw; and in their midst 
was a beautiful girl of eighteen or twenty years, the 
daughter of a small shop-keeper in the neighborhood, 
engaged in teaching and admonishing them, having 
them as completely and passively under her control 
as a schoolmistress would so many children. She 
walked to and fro among them like an angel of light. 
But his Lordship was uneasy for her safety. He went 
to the Superintendent of the ward and asked him if 
he was not afraid to leave such a beautiful, innocent 
girl among such a class of men? He replied, ‘I am.” 
“Then, in God’s name, why don’t you take her away ?” 
“OQ,” said the Superintendent, “I am not afraid that 
she will be injured. What I am afraid of, is, that 
some man may drop in there and, mistaking the 
character of the girl, offer her an insult. If one 
should,” said he, “he would never get out alive. 
Those men would lick the very ground that girl walks 
on. They almost worship her as some celestial being 
sent among them.” 

Such is a true Woman’s influence, even over the 
worst of men, while doing what God has ordained she 
should do—redeeming the world through the power 
of her love. We may dismiss all fear of her suffering 
injury in going wherever the spirit of love and duty 
leads her. 

The testimony of Mrs. Mary Livermore on this point, 
is pertinent. Speaking of the Temperance crusade in 
the Western States, and of the influence of women 
over the profligate and hardened, she says: 
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““T saw the first women of society going out from 
elegant homes in companies of fifty, eighty, and one 
hundred and forty, into saloons, and quietly and gen- 
tly use whatever influence they could exert towards 
reclaiming the profligates whom they found there. 
At these times there would be a surging in of all the 
roughs in the neighborhood. I have read reports 
in the papers of disgraceful scenes that occurred 
during these meetings. I never saw any, though 
I have attended as many Temperance meetings 
in the West as probably any other woman. I think 
these rowdy scenes must be exceptional, for in every 
instance I witnessed, a quiet, a spell immediately fell 
over the rough, unwashed creatures when we would 
enter. And when the women would begin to sing 
their Temperance songs—where they have found the 
wonderful tunes and beautiful words which they sing 
in these saloon meetings, is a marvel to me—these 
rough, profane, unwashed fellows could not refrain 
from weeping. Again and again men, whose faces 
were bloated and whose eyes were bleared, would in- 
stinctively lift their hats when the women would . 
approach, and it seemed impossible for them to keep 
their hats on when we were near them.” 

Not only do the depraved and criminal yield to 
Woman’s spiritual influence, but the mind deranged 
and wandering from its orbit, feels its magic power, and 
returns to reason. The success attending the labors 
of Mrs. Fry, in England, and Miss Dix, in our country, 
should furnish ample proof to the guardians of society, 
of the peculiar fitness of Woman to assume charge of 
all classes of unfortunates, whether they be among the 
criminal, the erring, or the insane. 
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Permit me to quote from Lydia Maria Child's ‘‘ Let- 
ters from New York,” respecting the labors of our 
country-woman, Miss Dix, among these classes, espe- 
cially the insane. She says: 

“Dorothea -L. Dix, our American Mrs. Fry, the 
God-appointed missionary to Prisons and Alms-houses, 
testifies that experience had more than confirmed her 
faith in the power of kindness over the insane and 
vicious. Among the hundreds of crazy people, with 
whom her sacred mission has brought her into com- 
panionship, she has not found one individual, however 
fierce and turbulent, that could not be calmed by 
Scripture and prayer, uttered in low, gentle tones. The 
power of the religious sentiment over these shat- 
tered souls seems perfectly miraculous. The worship 
of a loving, quiet heart, affects them like a voice 
from heaven. ‘Tearing and rending, yelling and 
stamping, singing and groaning, gradually subside 
into silence, and they fall upon their knees, or gaze 
upward with clasped hands, as if they saw, through 
the open darkness, a gleam from their Father’s throne 
of Love. 

““On one occasion, this missionary of mercy was 
earnestly cautioned not to approach a raving maniac. 
He yelled frightfully, day and night, rent his gar- 
ments, plucked out his hair, and was so violent that it 
was supposed he would murder any one who ventured 
within his reach. Miss Dix seated herself at a little 
distance, and, without appearing to notice him, began 
to read, with serene countenance and gentle voice, 
certain passages of Scripture, filled with the spirit of 
tenderness. His shouts gradually subsided, until at 
last he became perfectly still. When she paused, he 
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said meekly, ‘Read me some more; it does me good.’ 
And when, after a prolonged season of worship, she 
said, ‘I must go away now,’ he eagerly replied, ‘No, 
you cannot go. God sent you to me, and you must 
not go.’ By kind words, and a promise to come again, 
she finally obtained permission to depart. ‘Give me 
your hand,’ said he. She gave it with a smile of 
confidence. The wild expression of his haggard 
countenance softened to tearfulness as he said, ‘ You 
treat me right. God sent you.’ 

“On another occasion, she had been leading some 
twenty or thirty maniacs in worship, and seeing them 
all quiet as lambs gathered into the Shepherd’s fold, 
she prepared to go forth to other duties. In leaving 
the room, she passed an insane young man, with 
whom she had had several interviews. He stood with 
hands clasped, and a countenance of deepest reverence. 
With a friendly smile, she said, ‘Henry, are you well 
to-day?’ ‘Hush! hush!’ replied he, sinking his 
voice to a whisper, and. gazing earnestly on the space 
around her, ‘hush! there are angels with you! They 
have given you their voice!’” 

How true is the concluding observation which Mrs. 
Child makes on the above: “ But let not the formal- 
ist,” she says, ‘ suppose that he can work such miracles 
as these in the professed name of Jesus. Vain is the 
Scripture or the prayer, repeated by rote. They must 
be the meek utterances of a heart overflowing with 
love; for to such only do the angels ‘lend their 
voice.’ ” 

Let this suffice. In our hasty consideration of the 
three great questions of Temperance, Peace and Prison 
Reform, which I have singled out to illustrate our 
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subject, I have endeavored to establish the proposition 
that the moral affairs of the world, in which are 
included in great part the educational, sanitary, social, 
and other philanthropic efforts, have a special relation 
and interest to Woman; and in anything like a natural 
distribution of public functions between the two sexes, 
these would devolve properly, and from choice, upon 
the feminine to supervise. 

Of the correctness of the first part of this proposi- 
tion, that Woman can best manage the moral interests 
of society, few, perhaps, will be found to dissent; but 
respecting the claim for the possession of political 
power as essential to the prosecution of her work, I 
am aware there are many who will still object; and 
this they would do if the truth appeared as clear as 
the mid-day sun in a cloudless sky. Such persons I 
shall make no further effort to convince. “A man 
convinced against his will”—everybody knows the 
rest of the rhyme. 

But to the unprejudiced masculine reader, let me 
say a few words more on this point before closing the 
chapter. Reflect a moment upon the great questions 
we have just dismissed, and other interests and re- 
forms of a similar character; and yet more, of the 
desirableness and ultimate necessity of reconstructing 
the governments and institutions of society generally, 
upon a moral and Christian basis, and then ask your- 
self if it can be done peacefully without the ballot and 
legislation? Impossible, of course. How, then, is 
Woman to accomplish all this work, if she is powerless 
in herself to effect a single change? How secure 
Temperance laws and their enforcement? how banish 
tbe sword as the arbiter of international disputes? how 
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reform our Prison system? how repeal bad laws and 
pass good ones? Must she ever be a humble petitioner 
to man to do these things for her? Must she besiege 
Congresses and Cabinets and Courts with prayers 
and tears and songs, as she does rum-shops, to induce 
them to rid the land of evil. 

But, dear reader, suppose men will not heed her pe- 
titions and prayers, what then? Now right here all 
the trouble lies. Men are pre-occupied with other 
matters that “pay ;” they have little interest in these 
questions, any way; perhaps don’t believe in them at 
all; or if induced to do anything it is put off as long 
as possible, and then not half done. Why, how has 
it been with the Temperance question? Have not 
men been appealed to enough on this matter to induce 
them to rid society of the accursed rum traffic, if they 
had the disposition to do so? If the tears and anguish 
and neglect and heart-breaking sorrow of tens of 
thousands of women and children pleading through 
long weary years, have not been sufficient to arouse 
their sympathy and sincere effort in this cause, what 
more, in the name of God, is necessary to do it? And 
when we add to this Woman’s recent efforts, is it pos- 
sible for her to do more without the ballot than she 
has already done? and to what effect? Have men 
been moved to outlaw the evil? Has Congress done 
anything? or the Legislatures of any of the States? 
Ponder this fact: in the spring of 1874, while the 
Temperance movement which Woman had started was 
at its highest pitch, engrossing the attention of prayer- 
meetings, pulpit and press, hundreds of Excise Boards, 
in the State of New York alone, turned a deaf ear to 
her petitions to use their discretionary powers and 
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refuse to grant liquor licenses; and this, too, in many 
cases where ninety, or ninety-five per cent. of all the 
women of a village or township had united in signing 
aremonstrance! Think you so little respect for the 
wishes of these women would have been shown if they 
had been voters? if these Commissioners had held 
their position by the permission of those they so 
politely bowed out of their council room, and laughed 
at for their helplessness when gone? 

Now I ask in reason and conscience, if Woman is to 
assume the responsibility of this work, and much more 
like it, shall she be left so powerless? the laughing- 
stock of every pimp and bar-room loafer and rum seller 
in the land, who is free to go to the polls and elect 
Commissioners and law-makers to his liking? What 
monstrous injustice and folly! Hither take all such 
affairs entirely out of her hands, or else give her the 
means necessary to accomplish these missions! 


I have thus particularized some part of the work 
which will be first to receive Woman’s attention when 
emancipated and called to exercise Legislative func- 
tions preparatory to that general re-organization of our 
institutions necessary to the building up of a true 
Christian civilization. No special mention has been 
made of her relation to other reforms and interests of 
a kindred character, which doubtless suggest them- 
selves to the reader’s mind, as the object was only to 
illustrate a principle; and if I have been successful in 
doing this, then have we the key to the solution of all 
the great moral and social problems that have plagued 
the ages. 
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The change contemplated in the condition of Wo- 
man, civilly and politically, it is to be admitted, is not 
without its grave difficulties and transitory ills. Lifted 
from a subject condition, where the ages have held her 
in mental and spiritual bondage, to one of independence 
and responsibility, where she is not merely the equal 
of man as his co-worker, but in a certain sense must 
take the lead, and go ahead as the designer and builder 
of a new order of society and government, after the 
model of the spirit, it would be strange indeed if many 
perplexities, miscarriages, failures, not to say follies, 
did not attend the first, initial steps of reconstruction. 

The New Era, like the Old, must have its formative 
stage, wherein experiments, mistakes, blunders and 
failures are the trying incidents of early growth. But 
such seems to be nature’s plan of development, and it 
were wise in us to accept it with patience. 

Many of Woman’s efforts and institutions would, 
at first, perhaps, compare unfavorably with systems 
‘which masculine wisdom had been ages in perfecting, 
though it is hardly possible te see how she could make 
many things worse. But gradual improvement will 
mark her efforts, and at last crown them with the per- 
fections of the spirit. Fear not to set her free. She 
is called to assume the great responsibility, and a 
heavenly divinity will be in her heart both to will and 
to do better than we know. 

Emancipated, enlightened Womanhood, is the hope 
of the world; the medium through which the eternal 
energies of Divine Love will be manifested for the 
temporal salvation of the race. No movement was 
ever launched upon the tide of popular agitation that 
promised. so much for humanity, as the one being 
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made to secure the civil and political enfranchisement 
of the feminine sex. To liberate Woman from the 
further subordination of the masculine mind, is equiva- 
lent to liberating the spiritual life of the world from 
the bondage of the material; and I am persuaded, 
that the most extravagant expectation one might in- 
dulge in, respecting the result of such a change in the 
controlling forces of civilization, would fall almost 
infinitely below the actual benefit to be realized by 


our race. 
g* 
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CoNcLUSION— MILLENNIAL HRA. 


We have now reached the conclusion of our inquiry. 
The new type of civilization, or DIvINE REPUBLIC, 
which has been suggested from the first, is found to be 
no mere conception of fancy, contrary to reason and 
nature, and contingent upon some miraculous develop- 
ment to bring it to pass, but it is the natural outgrowth 
of our spiritual being, the ripened fruit of the Christian 
Dispensation. It is that ultimate condition of maturity 
and perfection in Man, compared with which all pre- 
vious states of human existence have been but vegetal 
and preparatory. 

And yet, while perusing these pages, the idea must. 
often have forced itself upon the reader’s mind, that 
however natural all this may be, the triumph of the 
principles set forth would prove no less than the dawn- 
ing of what we have always supposed to be the 
Millennial Era, and the beginning of Christ’s reign on 
earth. Andso it would. Ii Jesus should not be here 
in person, his spirit, which is Love, would reign in the 
regenerate heart, and rule the world. And who shall 
say that this is not what is meant by the ‘Second 
Coming of Christ ?” 

Be that as it may, I am fully persuaded that this 
promised day will dawn much sooner than most. of us 
apprehend; and the present universal movement for 
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the elevation of Woman, who is the natural represent- 
ative of Christ and the spirit, is both a sign of its 
coming, and the chief instrumentality, under God, to 
usher it in. 

The Bible, Old Testament and New, is burdened 
with predictions of a Millennial advent, an era of 
peace and brotherhood; but as to the exact date of 
its coming, it is doubtful if it intended to give us ex- 
plicit information, leaving us to study the signs of the 
times, and those shadows which coming events cast 
before. When we see the trees putting forth their tender 
leaves, we may know that summer is nigh. We have 
seen the great tree of humanity put forth its tender 
leaves ; aye, more, we have seen its higher life blossom 
in the dawning of the Christian era, and two thousand 
years have been given it to mature and ripen, and 
now the golden fruit of the ages is about ready to 
drop into the lap of civilization. 

It is a noticable fact, that a very deep conviction 
pervades the religious mind of the world that we are 
on the eve of a great spiritual awakening, a moral 
revolution of some kind such as has never been wit- 
nessed ; and were it not for the vagaries of Millerism, 
and the irrational and materialistic views of Second 
Adventists, in regard to the nature and character of 
Christ’s Second Coming, thousands of clergymen and 
others would avow their belief in the nearness of the 
Millennium. Many are doing so as it is, notwithstand- 
ing the taint of fanaticism that attaches to a person 
in proclaiming aloud what everybody believes, or pro- 
fesses to believe, will sometime come. Bishop Simpson, 
one of the most spiritually intuitive men of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of America, declared 
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in a sermon delivered in Philadelphia not long since, 
his firm conviction that we were near the Millennial 
dawn, and though he might not live to see it himself, 
he believed many of his congregation would. Bishop 
Coxe, of the Protestant Episcopal Church, is also bold 
in expressing his belief in its near approach, he predi- 
cating his conclusions chiefly upon the prophecies 
of Daniel, and certain great historical events. 

And even what is nominally known as “Second 
Advyentism,” with all its absurdities, furnishes con- 
firmation of this fact. It is a misinterpretation of a 
great truth seeking expression out of the spirit A 
prescient instinct of the soul forecasts its destiny. The 
unfolding, ripening powers of the spirit within, reveal 
to the outer mental consciousness a vague perception 
of approaching change. It is this which is producing 
the very general belief just mentioned, that the moral 
world is on the eve of some mighty quickening im- 
pulse. Some perceive it more vividly than others. 

It was such a strange, unaccountable conviction ex- 
perienced by William Miller, which first drew him to 
the study of Bible prophecy to see if there was any- 
thing there to confirm his haunting impression of a 
great change at hand in the condition of humanity. 
That he and his followers, the Second Adventists, 
should fall into erroneous interpretations and conclu- 
sions, is quite natural, since they leave out of their 
system the principles and teachings of philosophy and 
nature. We shall have far less fanaticism and much 
more truth, when we learn to read the Book of Reve- 
lation and the Book of Nature together. 

But the error of Second Adventists is one of head 
rather than feeling and conviction. They are like the 
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Jews, eighteen hundred years ago, who had abundant 
evidence to believe and expect the coming of a Mes- 
siah; but their pre-conceived notions respecting the 
way and manner of His coming, and the character of 
His reign, were so far from corresponding with the 
real, that when He made His advent and moved among 
them, they knew Him not. 

The testimony of prophets and seers and sages, as 
well as the promptings of my own soul, have ever in- 
clined me to believe in a Millennial period—not of a 
thousand years merely, but of countless years of peace 
and happiness to succeed the age of sin and wicked- 
ness—but of its near approach, I had always been 
skeptical till I commenced the study of the subject 
so imperfectly presented in this volume. I knew that 
God employs means to accomplish His mighty 
purposes; and I could see no great movement on 
foot, involving principles of reform and _ reconstruc- 
tion, that seemed at all adequate to such a result, till 
I beheld a vision of Woman’s spirit rise up, filled 
with inexhaustible tenderness and love, and enter into 
all the laws and governments and institutions of the 
world. There was a new and untried force to play its 
part in civilization; but who, looking on that vision 
of Christ, of Love, of Beauty, could doubt its omnipo- 
tent power to re-create the world ? 

It was evident to my mind that what we required 
was the presence of some new, powerful, regenerative 
influence in our various public institutions to effect 
the necessary change. Plainly, moral elements, of a 
controlling nature, were needed ; and the more I have 
studied this great problem, the more reason have I 
found to believe that Woman would supply those 
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redeeming qualities. I have now no more doubt. I 
am fully persuaded that, emancipated, enlightened 
and enfranchised, she will be equal to the demand. 
Commissioned by the great Messiah, and clothed in 
the armor of affection, she will go forth to conquer 
the world with the sword of the spirit. The shining 
hosts of heaven will enlist under her banner of Love, 
and Christ himself will lead the way. The whole 
world will surrender to her divine command, and be- 
fore her triumphant march the powers of darkness flee. | 
Prison-houses will be transformed into schools, and 
dram-shops and brothels be turned into market-places 
and homes of purity. Inebriates will shake off the de- 
mon spell that enslaves them, and stand erect in their 
manhood ; and the Magdalen sisters of men will look 
up and smile amid tears of repentance and peace. 
Oppression’s yoke will be broken, and the clanking 
chains of the captive be heard in the land no more 
forever. The scaffold, the slave-pen and the whip- 
ping-post, will be remembered only as relics of an 
animal age. Navies will be turned into ships of com- 
merce, and the implements of death be beaten into 
the implements of life “Nation will not lift up 
sword against nation; neither will they learn war 
any more.” “The Lord reigneth: let the earth re- 
joice; for the day of its deliverance hath come.” 


To such a hopeful view, chronic skepticism replies: 
“ All the facts and indications are against you. The 
world was never worse than now; never more crime 
and vice and violence; never more intemperance and 
corruption and wickedness, in high and low places, 
than now.” 
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In a certain sense, I admit the declaration to be true. 
The world was never worse, and it was never better, 
than it is to-day. This may seem like a paradox, but 
it is not. Extreme balances extreme. ‘Where sin 
abounds grace doth much more abound.” While the 
lower animal life is putting forth a last desperate strug- 
gle to hold possession of the soul, the moral nature 
never before manifested diviner tendencies, or gave 
such promise of victory as in our own time. We are 
fully convicted of our wickedness, if not converted, 
and that is half, and a good deal more on can be 
said of the past. 

To illustrate: only a little while ago the moral per- 
ceptions of mankind were so dead or dull that every 
body looked upon the slave-trade and Slavery as right 
and proper; and the men who first dared to open their 
mouths against them were met by an outburst of 
abuse from politician, priest and people. Now the 
whole world is horrified at the former, and denounce it 
as piracy, and are striving to get rid of both as the 
sum of all villainies. 

Fifty years ago the vice of intemperance was 
respectable, indulged in openly by all classes, the 
clergy included, and no one thought there was harm in 
it. Now it is a frightful evil, and the best minds in 
the world are trying to banish it from the earth. 

I also may add that there never was a time when 
there was so much real, genuine sympathy and charity 
for the needy and suffering as now. Calamities like 
the Chicago and Boston fires, fifty years ago, would 
not have awakened a tenth part of the spontaneous 
outbursts of sympathy and benevolence over the 
world that these did. 
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And no previous period ever witnessed a hundredth 
part of the thought and discussion given to the ques- 
tion of educating, elevating and protecting the toiling 
masses that we do. The grandest reforms and enter- 
prises are on foot for the amelioration of Man’s con- ~ 
dition that the world ever saw. True, little, compared 
with the great need, has yet been accomplished: but 
it indicates that we are waking up to these matters, and 
action is certain, ultimately, to follow the agitation. 


Even dumb beasts have their friends and defenders ; 
and Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
are institutions of our own time. 


Now all these things prove that our moral sensibilities 
are becoming uncommonly acute and active, notwith- 
standing the fact that wickedness and evil darken 
the earth as never before. Things are often obliged to 
get worse before they can get better. The darkest 
hour is just before the break of day. The Slave-power 
in our country was never worse, never more insolent 
and grasping, than in its last days, when it was culmi- 
nating to its destruction. 

And so the superlative degree of crime and vice 
and sin that now exists, may be taken as an indication 
of the last expiring struggle of the animal life to 
maintain its ascendency over the soul. But its days 
are numbered. The spiritual nature is gathering to 
itself the strength of heaven for a last final contest 
with the powers of the flesh, which shall give it the 
victory, and usher in an era of peace on earth and 
good will among men. 

And there are reasons, aside from the declaration of 
Scripture, for believing that this Millennial era, when 


WOMAN AND THE DIVINE REPUBLIC. 209 


it does come, will dawn quite suddenly, taking the 
world by surprise, like the coming of a thief in the 
night. | 

But let me not be misunderstood. I expect no in- 
stantaneous transition from darkness to light, from 
evil to good. I do not believe that we shall retire at 
night in a world of wickedness and sin, and awake 
next morning and find ourselves in a paradise of 
holiness-and love. No such miracle do I look for. 
Yet I do expect quite a sudden revolution of feeling 
and purpose to occur in the most cultivated portion of 
the race. The development of the spiritual life of 
humanity is simultaneous throughout the civilized 
world, and when it reaches a culminating point, the 
great change will be sudden and universal. It may 
be likened to that which we often see take place in the 
individual. A person pursuing a course of wickedness 
and folly suddenly pauses in his headlong career. A 
new impulse takes possession of his heart, a current of 
divine life sets through his soul, and he arises in the 
strength of his manhood, and shakes off the bondage 
of the old life, and commences a new and diviner one. 
I call it the new-birth, the awakening of the spiritual 
life within to assert its sovereign control over the in- 
dividual. 

And what is true of a single member of the human 
family is true of them collectively. The individual re- 
presents his race. The power that could move one is 
adequate to move a world. Nations may be born 
anew in a day as easily as individuals, and they 
will be. 

The elevation of Woman, who is the exponent of 
the spiritual side of our humanity, to the position 
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of a governing power in the direction and control of 
the world’s great affairs, will mark this mighty change. 
She will quicken public conscience and be a new in- 
spiration to man himself. Without compulsion or 
reluctance, hardly knowing why, he will accept her 
divine counsels and follow the judgments of her 
heart. In her who had been subject he will see 
now a queen, ruling the world with the scepter of 
Love. He will not be humiliated thereby, but exalted, 
inasmuch as she is part of him—his better half— 
raised in glory and power. One by one she will 
attack the strongholds of iniquity, and man will 
delight to execute her will, And the downfall of 
the kingdoms of this world will be swift when once 
the work begins. The riot of animalism, which has 
lasted for ages, will come to a speedy end. 


But to be more explicit. With such a deep and 
general awakening of the moral life in the soul, how 
long, for example, would it take to close up the great 
fountains of inebriety? to effectually prohibit the 
sale and manufacture of spirits, except by govern- 
ment for medicinal and mechanical purposes? True, 
not all men would feel this quickening power, at least, 
all would not at once surrender to it. There are ele- 
ments in society as in the individual that would make 
resistance. But the controliing life would be aroused 
and on the side of temperance and morality; and an 
earnest, determined crusade against the enemy for 
five years, supported by National, State and municipal 
legislation, would exterminate intemperance in the 
United States. The same may be said of England, 
France and other nations. 
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And when this monster vice falls, it will carry down 
with it more than a “third part” of the other vices 
and immoralities of society. Prostitution could not 
survive a year without the support of intoxicating 
liquor; its wretched victims confess that they could 
not endure the reproach and remorse of conscience 
without its benumbing influence. 

As to the termination of war, that will be even 
more sudden than the destruction of intemperance. 
It will end in a day, in an hour. How? By a gen- 
eral agreement among the civilized nations of the 
earth to settle no more differences by the wager of 
battle. When the time comes, an International Peace 
Convention will be called to assemble at Washington, 
London, Berlin, or other point, to draft an Inter- 
national Constitution and Code of Laws, by which 
nations shall be governed in the peaceful settlement 
of all international difficulties. When this is per- 
fected, and representatives have affixed their names to 
the Agreement, war will have come to an end on the 
planet. Hach delegate will transmit to his govern- 
ment the message, ‘‘ Disband our army and navy; 
universal and everlasting Peace is decreed. No more 
War forever.” 

And the glad tidings of great joy will fly on the wings 
of lightning from East to West, and from West to Kast, 
over land and sea, ‘“‘ Peace on earth, good will to men.” 
Mark me, our ears will yet hear this jubilant cry, and 
Woman’s lips will proclaim it to the world. It will 
be one of the first great conquests of her peaceful 
reign. 

But not to dwell: let me repeat that these great and 
rapid changes will come as the result of a widespread 
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and universal quickening of the spiritual life of the ~ 
world—the new birth of humanity, from which will 
date a divine humanity on earth. And like all births, 
it will be a sudden development. Nature is full of 
such examples, from the birth of great geologic 
epochs to the bursting of the tiniest seed into life. 

Take for illustration a century plant; it blossoms 
but once ina hundred years. Pointing to one, I say 
to a gray-haired octogenarian, “Sir, this plant is soon 
to undergo a remarkable change. It will send up a 
vast stalk twenty feet high or more, and be crowned 
with magnificent blossoms.” He shakes his head 
with doubt. “Iam an old man,” he smilingly re- 
ples, “and have seen this thing growing in my 
door-yard for more than eighty years ; and in all this 
time it has never shown any signs of blossoming, and 
in my opinion it never will.” He talks like many 
men when you speak to them of a Millennial era. 
““OQ, the world,” say they, ‘‘has always been under 
the dominion of Self-Love and Satan, and it always 
will be.” But standing by the side of the century 
plant, Isay to my aged companion, “ Wait a little 
longer, and you will behold the salvation of the Lord 
in beauty and perfection.” 

And in a little time, the plant which he had played 
around in his childhood days, begins to heave and swell 
with new inward impulses, and then suddenly puts 
forth a great stalk, laden with immense clusters of 
flowers—a miracle of beauty and wonder! And yet it 
took nature a hundred years to develop the conditions 
of its birth, but when all that silent work was done it 
burst into glory ina day! A hundred years of ger- 
mination and preparation amid the secret forces of 
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life! and yet a single day before it came, there were, 
to the casual observer, no outward signs of its near 
advent ! 

And so it is with our humanity. We doubt be- 
causé we have had to wait so long. But that which 
is highest and best is longest in maturing. A hun- 
dred centuries for the race is no more than one for a 
plant. Through all the long, long ages of the past, 
our spiritual nature has been silently unfolding its 
heavenly powers within the chrysalis of our material 
existence ; and now its divine birth is at hand. For 
this end was Man created! for this end came Christ 
into the world! for this end have the centuries been 
ripening ! 
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